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LDEQ extends public comment period
for Thermaldyne variance

David “Bam” Williams

Photo by Hannah Swarner
Sheriff Mike Cazes and Donna LeBlanc's youngest daughter Camille Whitmore
prepare to release balloons at the dedication ceremony Thursday, Sept. 27. 

A better Head Start at
Brusly Elementary

Portion of La. 415 renamed to
honor fallen Sheriff’s Corporal  

Photo by Breanna Smith
Members of the WBR School Board, public officials and the Brusly Elementary administration cut the ribbon on
the Head Start facility at Brusly Elementary Friday, Sept. 28.

WBR Museum gets sweet new exhibit

Photo by Breanna Smith
Leonard Julien, Jr. and Carlos Julien stand by the sugarcane planter invented by
their father Leonard Julien, Sr. after delivering it to the WBR Museum.
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State of
the Parish

A portion of Highway
415 was named in memo-
ry of Corporal Donna
Weems LeBlanc,
Thursday Sept. 27. 

It was a portion of
West Baton Rouge she
regularly patrolled. 

The day was emotional
for many, as the dedica-
tion ceremony was held
on the two-year anniver-
sary of her untimely
death. 

Cpl. LeBlanc and her
daughter Carli Jo were
killed by a neighbor in
Pointe Coupee Parish on
Sept. 27, 2016.

Sheriff Mike Cazes
delivered an emotional
address during a luncheon
held by the West Baton
Rouge Sheriff's Posse fol-
lowing the dedication cer-
emony. 

"Donna was a great
dispatcher. Donna was a

Photo by Hannah Swarner
The sign commemorating Cpl. Donna LeBlanc Memorial Highway on La.
Highway 415 past Rosedale Rd. 
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The West Baton Rouge
School District cut the rib-
bon on the new Head Start
facility at Brusly
Elementary with a cere-
mony on Friday, Sept. 28.

The project was part of
the West Baton Rouge
School District's goal to
rid all campuses of tempo-
rary buildings. Before the
facility, Head Start class-
rooms were in modular
units, or temporary struc-
tures, with foundational
problems.

The new building also
serves as an indoor space

The West Baton Rouge
Museum got a sweet new
permanent exhibit last
week. A prototype of the
first sugarcane planter
invented by Leonard
Julien now calls the
grounds of the West
Baton Rouge Museum
home. 

Julien, a farmer from
Modeste, Louisiana devel-
oped the first fully mech-
anized planter of whole
sugarcane in 1964. Before
his invention, the sugar
industry had successfully

mechanized almost all of
the agricultural aspects of
the sugar cane industry,
but planting was still done
by hand. 

Many well-funded
researchers attempted to
mechanize cane planting,
but couldn’t solve the
puzzle. Julien, who
farmed for most of his
life, figured out how to
carefully meter out whole
cane stalks and plant them
in an overlapped fashion. 

After testing the
planter on his 450-acre
New Africa Farm in
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More residential
growth, dining options and
upgrades to infrastructure
are on the horizon for West
Baton Rouge, Parish
President Riley “PeeWee”
Berthelot said during his
annual State of the Parish
address to the West Baton
Rouge Chamber of
Commerce Wednesday,
Sept. 26. 

Developers plan to build
about 715 new residences
south of the Intracoastal
over the next 18 months,
Berthelot said. The Parish
asked those developers to
put the brakes on a few
projects until upgrades to
the water infrastructure on
the south end of the parish
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One dead
after car
found in PA

See PLANTER on Page 3

See PARISH Page 3

One woman is dead and
another in the hospital after
their convertible overturned
and landed upside down in a
ditch on Northline Road in
Port Allen, according to the
West Baton Rouge Sheriff's
Office. 

Brittany Guillory, 22 and
Jada Jones, 20 both of
Eunice were trapped in the
vehicle for more than 30
hours. 
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