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Eddie Payne remembered
as coach, mentor, role model

Eddie Payne spent his 
life helping others. 

Payne, an ordained 
minister, was best known 
for more than three decades 
for work with youngsters 
in track programs in West 
Baton Rouge and surround-
ing parishes. 

The Port Allen resident 
died Dec. 1 from complica-
tions after a fall he suffered 
in Houma, where he was 
helping to rebuild a home 
destroyed during Hurricane 
Ida.

Payne was 71.
He was active in youth 

sports, particularly with 
track and field programs 
including Hershey Track & 
Field, USA, AAU, varsity 
track (particularly at Port 
Allen High, but also at 
schools throughout the 
area) and LSU track.

“Eddie was all about Port 
Allen track,” said longtime 
Port Allen High School 
track coach John Williams. 
“He was always there, and 
really wanted to see it do 
well, no matter what.

“He took a liking to it 
through his daughter Chris-
tina, but he stayed involved 
long after she graduated,” 
he said. “He loved track, he 
loved the kids, and he was 
never a fair-weathered track 
fan … it seemed like he 
was always there.”

Payne also competed in 
the Senior Olympics.

The list of track com-
petitors he trained over the 
years would likely amount 
into the hundreds. The list 
of performers he mentored 
included Andre Hal (who 
later played for the Hous-
ton Texans), three-time 
All-American and SEC 
champion Siedda Herbert 
Hinds and Port Allen re-
cord-setter Chris Murphy. 

Payne was a tough, but 
loving coach who took 
team members to the limit. 

It was not only about 
becoming a successful track 
competitor, Hinds said.

“He was teaching us 

about ambition and work 
ethic,” she said. “I didn’t 
always enjoy going to prac-
tice when I was a teenager, 
but he instilled in us the 
values of what it takes to 
achieve success.

“A lot of what I’ve 
achieved in life came from 
the work ethic he instilled 

in me,” Hinds said. 
Murphy, who would 

later work alongside Payne 
during high school track 
meets, considered him one 
of his greatest role models.

“Eddie was more like 
a mentor, teaching more 
about track and how to be 
an even better coach,” he 
said. “He would look at the 
kids, see what they could 
do and can’t do and put 
them in the right place to 
compete better.

“Aside from that, he 
taught me about life in 
general … being mentor, 
on the track, a family man, 
a minister,” Murphy said. 
“He taught me a lot about 
all areas of life.” 

Payne’s death left a huge 
void in the community, 
Port Allen girls track coach 
Brian Bizette said.

He said it will be strange 
not to see him at meets.

“Eddie was always 
there,” Bizette said. “He 
was always uplifting, and 
just helped anyone who 
wanted help.”

The City of Port Allen 

several years ago honored 
Payne for his years of vol-
unteerism when it named a 
street in his honor. 

Payne was also active 
in the LHSAA track meets 
each year at LSU’s Bernie 
Moore Track Stadium.

It’s impossible to replace 
Eddie Payne, said Brady 
Perry, who coached track 
31 years at Brusly High 
School.

“He was always a vol-
unteer at our high school 
meets and volunteering at 
LSU,” Perry said. “We’ve 
lost a lot of those volunteers 
in the last few years, and 
we just don’t see nearly as 
many these days who are 
willing to step up the way 
he did.”

The volunteer work 
Payne did in Houma that 
led to his death was sym-
bolic of how he spent much 
of his life,” Murphy said.

“On the day of that acci-
dent, he was doing what he 
loved … helping people,” 
he said. 

He was also a minister 
with the Church of Christ, 
Port Allen. 

He was survived by his 
wife, Gail Williams Payne; 
mother, Rena Carter Payne; 
daughter, Christina Payne 
Hull (Malachi, Sr.); son, 
Jonathan Payne (Orion); 
sisters, Victoria Louis, Ida 
Godfrey, Deloris Moore, 
Sadie Woods (LeeDell), 
Rena Thomas and Idell 
Forest; brothers, Charles 
Young and Eric Ray Payne 
(Anitra); grandchildren, 
Malachi, Jr., Michael and 
Malina Hull and Jonathan 
Payne, II. Preceded in death 
by his father, Eddie Payne, 
Jr. and 3 children, Eddie, 
IV, Angel and Nathaniel 
Payne. 

Visitation will be held 
Friday, Dec. 10 from 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. at Hall Davis and 
Son of Port Allen, 1160 
Louisiana Ave. 

Visitation continues 
Saturday, Dec. 11 at Good-
wood Church of Christ, 
10715 Goodwood Blvd., 
Baton Rouge. 
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District Attorney Tony 
Clayton reports that a juve-
nile defendant was found 
guilty of 2nd degree murder 
on December 1, in 18th Ju-
dicial District Court in West 
Baton Rouge Parish. Judge 
Tonya Lurry issued the 
guilty verdict. The incident 
stemmed from a shoot-
ing that occurred in Port 
Allen, in which the juvenile 
defendant opened fired in an 
apartment complex targeting 
a 16-year-old victim.
 Assistant District Attor-

neys Lonny Guidroz, Ashley 
Woods, and Larry Bossier 
successfully prosecuted the 

case, resulting in the juvenile 
defendant being sentenced to 
juvenile life, and immediate-
ly remanded into the custody 
of the Louisiana State Office 
of Juvenile Justice.
“It’s a sad day when a 

14-year-old kid has to serve 
juvenile life in prison, and 
equally sad that a juvenile 
took the life of another 
child,” said District Attorney 
Clayton. “We will fully pros-
ecute crimes to the fullest 
extent of the law, no matter 
the age of the perpertrator. 
This is my message to young 
folks: Put the guns down. It 
is a no way out situation and 
you will spend a substantial 
part of your life in prison if 
you commit crimes.”

Juvenile
convicted of 2nd 
degree murder 
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“The volunteer 

work Payne did in 

Houma that led 

to his death was 

symbolic of how he 

spent much of

his life”

 In 2021, people in 
Louisiana and across 
the country faced great 
emergency needs as the 
ongoing pandemic ex-
acerbated the challenges 
related to severe disasters 
and global conflict.
“Our most vulnerable 

neighbors are facing 
unique and pressing 
struggles when cri-

sis strikes on top of 
COVID-19,” said Edward 
Bush, Executive Director 
of the Louisiana Capi-
tal Area Chapter. “This 
holiday season, join us to 
provide help and hope in 
these difficult moments 
by making a financial 
donation.”
On Giving Tuesday and 

during the holidays, visit 
redcross.org to make a fi-
nancial donation. Individ-
uals can also learn about 

volunteer opportunities in 
their area and give back 
in honor of American Red 
Cross founder Clara Bar-
ton, whose 200th birth-
day will be commemorat-
ed on December 25.

Relentless Disasters 
Compound covid-19 

struggles
 2021 marked one of the 
country’s most active 
years for severe weather 
— which battered many 
communities still reeling 

from last year’s disasters. 
For thousands of people 
in need, the American 
Red Cross launched a 
new major relief effort 
every 11 days to provide 
refuge, food and care.
This year, a family dis-

placed by a disaster in the 
U.S. spent an average of 
nearly 30 days in a Red 
Cross-supported emer-
gency shelter. These ex-
tended stays were largely 
due to a lack of savings 

and community housing 
shortages — signs that 
climate-driven disasters 
are compounding the 
financial hardships of the 
pandemic.
Global conflict creates 

mass needs for
displaced families

Around the world, 
massive humanitarian 
needs emerged in 2021 
for a growing number of 
families displaced by the 
overlapping challenges 

of conflict, COVID-19 
and climate change. This 
year, at the request of 
federal government part-
ners, Red Cross workers 
from across the country 
distributed more than 2.1 
million essential items 
— like blankets, diapers, 
medicine and toys — for 
Afghan evacuees arriving 
on U.S. military bases 
and unaccompanied chil-
dren seeking asylum at 
the U.S.-Mexico border.

Families face emergency needs amid COVID-19, climate change and global conflict
Red Cross response in 2021:
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BATON ROUGE – The 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) 
has an immediate need to 
employ residents of Lou-
isiana as temporary local 
hires to assist with disaster 
response and recovery ef-
forts. Local hire employees 
are local residents who aid 
in the recovery of the com-
munity and help their fel-
low citizens in the recovery 
process. Apply for this ex-
citing opportunity!
Do you like working out-

side ensuring materials get 
to where they are needed? 
Do you like to make sure 
work projects are being 
completed to specifica-
tions? Maybe you prefer 
inside administrative work 
to ensure residents are be-
ing helped. There are var-
ious jobs available to aid 
with community recovery 
needs, mostly in Baton 
Rouge, that may match 
your skill set.
Search through current 

FEMA positions on USA-
Jobs.gov (updated daily).
Most temporary local 

hires are employed through 
a streamlined hiring pro-

cess. A local hire’s term of 
employment is 120 days, 
though it may be extend-
ed in 120-day increments. 
Visit the link above for 
additional information, in-
cluding job responsibilities 
and compensation.
FEMA is an equal oppor-

tunity employer. Salaries 
are comparable to local pay 
rates.
Conditions of Employ-
ment:
You must be a U.S. citizen 
to be considered for this 
position.
You must successfully 
pass a background inves-
tigation.
Selective Service registra-
tion is required for males 
born after Dec. 31, 1959.
Review job announce-

ments for additional condi-
tions of employment.
To see other FEMA career 

postings, visit fema.gov/
careers.
For the latest informa-

tion visit fema.gov/disas-
ter/4611. Follow the FEMA 
Region 6 Twitter account at 
twitter.com/FEMARegion6 
or on Facebook at face-
book.com/FEMARegion6.

FEMA is hiring:
Hurricane ida recovery team

A Street Dedication Ceremony was held 

September 23rd, 2014 to officially open Eddie 
Payne III Drive to the public. The new street in 

Port Allen near William and Lee Park was named 

after Payne in recognition of his tireless efforts 

to encourage and motivate area youth. Those 

present included guests of honor, Eddie Payne 

III and his wife Gail, friends, family, students 

from Cohn Elementary School, officials and staff 
from West Baton Rouge Parish and the City of 

Port Allen.


