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BATON ROUGE - Lieu-
tenant Governor Billy 
Nungesser reopened Bogue 
Chitto State Park RV sites 
to Louisiana residents only. 
The park, which is located 
in Franklinton, La., is also 
available to the public for 
day use only.

“While several of our 
parks received damage 
from the storm, I’m grate-
ful to have a dedicated 
maintenance staff that is 
making every effort to get 
our state parks open again. 
Our crews are working hard 
to clear downed trees, clean 

up the debris and restore 
electricity and plumbing 
so we can make our parks 
available to those who need 
a place to go,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Nungesser.

There are 81 RV sites 
at Bogue Chitto State 
Park. The park opened at 
8:00 a.m. During normal 
operations, the 1,700+ acre 
park offers a newly opened 
premier mountain biking 
trail, camping, glamping, 
tubing, fishing, horse riding 
and other activities.

For reservations, go to 
the State Parks website at 
www.lastateparks.com or 
call 888-677-7312.

Inside
News................................1-2

Events .................................3

Lifestyles...................3 - 5

Opinion..........................6 

Classifieds.........................13

Sports................................14

Bids, Notices...........................9

Legals..............................10 - 12

9-11 Memorial..................7 

Obitituaries........................8

Guardsmen save lives,
 continue Ida response missions

Community center houses 140+ utility workers

BATON ROUGE —The 
Louisiana National Guard 
continues emergency op-
erations following the 
wake and destruction of 
Hurricane Ida, Sept. 5, 
2021, while continuing its 
COVID-19 response mis-
sions.
 There are currently over 
5,380 Louisiana Guards-
men protecting lives and 
property, maintaining 
communications, and en-
suring the continuity of 
operations and govern-
ment throughout the state. 
In addition to that number, 
there are 2,676 Guardsmen 
from 11 other states and 
374 active-duty service 
members integrated into 
the response missions.
 One of the first mis-

sion sets following any 
hurricane is to save lives 
through air, land and water 
search and rescue (SAR). 
To date, the LANG has 
rescued 397 citizens and 
65 pets since last Monday.
 While on a high-water 

boat mission to conduct 
wellness checks on resi-

dents in Maurepas, Lou-
isiana, Spc. Gemini Jack 
and Spc. Jacob Hawkins 
from the 1020th Engi-
neer Vertical Construction 
Company, 527th Engineer 
Battalion, 225th Engineer 
Brigade rescued an elderly 
cancer patient, Sept. 1.
 “That was the first time I 

really ever got the chance 
to help somebody, and it 
was a really good feeling,” 
said Hawkins.
 The soldiers found the 

man laid on a couch in a 
building and he said that 
he hadn’t eaten in three 
days and was feeling too 
weak to move. “We got 
in there and immediately 
noticed that he was in bad 
condition,” said Jack.
They lined the bow of 

their boat with couch cush-
ions so that the man would 
have a comfortable place 
to lay for the ride back to 
where an ambulance was 
waiting to take him to re-
ceive medical care at a lo-
cal hospital.
 At the same time, aviation 

assets were conducting air 
SAR operations with dai-
ly flyovers of the affected 
areas to ensure no citizens 
were left stranded and, as 

a constant presence, ready 
to serve the people should 
there be a need.
 “On Monday, we start-

ed in the vicinity of Hou-
ma and worked our way 
south,” said CW3 Ronald 
Cole, with G Co, 2-238th 
General Support Aviation 
Battalion of Pineville, 
Louisiana. “Our main pri-
ority was to look for indi-
viduals needing evacua-
tion.”
 “We heard a call where 

they needed a hoist bird 
activated north of Grand 
Isle. A guy had a house 
on stilts, and his stairs and 

access to the ground were 
blown away,” said Spc. 
Christopher Brossette, 
the crew chief with G Co, 
2-238th.
 “Basically, I hooked one 

of our crew members up 
to the hoist and lowered 
him onto the porch from 
above,” said Brossette. 
“When we put the citi-
zen down on the ground, 
he was picked up by the 
mayor of Grand Isle in his 
truck.”
 Search and rescue opera-
tions require a very coor-
dinated effort amongst the 
crew members. The pilots 
are essential, but so is the 
crew chief and medic.
 To help better assist coor-
dination efforts at the local 
level, the LANG will have 
liaison officer teams in 18 
parishes today and is pre-
pared to support in other 
parishes as requested.
  The Regional Staging 
Area in Tangipahoa Parish 
has had trucks and trailers 
delivering food and water 
to direct locations and to 
64 points of distribution 
(POD), which are also 
manned by service mem-
bers.

Bogue Chitto State 
Park reopens

Bogue Chitto River.  Photo by Kristie Hendricks

“They lined the bow 

of their boat with 

couch cushions so 

that the man would 

have a comfortable 

place to lay for the 

ride back to where 

an ambulance was 

waiting to take him to 

receive medical care 

at a local hospital.”
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The Addis Community 
Center was transformed to 
house linemen when Port 
Allen native Rhonda Coye 
starting inquiring why West 
Baton Rouge couldn’t trans-
form a public space to meet a 
need. Linemen have been re-
ported sleeping in their vehi-
cles after long shifts. With the 
help of her daughters, Megan 
Southall and Kendall Hebert, 
and her friend Teri Bergeron, 
Coye began plans to give the 
linemen the hospitality for 
which South Louisiana is 
known.

 Community is important 
to the success of this ven-
ture and as a value in Coye’s 
heart. “When Teri [Bergeron] 
jumped on that Port Allen 
Facebook page and said ‘I’m 
willing to help,’ I tapped into 
her right away because she 
is a key volunteer for many, 
many activities and heads up 
a lot of volunteer activities in 
Port Allen, and like I said, I 
am blessed to have two in-
credible resources in my 
daughters.” Their group ef-
fort created a well-organized 
space to help restoration 
areas in parishes in the state 
more severely affected by 
Hurricane Ida. 

 Coye was told to be ready 
after the Parish approved the 
idea, and she was prepared— 

with plenty of help. “It has 
been so rewarding,” said 
Coye, as she, her daughters 
and other volunteers await-
ed more linemen seeking a 
good rest and prepared do-
nations for Sunday evening. 
Family and friends of Vickie 
Leonard of Creative Cakes 
by Vickie in Plaquemine 

made spaghetti for the men 
Sunday evening, and volun-
teers worked to create to-go 
bags of snacks and hygiene 
items. Other local business-
es stepped up to donate, 
including, but not limited 
to, Po Folks Fruits & Vege-
tables, Community Coffee, 
Bergeron’s Boudin & Cajun 
Meats, The Chop Shop and 

many local people. 
In less than seven hours, 

the Addis Community Cen-
ter was prepared to temporar-
ily house over 140 linemen 
overnight with donations 
from generous individuals 
and businesses from the local 
community. Air mattresses, 
cots and temporary beds were 
set up by Cub Scouts Pack 39 

within an hour on Saturday, 
Sept. 4. Most of the word 
was spread through social 
media, said Megan Southall, 
who helped coordinate sim-
ilar efforts in her hometown 
of Zachary. Kendall Hebert 
noted area students were able 
to obtain service hours by 
assisting with set-up. Chil-
dren were eager to bring in 

donated supplies with their 
parents, all of whom heard 
of the need for specific items 
through updates on Face-
book. 

Coye reported as of 5 pm 
Sunday, in addition to phys-
ical donations of food, bed-
ding and other personal prod-
ucts, monetary donations for 
the effort exceeded $3,000. 

 Extension cords stretch 
between beds to allow for 
phone charging, hot dinner is 
served, snack and cold drinks 
are plentiful, portable show-
ers are outside the facility, 
personal hygiene items are 
available, and laundry ser-
vice is offered. 

 Anatole Vincent, director 
of West Baton Rouge Parks 
and Recreation, approved 
use of Addis’s community 
center after Coye approached 
him with the idea. Vincent 
volunteered to welcome 
the first night’s crews with 
jambalaya and white beans. 
Vincent stated, “I love where 
I live, and our community 
always comes together for 
things like this. I was glad to 
help take care of these guys 
who are taking care of us.”

Linemen from the first 
night hailed from Missou-
ri, Arkansas, Kentucky and 
Maryland. This well-orga-
nized effort has not yet met 
its capacity. The center will 
close by 6 A.M. on Friday, 
Sept. 10.

Coye family and friends, Leonard family and friends and other volunteers at the Addis Community Center who 

prepared accommodations for linemen after Hurricane Ida.  Photo by Kristie Hendricks


