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— Diane Tonkovich

“
It’s to enjoy neighbors and 
enjoy community…just a 
good area for people to 

meet, talk, and socialize and 
for the dogs to socialize.”

Sports

Pelicans place second 
at district track meet

Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine resumes as WBR 

nears 50% vaccination rate
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Magnolia “Maggie” Denicola, a 7-month old Golen Retriever enjoying the 

sunshine and at the West Baton Rouge Dog Park.

The first dog park in West Ba-

ton Rouge is now open. The park 
is located behind Port Allen Mid-

dle School, where N. Jefferson 

Ave meets Rosedale Rd. Dianne 

Tonkovich, clerk and IT Liaison 
for the Parks and Recreation De-

partment became the unofficial 
“Dog Park Person” after going to 
Director Anatole Vincent with the 

idea. “I’d really like for us to have 
a dog park on this side of the riv-

er,” she remembers telling him. 
Vincent also heard from mem-

bers of the community and Assis-

tant Finance Director Chance Ste-

vens, and decided it was time the 

West Side get a dog park. 
“Chance is a dog lover and I’m 

a dog lover, and he’s been proven 
right. The public is enjoying it and 
the dogs are enjoying it too.”  Vin-

cent especially thanks Tonkovich 
for design and Duane Smith for 
the upkeep of the new facility.

There are no membership fees 
for the park, “[The] parish pro-

vides this for their citizens through 
Parks and Rec,” Tonkovich said. 
The Park is open to the public 
during daylight hours and is closed 
briefly a few mornings a week for 
maintenance. Benches for dog par-
ents, training obstacles, water sta-

tions, and separate large and small 
dog areas are all within the new 
fencing. 

Tonkovich, who is has three 
dogs herself, is thankful to have a 
Dog Park on this side of the bridge. 
“It’s to enjoy neighbors and enjoy 
community…just a good area for 
people to meet, talk, and socialize 
and for the dogs to socialize.” 

The department announced the 
Dog Park’s opening on their Face-

book page April 9. “We did have a 
soft opening…officially finished a 
few weeks ago,” Tonkovich said, 
though residents have been us-

ing the park before water was in-

stalled. A ribbon cutting ceremony 
will happen soon.

Bear Watch

Unleashed
West Baton Rouge Dog Park now open

Residents of The Oaks 
subdivision in Port Allen 

woke up to a new view on 
Sunday as a bear roamed 
around and napped in trees 
in their yards. 

Around 7:00 am, neigh-

bors began warning walk-

ers to proceed with caution 
as a video of a bear on Av-

enue G began circulating.
Robin Seguin Hurst of 

Oaks Avenue asked her 
husband if she was sure of 

what she was seeing. 
“Probably about 6:20... 

my cameras were going 
crazy. [I thought] Wait a 
minute, am I seeing things? 
I told my husband, ‘There’s 
a bear in the backyard!’” 

Hurst called the Port Al-
len Police Department and 
Wildlife and Fisheries were 
dispatched to the scene. 
By that time, the bear had 
climbed about 25 feet up 
into a tree in John Sum-

mers’ yard on Avenue G. 
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Sen. Troy Carter 
elected to Congress

State Senator Troy Car-
ter won the special U.S. 
House election Saturday, 
defeating State Senator 
Karen Carter Peterson. 

Carter captured 55% to 
Peterson’s 45%, with an 
unofficial turnout of 16.6% 
in Louisiana’s only majori-
ty-minority district.

Former Representative 
Cedric Richmond endorsed 

Carter before resigning to 
become a senior adviser to President Biden earlier this 
year.

In West Baton Rouge, Peterson collected 51% to Car-
ter’s 49%, with 1,269 total votes cast. The unofficial turn-

out for the election was 14.7%. The election covered 13 of 
the parish’s 29 precincts, while the remainder of the parish 
is domiciled in the 6th Congressional District, represented 
by Republican Garret Graves.

While both candidates supported abortion rights and 
gun control, they differed on how aggressively they would 
pursue some of their policy objectives. For example, Pe-

terson offered staunch opposition to the oil and gas indus-

try, while Carter supports a more incremental approach.
With his win, Carter became Louisiana’s sole Demo-

cratic lawmaker in Congress.

Staff RepoRt

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Congressman-elect 

Troy Carter

Parish Council denies 
ITEP request for 
$240 million solar 
facility in 6-3 vote

The West Baton Rouge 
Parish Council denied the 

Industrial Ad Valorem Tax 
Exemption Program (ITEP) 
request by a San Francis-

co-based firm looking to 
build a solar energy man-

ufacturing facility north of 
Port Allen in Bueche. LED 
estimates the project rep-

resents a $240 million in-

vestment by the company.
Louisiana’s ITEP offers 

an attractive tax incentive 
for manufacturers who 

make a commitment to jobs 
and payroll in the state. 
Company representatives 
told the Parish Council that 

without the ITEP exemp-

tion, the project is not fea-

sible.

“The sun shines every-

where,” Councilman Chris 
“Fish” Kershaw said. “So 
if this company wanted to 
move to Iberville, Pointe 
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Cayenne Pizzolato, a connoisseur of dog parks who serves as the West 

Side Journal’s official mascot rates the West Baton Rouge dog park two 
paws up.
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