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Convention and Visitors Bureau to host 
Christmas festivities this weekend

 
 

 It’s the most wonder-
ful time of the year and 
the West Baton Rouge 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau hopes its Westside 
Christmas Fest makes its 
parish the most festive 
around this weekend. 
 Beginning at 5 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday 
evenings and continuing 
until 10 p.m. both nights, 
the event will feature all 
things Christmas—from a 
visit from the jolly old elf 
himself, live music, food 
and beverage vendors and 
train rides through their 
elaborate lighting display. 
 The Convention and 
Visitors Bureau (CVB) has 
hosted Christmas events 
for years, but competition 
from other holiday events 
in the area have cut into at-
tendance for the Port Allen 
event over the past couple 
of years, so organizers 
decided to spice this year’s 
up with live music from 
some of the area’s most 
popular bands. 
 Holiday music will 

kick off Friday evening 
at 6 p.m. with a rousing 
performance by the West 
Baton Rouge All Parish 
Children’s Choir, followed 
by one of south Louisi-
ana’s most popular country 
groups, the Chase Tyler 
Band, which will perform 
from 7 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
 Saturday night’s live 
music will feature two 
more outstanding bands, 
Clifton Brown and the 
Rusty Bucket Band from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. followed 
by 90 Degrees West. Both 
are well known and attract 
their expansive fan bases 
anywhere they play. 
 Christmas, though, is 
all about the children and 
the CVB has focused the 
activities at the event on 
entertaining them. 
 Train rides will give kids 
anxious for Christmas to 
arrive the chance to ride 
around the CVB grounds 
to view a spectacular 
lighting display and Santa 
Claus will be inside the 
center with a gift for each 
child. 
 There will also be face 
painting and balloon magic 

to entertain the children 
on hand, so parents should 
be able to count on their 
children getting home from 
the festival with sugar 
plum fairies dancing in 
their heads as they quickly 
fall asleep. 
 The Convention and 
Visitors Bureau has 
hosted a Christmas event 
of some sort for years, 
most recently Reflections 
of the Season, but Kathy 
Gautreau and Lois Webre 
hope the new format will 
be more fun and encourage 
more families to attend. 
 “Hopefully, the crowds 
will be good,” Gautreau 
said, even scheduled 
so close to Christmas. 
“Sometimes the closer 
we are to Christmas, the 
more parents are looking 
for things to do to keep the 
kids preoccupied and this 
coming weekend is also 
when most out-of-town 
visitors will arrive in Port 
Allen for the holiday.”
 While the light show has 
been a drive-through 
experience in the past, this  
year’s visitors will be park-
ing behind the center just 

off I-10 at the La. 415 exit, 
then riding the train for a 
more complete ligh
show experience. 
 The change in the event 
will also free up the meet-
ing rooms inside the 

center, a plus for the many 
companies that had in the 
past used them for their 
holiday parties. 
 For more information, 
call the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau at (800) 

654-9701 or visit www.
westbatonrouge.net. 
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 She’s only 7 years old, 
but smart enough to write 
a now-published book and 
wise enough to have filled 
it with inspiration for other 
children called “The Ad-
ventures of Mia and Jace.” 
 Sophia Guyton, a student 
at Iberville Montessori 

Elementary School, said 
it was a divine inspiration 
that drove her to write the 
book. 
 “God gave me a message 
and He wanted me to share 
it,” Sophia said. “He want-
ed me to tell others about 
God and how to please 
Him.”
 The shy little girl’s first 
idea was “to write a letter 
to everyone in the world,” 

but she realized that was 
unrealistic. 
 “I realized that would 
take too much time and 
I didn’t know all the 
addresses, so I decided 
to write a book instead,” 
Sophia said, adding it was 
a five-month work of love 
to complete her first piece 
of literature. 
 “Her first piece of 
literature” is being used to 
describe the book be-
cause despite her youth, 
standardized testing of all 
sorts have shown Sophia 
has incredible academic 
potential to go along with 
her passion for writing. 
 Not so unrealistic is her 
current hope for the book. 
“I would like for every 
student at my school to 
get a copy,” Sophia says, a 
high hope but once you get 
to know her, you realize 
there are few, if any, hopes 
she won’t realize in her 
lifetime. 
 The book, as she de-
scribes it, provides “life 
lessons on character and 
integrity.” The messages 
included are indeed lofty 
for a child of her age, but 
she does a wonderful job 
with them. 
 Chapters include “The 
Girl Who Was Scared to 
Sleep,” “Be Harmless as 

a Dove,” “Do Not Be Evil 
But Good in This World” 
and others, like a rethink-
ing of the Golden Rule she 
calls, “Be Kind and Not 
Hard on Others.”
 Topics covered in other 
chapters of the book in-
clude the value of hon-
esty and wisdom and the 
pricelessness of making 
good choices and giving 
forgiveness. 
 A lovely child herself, 
Sophia is smart enough to 
know it’s a gift not every 
child is blessed with, so 
she added a chapter enti-
tled, “You Are Beautiful 
Just the Way You Are.”
 The book is filled with 
characters who “are beauti-
ful just the way (they) are.”
 The title characters 
are Mia, who is Sophia 
herself, Jace, her 10-year-
old brother, a 9-month-old 
niece Olivia and a host of 
stuffed animals the child 
brings to life in the book. 
 One is Bella Bunny, 
which she has had her 
whole life, Sophia Giraffe, 
one she’s had since she 
was 6 months old, Issy, a 
doll she was given when 
she was 9 months old and 
the newest addition to 
Sophia’s collection, Pearly 
Rabbit that she’s had since 
Valentines Day.

Young girl writes inspirational 
book she hopes all children read
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Sophia Guyton

Police seek three for passing bad checks
 
 
 Port Allen Police Chief 
Esdron Brown said his 
officers are seeking three 
people for illegally cashing 
checks at a local grocery 
store recently. 
 The three, two men and 
a woman, went into the 
store on the same day but 
their visits were spread out 
over the course of the day, 
Brown said. 
 The checks turned out to 
be counterfeits, although 
they appeared to be legit-
imate. It was not until the 
checks—totaling almost 
$2,400—were returned 
from the store’s bank that 

the theft was reported, 
Brown said. 
 “The checks were all 
for different odd amounts, 
like the biggest which was 
made out for $872 and 
some change, and were all 
drawn on the same compa-
ny,” the chief continued. 
 Brown says law enforce-
ment nationwide sees an 
uptick in crimes of this 
nature as people struggle 
to make ends meet and 
provide their children with 
gifts, so they turn to crime. 
 “And small towns and 
cities seem to get targeted 
more often,” he said. 
 “What happens is that we 
have to deal with people 
who come from bigger cit-

ies that will come to small 
towns like ours thinking 
they have a better chance 
of getting away with it,” 
Brown said. 
 He said merchants of all 
types, not just check-cash-
ing outlets, need to be 
wary of the possibility of 
not only counterfeit checks 
but counterfeit currency as 
well. 
 “They need to be aware 
of the fact that they have to 
be very careful this time of 
year,” Brown said. 
 Anyone with information 
on these suspects should 
contact the Port Allen 
Police Department at (225) 
343-5525.
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These three are suspected of defrauding a local grocery store by cashing bad 
checks in late November. The checks were returned by the store’s bank when 
the company on which they were drawn was found to be non-existent. Police are 
seeking the three and are asking for the public’s help. From left to right, they are 
Anthony Vega, Kyle Mitchell and Christine Lock.  (Photos provided by the Port 
Allen Police Department)

 Officers with the Port 
Allen Police Department 
arrested a man at a conve-
nience store for possession 
of heroin, according to 
Chief Esdron Brown.  
 Ofc. Jana Chustz was 
responding to a call at a 
convenience store report-
ing a disturbance just after 
9 p.m. last Thursday, a call 
prompted by what the offi-
cer described as “a verbal 
disturbance” between the 
suspect and a female.  
 After interviews with 
the two suspects, Michael 
C. Coleman Jr., 32, 5017 
Myrtle St., Addis, was 
arrested for possession 
of a controlled dangerous 
substance, heroin. 
 While Chustz was en 
route, she was notified by 
dispatch that Ofc. Craig 
Crawford was patrolling 
the area near the store and 
the two arrived at about the 
same time. 
 “I noticed a white male 
bouncing around back and 

forth in the parking lot,” 
Crawford said, adding the 
man appeared to be “under 
the influence of some sort 
of illegal narcotics.”  
 He also noted in his 
report the man was arguing 
with a white female, later 
determined to be a close 
relative. 
 Crawford interviewed 
Coleman and Chustz 
interviewed the female. 
Coleman was reportedly 
“extremely jittery” and 
kept his hands under his 
body as he sat on the curb. 
 During a search of the 
female’s vehicle after 
Chustz was given per-
mission to do so and as 
she did, Crawford and 
Coleman began struggling, 
which led Chustz to use 
her Taser to get the suspect 
under control. 
 Coleman was arrested 
when two packages of 
heroin were found on him, 
one in one of his socks and 
the other in his hand. 

Addis man charged 
with drug possession 
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