
As the town of Addis 
continues to grow, so will 
its police force. The Addis 
Police Department will 
soon add a motorcycle 
patrol offi cer and a K-9 to 
its team.

The Addis Town Council 
unanimously approved 
both requests by Addis 
Police Chief Ricky 
Anderson during the May 
Town Council meeting. 

Chris Graves will 
become the fi rst motorcycle 
patrol offi cer for the Town 
of Addis in approximately 
two months, Chief 
Anderson said. Graves has 
worked as a patrol offi cer 
with Addis PD for several 
years and rides a Harley 
Davidson in his spare time. 
Graves will begin patrol 
following certifi cation.

Motorcycle patrol 
will be strictly used for 
traffi c enforcement, Chief 
Anderson said. Once 
Graves begins patrols on 
the bike, the department 
will hire another offi cer to 
take over his former duties.

The Town Council also 
approved the addition of a 
four-legged offi cer to assist 
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The Port Allen City 
Council rejected all of the 
budget-busting bids for the 
Whitehead Blvd. trail proj-
ect during the City Council 
meeting last week. Still de-
termined to move forward, 
the city is looking at ways 
to reduce the costs of the 
trail. 

The Federal Highway 
Administration Recreation 
Trails Program through the 
Louisiana Offi ce of State 
Parks awarded Port Allen 
a grant to cover 80 percent 
of the cost of the project up 
to $105,000, meaning the 
city will be reimbursed up 
to $84,000.

The lowest usable bid 
came back at just over 
$186,000. One proposal for 
the project was $123,000, 
but the contractor with-
drew it after a few hours 
of submittal due to errors 
made in the assessment. 
The remaining fi ve bidders 
were “signifi cantly higher” 
than the $186,000 estimate, 
Chief Financial Offi cer Au-
drey McCain said. 

The city did not allocate 
funds to the project in the 
2018-19 budget due to the 
uncertainty of costs, but 
the trail through Whitehead 
Blvd. connecting with Ri-
vault Park was expected 
to cost less than $130,000. 
Council members Hugh 
Riviere and Ray Helen 
Lawrence said they want 
to see the project move for-
ward with a lower price tag 
during the May City Coun-
cil meeting. Riviere was in 
favor of a budget closer to 
$115,000. 

The Council denied all of 
the bids and will move for-
ward after making changes 
to the plans. Some of those 
changes could include us-
ing wire mesh instead of re-
bar as reinforcement for the 
concrete, eliminating pipes 
used to block vehicles, re-
moving benches along the 
route, and shortening the 
trail. 

The Mayor designated 
$90,000 for the project in 
the proposed 2019-2020 
budget. If approved by the 
City Council, the total trail 
budget would be $174,000, 
which includes the FHA 
reimbursement of $84,000. 
However, the City Council 
could make changes to that 
amount before the Council 
passes a fi nal budget. 
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BREANNA SMITH

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Brusly High student hosts First 
Annual Autism Awareness Walk

The West Baton Rouge 
Parish Council decid-
ed unanimously to name 
the recently completed 
Sid Richardson extension 
Caroll Bourgeois Road in 
honor of the former Addis 
mayor. 

Parish Councilman Kirk 
Allain proposed the name 
after speaking with several 
residents in his district, he 
said.

Bourgeois served as the 
mayor of Addis for 32 years 
and is described by many 
local leaders as an invalu-
able asset to the West Side. 

In 1966, a 21-year-old 
Carroll Bourgeois moved 
his family to the small town 

with a population of less 
than 500. In the decades 
since, he has watched it 
grow ten-fold. 

“He’s always had the 
town of Addis at heart,” 
Parish President Riley 
“PeeWee” Berthelot said 
in a 2012 interview, when 
Bourgeois was leaving of-
fi ce. “He would do any-
thing for the people. He 
fought for Addis for a lot of 
issues, with the parish, with 
the railroad, with the state 
and the red light at Sugar-
Mill issue. A lot of those 
things, he stood fi rm.”

Parish President Berthel-
ot and the Council plan to 
host a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for Caroll Bourgeois 
Road this summer. 
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A friend helps Ravyn Fontenot (right) hold up the Annual Autism Walk sign along with Beryl Hebert, 

president of the Autism Society of Greater Baton Rouge before beginning the First Annual Autism 

Awareness Walk at Lukeville Park on Saturday, May 11. 

Brusly High School student Ravyn Fontenot hosted West Baton Rouge’s First Annual Autism Aware-

ness Walk Saturday, May 11 at Lukeville Park.

Sponsors, walkers and runners helped raise money for the Autism Society of Greater Baton Rouge.

Shaeeta Williams, the owner of Coach Sha’s Bootcamp and sponsor of the walk, warmed up the crowd 

with aerobics before hitting the road.

Guest speaker Beryl Hebert, the president of the Autism Society of Greater Baton Rouge spoke about 

the importance of awareness. The Second Annual Autism Walk is already in the works, Fontenot said. 

She expects the fundraiser to grow and improve with each year, she continued. 

The Brusly Police Department and West Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Offi ce escorted participants on the run 
and walk.

Council chooses 
Caroll Bourgeois Road
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Caroll Bourgois sits in the Addis Mayor’s seat for the 

last time before leaving offi ce in 2012 after serving 
for 32 years.
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Deputies 
plan extra 

patrols 

The West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Offi ce will conduct 
Louisiana Highway Safety 
Commission sponsored 
campaigns,  Saturation 
Patrols for “Click It or 
Ticket It” and “Drive 
Sober or Get Pulled Over”  
throughout the high school 
graduation week and 
Memorial Day Holiday 
season ro ensure the safety 
of local motorists. 

The extra patrols will  
also include a Traffi c 
Checkpoint on Sunday May  
26, 2019 at an undisclosed 
West Baton Rouge location 
in an effort to ensure safe 
driving conditions for our 
students and motorist this 
holiday.
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