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Some buildings may not be ready 

for first day, but personnel are
 
  
     

     School Superintendent 
Wes Watts said Friday 
there have been construc-
tion delays on some of the 
new school buildings, but 
only one of three won’t be 
open for the first day of 
school. 
     Watts said personnel, 
though—teachers, sup-
port staff and administra-
tion--are certainly ready 
for the upcoming school 
year. 
     “We’re ready in terms 
of having everyone and 
everything we need and 
while we always have 
some last-minute things 
that we have to take care 
of, we’re definitely ready,” 
he said.
     Watts seemed a little 
more concerned, but was 
confident two of the three 
schools the School Board 
had expected to be open 
for the first day of school 
would be open in time—
Port Allen Elementary and 

Lukeville Elementary—but 
Caneview K-8 won’t be 
ready to take students for 
several months.
     “Caneview was sup-
posed to be open now but 
that construction is a cou-
ple of months behind,” he 
said. “You’ll be amazed at 
the difference you’ll see in 
a couple of months. We’re 
hoping to be in it before 
the end of the calendar 
year. 
     “We’re about a month 
behind at Port Allen 
Elementary because of the 
river stage being so high, 
so we couldn’t do anything 
for a while,” he said.          
    Watts said despite the 
delay, “before the school 
year starts, we should be in 
it.” He was more confident 
about Lukeville being open 
for the first day of the new 
year. 
     “Lukeville is going to 
be tight, but we’ll be in it 
said. 
    The new Brusly High 
was not expected to be 
open for day one of the 
2019-20 school year, but 

 the superintendent said 
that 
project was on schedule 
and, “They (contractors) 
are rolling, they’re going 
pretty fast.”
     Personnel is not a con-
cern for Watts, explaining 
he had the 320 teachers 
he’ll need for the school 
year’s opening, and neither 
is attendance. 
    “We’re on track to be 
up anywhere from 50 to 
60 students,” with a total 
nearing 4,000. 
     “We’re starting to en

rollments go up,” especial-
ly at the new schools 
of Caneview K-8 and Port 
Allen Elementary, Watts 
said. 
     A final official atten-
dance count won’t be 
reported until Aug. 15.    
the La. Department of Ed-
ucation, he said, because of 
the variables. 
     “We don’t know who’ll 
show up that isn’t regis-
tered yet and how many of 
the ones who are registered 
will actually show up,” 
Watts said.

     
      
     
  

      Josef Richardson died 
from a single gunshot 
wound to the back of 
his head, according to a 
preliminary autopsy report 
made public last week. 
      Richardson was shot 
July 25 at a motel on U.S. 
190 in Port Allen while 
deputies with the West Ba-
ton Rouge Sheriff’s Office 
were serving a “no-knock” 
warrant they received from 
Judge Tonya Lurry of the 
18th Judicial District. 
   The preliminary 
autopsy reported Richard-
son’s cause of death was a 
gunshot wound to the back 
of his neck at the base of 
his skull, according to Dr. 
Michael Cramer of the 
East Feliciana Coroner’s 
Office. 
   His conclusion as to 

Richardson’s “manner and 
mechanism of death” was 
homicide. 
    Among the physical 
findings of the preliminary 
autopsy, Cramer reported 
Richardson received a 
“penetrating GSW (gun-
shot wound) to (the) poste-
rior of his neck, fracturing 
(the) occipital base of his 
skull,” which fractured its 
base, then caused damage 
to his brain. 
    A large group of peo-
ple, at least 200, gathered 
last Wednesday in front of 
the West Baton Rouge Par-
ish Courthouse for a press 
conference held for Rich-
ardson’s family demanding 
“justice for Josef.”
      Many members of 
Richardson’s family cried 
out for justice at the gath-
ering. 
      The Louisiana State 
Police are investigating the 
shooting.      

Coroner: 
Richardson 

died from single 
gunshot to head

          
      

Representatives from the 
NAACP, several attorneys 
and members of Josef 
Richardson’s family said 
they want justice in the 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
Sheriff’s Office deputy-in-
volved shooting at a Port 
Allen motel July 25. 
     The event started with 
chants of “no justice, 
no peace,” and midway 
through the first speaker, 
the chant changed to “one 
bullet to the back of the 
head; what more needs to 
be said,” a question that 
echoed throughout the rest 
of the hour-long gathering. 
    Several attorneys were 
involved in the press con-
ference, including Benja-
min Crump, a well-known 
civil rights attorney. 
     He presented the open-
ing statements on the steps 
of the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Courthouse in front 
of about 200 people and 
representatives from al-
most 10 area media outlets. 
     “We all unite to stand 
for justice for Josef and 
his family,” he said. “…

What we are demanding 
from law enforcement is 
transparency.”
     “…Their silence is 
deafening,” Crump said 
of the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Sheriff’s Office. He 
called the lack of response 
from the Sheriff’s Office as 
“a betrayal to the commu-
nity.”
     “They have not uttered 
one word to his family,” 
he continued, about why 
Richardson was shot. 
     “The only eyewitness 
aside from the West Baton 
Rouge law enforcement 
officers who know exactly 
what happened in that 
room on that fateful night 
when he was murdered,” 
Crump said, then nodded 
in the direction of a woman 
identified as Richardson’s 
girlfriend, Jessica Clouatre. 
“She knows firsthand what 
happened.”
     Clouatre, 39,  was 
arrested later that night, 
charged with one count 
each of distribution and 
possession of marijuana 
with the intent to distrib-
ute and distribution and 
possession with the intent 
to distribute methamphet-

amine.
     It was Crump who 
started the “one bullet to 
the back of the head” chant 
after saying it was his 
belief Richardson was not 
given the chance to comply 
with any law enforcement 
directions. 
     “It was sudden,” Crump 
said of the entry of the 
deputies into the motel 
room. “There wasn’t any 
time for any verbal com-
mands.”
     The next speaker was 
Michael McClanahan, 
the president of the Baton 
Rouge chapter of the 
NAACP, who said Rich-
ardson’s family and the 
community deserve a swift 
investigation. 
     “We want equal justice 
now, because as Dr. 
(Martin Luther) King said, 
‘Justice delayed is justice 
denied,’” he said.
     McClanahan also said 
the deputy who allegedly 
shot Richardson should be 
publicly identified along 
with his background.
     Richardson’s “mother 
has a right to know, his 
children have a right to 
know, the community has 

a right to know and the na-
tion has a right to know,” 
he said. 
     “We want to know does 
he have a pattern of exces-
sive force against minori-
ties…Has he ever 

killed anybody,” McClana-
han continued. 
    Clerice Lacy, a local 
woman who was identified 
by Crump as “a battle ax
for justice,” did not speak 
until the end of the press 

conference.  
     “We have been working 
for many months trying to 
get people to understand 
we must come together, 

Ja’Kera Richardson, one of Josef Richardson’s daughters, was the youngest 

speaker at the press conference.                                                                                              
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