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Vaccine brings encouragement but third
surge brings huge spike
Staff RepoRt
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Photo courtesy of Ochsner
Debbie Ford, Chief Nursing Officer at Ochsner
Medical Center - Jefferson Highway, was the first
Ochsner Health employee to receive the COVID-19
vaccine at 9:07 a.m. on Monday, December 14.

New Roads
man arrested in
connection with
Erwinville shooting

The arrival of one vaccine and positive review on another has brought
encouragement that the state – and
world – could eventually see the light
at the end of the pandemic tunnel.
At the same time, Gov. John Bel
Edwards has said mitigation must
continue as the COVID rapidly
spreads in the third surge.
The state received its first doses of
the Pfizer Messenger RNA vaccine
during the weekend and administered
the first doses Monday at Ochsner
Hospital in Jefferson Parish, while
the Moderna coronavirus vaccine received a positive review from the federal government Tuesday.
“Ultimately, that’s how we’re going to end this pandemic, but that’s
not going to happen for a long time,
probably a number of months,” Ed-

wards said during a briefing on Dec.
10. “Everybody needs to understand
that from the onset.”
A U.S. government advisory panel

“

cinations for healthcare workers and
nursing home residents.
Louisiana received 39,000 doses
in the first allocation, and another

We’re in the middle of a dangerous third
surge in Louisiana, and I’m very concerned
about the threat to the healthcare system.”
— Gov. John Bel Edwards

endorsed the Pfizer COVID vaccine
Dec. 10. The advisory group – which
granted approval in a 17-4 vote, with
one abstention – concluded that the
shot appears safe and effective against
the COVID vaccine to people 16 and
older, according to a report from The
Associated Press.
Millions of shots will be shipped
across the United States to start vac-

40,000 will arrive next later.
Priority 1A would go to critical Tier
1 hospitals for healthcare workers and
other personnel, including nurses,
therapists and other employees who
are exposed to COVID patients.
The general allocation would begin
in spring.
See COVID on Page 2

Brusly assisting Santa Claus with
Naughty and Nice lists for 2020
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The West Baton Rouge
Sheriff’s Office announced
the arrest of Darryl Braggs
Jr., 27, who was allegedly
involved in a deadly shooting in the Erwinville area
on Nov. 22.
On Sunday, Nov. 22 the
West Baton Rouge Sheriff’s
Office began investigating
the death of Jaleel Leonard,
a 24-year-old New Roads
man found shot and lying
in the roadway near Section Road. Leonard died as
a result of a single gunshot
wound, according to authorities.
Braggs, also of New
Roads, was charged with
three counts of principal to
attempted first-degree murder. Authorities are actively searching for two more

Braggs
suspects that are not being
publically being identified
at this time. The investigation into the shooting is
ongoing.
If you have any information on the shooting to contact WBRSO at (225) 3825240 or the Crime Stoppers
at (225) 344-STOP (7867).

Photo courtesy of the Town of Brusly
The Town of Brusly gave the speed limit signs on West Main Street a festive update for the 2020 holiday
season, encouraging residents to get on Santa’s nice list this year.
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