
Port Allen native and no
party candidate Tonya Lurry
was elected to the 18th
Judicial District Court as a
Judge for Division B on
Saturday, April 28. Lurry
pulled 54 percent of the
multi-parish vote, according
to unofficial results pub-
lished by the Secretary of
State. 

She will occupy the seat
vacated by the retirement of
former Judge Robin Free. 

Lurry graduated from
Port Allen High School in

1992, Louisiana State
University in 1996 and
Southern University Law
Center in 1999. For the last
17 years she has maintained
a law office and practice in
Port Allen. During that time,
she worked both as an assis-
tant district attorney as well
as in the indigent defender’s
office of the 18th Judicial
District. She also had a broad
civil practice, with an
emphasis on family law.She
is the mother of three chil-
dren- Kennedy, 16, Blakeley,
14, and Layne, 6. 

“I am truly humbled by
the results of this past
Saturday’s run-off election
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Lurry lands judge
seat for 18th JDC

An assembly of reli-
gious congregations and
civic organizations
launched the Priorities
Campaign to address
major issues stunting
growth and quality of life
on the West Side last
week. 

Hurst United Methodist
Church in Iberville hosted
an Iberville and West
Baton Rouge Sponsoring
Committee assembly on
Thursday, April 26.

The organization’s goal
is to be “an effective force
to improve our communi-
ty,” Bishop Sam Butler of
the sponsoring committee
said Thursday night. 

The name is temporary,
but leaders are hoping the
organization will offer
permanent solutions to the
lack of jobs, inadequate
fire safety, and traffic
problems. Another goal is
to expedite the creation of
a new bridge through the
financial pledge of non-
profits, congregations and
civic organizations. 

The organization is
similar to Together Baton
Rouge, but for the West
Side, Linda Johnson of the
sponsoring committee
said. 

Dr. Thomas Miller of
the St. Gabriel Initiative
gave an overview of
money lost in each parish
due to the Industrial Tax

West Side organization
launches Priorities Campaign

Saving graves
West Side organizations urge legislators to preserve

history, respect slave burial grounds

Lifelong Port Allen resi-
dent Todd Cutrer, 52, was
sentenced to three and a
half years in federal prison
and ordered to pay more
than $500,000 in restitution
to his victims by U.S.
District Judge John
deGravelles on Wednesday,
April 25. 

Cutrer executed an
investment fraud scheme
through the Port Allen
lending company West
Baton Rouge Credit, Inc.
from about January 2014
through at least November
2016. Late last year, Cutrer
plead guilty to mail fraud
and admitted to collecting
more than $500,000 by

Todd Cutrer
sentenced for
fraud scheme
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West Baton Rouge Credit is the lending company
Cutrer used to operate an investment fraud scheme
from about January 2014 to November 2016.
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Photo courtesy of the West Side Cemetery Preservation Association
Allyson Gilcrease, Robin Jordan and Anita Collins pose during a clean-up day.
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Photo by Breanna Smith
Rep. Chad Brown speaking to the crowd of congre-
gations, citizens and civic organizations at the launch
of the Priorities Campaign by the Iberville and WBR
Sponsoring Committee. 

Brusly graduate
awarded for children’s
neurological research

Photo courtesy of Children’s National Health System
Second from the left, Nathan Smith, Ph.D. accepts
the Presidential Award as part of Research and
Education Week 2018. 

Brusly High School
alum Nathan Anthony
Smith, Ph.D., received a
President’s Award for

Innovation in Research on
April 19, 2018 during
Research and Education
Week 2018.

Smith is a principal
investigator in Children’s
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No party candidate Tonya Lurry garnered 54
percent of the multi-parish votes , according to
unofficial results published by the Secretary of
State, to win the 18th JDC Division B judge seat
vacated by Robin Free upon his retirement. 

See LURRY on Page 2A See SCHEME on Page 2A

See SMITH on Page 2A
See CAMPAIGN on Page 2A

Local organizations are
asking legislators to protect
and preserve burial
grounds and cemeteries of
slaves, more than 30 of
which are tucked away in
the fields of the West Side. 

A bill going to the
House floor for approval
seeks to create the
Ancestors Burial Ground
and Cemetery Preservation
Commission to study and
develop measures to pro-
tect unmarked and historic

burial grounds.  The bill is
being supported by Rep.
Ken Brass and organiza-
tions such as the Westside
Cemetery Preservation
Association (WCPA) and
River Road African
American Museum. 

Kathe Hambrick,
founder of the River Road
African American Museum
and exhibit curator of the
West Baton Rouge Parish
Museum, urged lawmakers
to support the bill at the
House committee meeting

“I will strive for excellence and
remain committed to the rule of
law, as I pray for the wisdom and
judicial temperament that is
demanded by this office.”
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— Tonya Lurry
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