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    The Brusly offense 
controlled the time 
of possession, but 
the Panthers were 
overwhelmed by big 
plays in a 21-10 loss to 
the Plaquemine Green 
Devils in jamboree action 
Friday at Andrew Canova 
Green Devil Stadium.
    “Really good football 
team. Plaquemine’s a 
good football team,” 
said Brusly head coach 
Hoff Schooler. “They’re 
going to win a lot of 
games. They’re a fast 
team. They’re a physical 
team both sides of the 
ball and we came out and 
matched that intensity 
from the get-go and 

really a good back and 
forth ball game.”
    Friday’s game was a 
stark difference from the 
2018 jamboree game, 
which resulted in a 28-0 
win for the Green Devils.
   “Regardless of the 
score, we worked a lot 
harder as a team this 
year,” said Grant Watts. 
“Had a lot more trust 
in our guys and it just 
showed on the field. It’s 
all about trusting your 
guys and playing your 
technique and playing 
together as a team.”
    Watts picked off a pass 
on Plaquemine’s first 
drive. The interception 
return set the Panthers up 

with good field position. 
A few plays later Nick 
Penell punched it in one 
a short touchdown run. 
Nathan Landry’s extra 
point made it 7-0.
    Melvin McClay 
returned the ensuing 
kickoff 98 yards for a 
score to cut the deficit to 
7-6 12 seconds later.
    Landry’s 33-yard 
field goal was the other 
Panther score in the game
The Brusly defense 
forced two turnovers 
in the contest. Sydney 
Moore intercepted a pass 
late in the second half, 
but the Panthers couldn’t 
convert the turnover into 
points.

    “We got some young 
guys mixed in,” Schooler 
said. “Some guys it 
was their first Friday 
night ball game tonight 
and are there things to 
be fixed? Yeah. We’re 
nowhere near where we 
need to be. We have a 
really good opponent 
next week. We saw them 
a couple of weeks ago 
in a scrimmage and they 
looked good. We have 
our hands full, so we 
need to get those things 
fixed if we’re going 
to be able to defend 
what they’re doing 
offensively.”

    District titles no longer 
loom in the rivalry 
between the West Baton 
Rouge Parish high schools, 
but it will not deflate the 
intensity when they clash 
Friday night.
   The annual showdown 
between Port Allen and 
Brusly continues when 
the archrivals battle in the 
regular season opener.     
   Kickoff 7 p.m. at Brusly 
High Stadium.
   The current series 
between the schools is tied 
at 24 heading into Friday’s 
game.
   For senior running back 
Edward Wilson, the game 
holds as much meaning as 
it did when the two teams 
competed in the same 
district.

   “It’s definitely about 
pride, and it’s one I want 
to win for my senior year,” 
he said. “But it’s more than 
just that – it’s about getting 
our season started with a 
win.”
   “Our goal may be the 
district title, but we also 
need these wins for our 
younger players to build 
confidence week after 
week this season,” Wilson 
said. “It’s my job as a team 
leader to make sure we do 
that against a very good 
team.” 
   It does not take the 
coaching staff much effort 
to motivate a team as they 
prepare for a big rivalry 
game, Port Allen Coach   
Don Gibson said. 
   “The kids are excited 
about, one we’ve had 
marked on our calendar 
for 365 days after they 
beat us last year,” he said.    
“We’re excited because 

Coach Schooler has done a 
great job with the program, 
and we’re ready for the 
opportunity.”
   Aside from the pre-game 
hype, Gibson emphasized 
that the Pelicans need to 
stay focused and not lose 
track of the issue at hand. 
   He has stressed to his 
players that Brusly is a 
solid program and the 
Pelicans will need to play 
four full quarters to stop 
the Panthers. 
   “They’ve unveiled a 
new offensive scheme and 
they’ve shown a lot of 
improvement during the 
offseason, so our biggest 
thing is that we have to 
play fundamentally sound 
football, we have to play 
fast and we have to take 
care of the football and 
move the ball,” Gibson 
said. “We have to focus on 
getting better every week.” 

 Brusly’s Grant Watts secures an interception 

during last Friday’s jamboree against Plaquemine.

Plaquemine’s big plays overcome Brusly’s 

tough play in jamboree
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The Brusly Panthers take the field prior to their jamboree matchup against 
Plaquemine High’s Green Devils. This week is the parish’s big rivalry game, 

    Following a 21-10 
loss to Plaquemine in 
the jamboree last week, 
Brusly turns its focus to 
the Sugarcane Classic. 
   The Panthers are coming 
off a 21-13 win over the 
Pelicans last season at 
Guy Otwell Stadium. 
Friday’s game shifts the 
scene to Brusly.
    Panther senior Grant 
Watts said he believes the 
rivalry is something that 
transcends the football 
field. 
    “The whole team is 
going to be hyped up 
for that game and that’s 
the one we’re going to 
tell our kids about, their 
senior year against Port 
Allen,” he said. “That’s 
going to be a big game. 
It’s about setting the tone 
for the whole season, 
letting everybody know 
that we’re nothing to play 
with.”
   Brusly senior 
quarterback Nick Penell 

said hopes the game’s 
trophy remains on the 
south end of Highway 1.
   “We’re going out with 
a bang,” he said. “This 
is our last time playing 
them and we want to make 
a statement. We want 
to keep that trophy in 
Brusly.”
   On the field, Brusly 
head coach Hoff Schooler 
said Port Allen’s size and 
athleticism jumps out.
   “When you see them 
on film, they’re big, 
fast and tough to defend 
offensively,” Schooler 
said. “Defensively, they 
run to the ball.”
   Schooler and Gibson 
are each in their third year 
with each coach earning a 
win in the rivalry. 
   The Brusly coach said 
the keys to a second 
consecutive win over Port 
Allen involves eliminating 
turnovers and penalties.

Brusly shifts its 

focus to 

Sugarcane Classic

  
  

 Big plays usually  
command most of the 
attention in football, but 
intricate elements can also 
become the difference 
maker.
 Port Allen proved 
it Thursday when on a 
special-team play when 
the Pelicans stopped 
Assumption on a two-
point conversion attempt 

midway through the game.
The effort paid off and 
allowed the Pelicans a 21-
20 win over the Class 4A 
Pioneers in the St. James 
Jamboree. 
 “Our defense stepped 
up for this one,” coach 
Don Gibson said. “The 
biggest thing is that the 
kids are trusting their 
abilities, doing what 
they’re told to do, while 
we’re jelling as a team.”

 The Pelicans open 
the regular season Friday 
when they visit archrival 
Brusly. “We still have a 
lot to clean up, but this 
was a good start when you 
consider what we have 
ahead of us,” he said. 
 A Mekyle Franklin 
block on the two-point try 
slammed the door shut on 
Assumption’s attempt to 
stop the Pelicans.The block 
came on a conversion pass 

after the Pioneers scored 
on a Jaden Tyler 36-yard 
TD pass from quarterback 
Sage Rivere.
 A Lekelvin Battiste 
7-yard scamper put the 
Pelicans ahead 7-0 with 
8:43 in the first half, but 
the Pioneers tied the game 
when Damon Bailey 
connected with Rashaun 
Jarvis on a 43-yard TD 
pass which tied the game 
7-7.

 PAHS ran past 
Assumption on the next 
driven when Marcus 
Joseph recovered a fumble 
in the backfield and 
dodged several tackles for 
an 82-yard TD that put the 
Pels ahead 14-7.
 Assumption capitalized 
on a Port Allen fumble 
that paved the way for a 
Damon Bailey TD pass 
to Dorian Bailey for a tie 
score one minute into the 

second half.
 The Pelicans responded 
with a Jacoby Howard 
24-yard TD sprint for a 
21-14 lead with 9:36 left 
in the game.  Assumption 
threatened with under three 
minutes left after a Jacobi 
Howard interception, but 
the PAHS defense sacked 
Damon Bailey on a fourth 
down at the Pelican 23.

Port Allen sneaks past 
Assumption in jamboree
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 Thaddeus Moss 
awkwardly and eagerly 
choked down a hot dog, as 
the press waited to pepper 
him with a dozen different 
questions about the 
obvious metaphor literally 
at hand.
    After fans and reporters 
spent months chewing on 
LSU’s offseason offensive 
mantra –“Everybody 
Eats” – their first taste 
on Saturday night left 
everyone wanting more.
Moss and his teammates, 
most of all.
    Feast on these stats: 
472 yards of offense; 
350 passing on 30-of-39 
completions to 14 different 
receivers; 79 plays in 
31:28 of possession; 
touchdowns from five 

different players; zero 
sacks allowed. 
    In other words, 
everybody ate.
     “That was the motto 
from when (passing game 
coordinator Joe) Brady first 
got here: Everybody eats,” 
said Moss, who grabbed 
two passes for 61 yards in 
his LSU debut.      
     “To finally be able to 
put that on the field and 
show everybody catching 
the ball, everybody getting 
touchdowns.”
     Joe Burrow dined 
the finest of any Tiger, 
finishing with more 
touchdown passes – 5, 
tying a single-game 
school record – than 
incompletions (4). 
     The senior quarterback 
connected on 23-of-27 
passes for 278 yards and 
led LSU to touchdowns on 
their first five drives.

 Burrow paid his 
compliments to the chef. 
It was the menu of plays 
provided by Brady and 
offensive coordinator that 
made life easy for him on 
Saturday. 
 “Whenever they call 
a play and you have an 
answer to every coverage, 
every blitz they can give 
you, you feel good as a 
quarterback, as long as you 
can handle it mentally,” 
Burrow said. 
 “I know I can handle 
it mentally. Whatever I 
see against the defense, I 
have answers for it,” he 
continued
 He dined quickly, too. 
In building a 42-3 halftime 
lead, the Tigers ran 39 
plays in 14:10 possession, 
a scorching pace of one 
play every 21.8 seconds – 
nearly five seconds quicker 
than last season’s average. 

 “A lot of times, we’re 
trying to go so fast, I’ve 
got to get the referee out of 
my way,” said center Lloyd 
Cushenberry.
 Referees weren’t the 
only people on the field the 
line moved. 
 The Tigers didn’t 
surrender a sack, giving 
Burrow plenty of time to 
sit in the pocket and survey 
his options. 
 It was the translation 
from practice, where 
Orgeron has called the 
offensive line the most 
improved group of fall 
camp, to the game, a year 
after the Tigers showed 
inconsistency in the 
passing game. 
 “I remember when 
we struggled against 
Southeastern Louisiana last 
year,” said Orgeron.”We 
were much better tonight.”

Tigers flourish in spread offense in 
55-3 win over Ga. Southern 

in season opener


