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HISTORY ON THE BASKETBALL COURT
Both high schools’ teams make Final Four

in state championship tournament 

 The West Baton Rouge 
Relay For Life is well on 
its way to breaking its pre-
vious fundraising record 
following an extraordi-
narily successful Celebrity 
Waiters event held last 
weekend. 
 Celebrity Waiters was 
a prelude to the parish’s 
largest fundraiser for the 
American Cancer Society. 
This year’s is set for Fri-
day, Apr. 3, from 5 p.m. to 
10 p.m. It will be held on 
the grounds of Brusly High 
School. 
 “Two years ago, we 
raised $30,000 with our 
Celebrity Waiters event 
and last year, we upped the 
total collected to almost 
$65,000,” said Carley 

Dolezal, the community 
development manager for 
the parish. 
 “The event was phenom-
enal, though,” she contin-
ued. “This year it brought 
in $99,000. It did really, 
really well.”
 So successful was the 
Celebrity Waiters event 
that at the actual Relay 
For Life, participants will 
only need about $16,000 to 
eclipse last year’s total of 
about $15,000. 
 “It’s always been an 
important cause to our 
school and it became even 
more important when I lost 
a very close friend that was 
our chair of Relay For Life 
and so in her honor, I want 
to continue giving every-

thing I can to this organiza-
tion that I know helped her 
family and will help others 
like her,” Kelley Stein, a 
Celebrity Waiter volunteer 
and the assistant principal 
at Port Allen Elementary 
School.  
 Dolezal said the top 
fundraisers was a team 
consisting of Jeremy 
Thompson of the Brusly 
Police Department and 
radio deejay Scott Innes, 
the voice of the cartoon 
character Scooby Doo. 
Innes even wore a costume 
depicting his character as 
he waited on tables. 
 The two collected 
$1,783 in online donations, 
$4,920, and an unbeliev-
able $12,450 the night of 

the event. 
 “Jeremy and I are just 
very humbled to be a part 
of this thing,” Innes said. 
”You know, I love the West 
Side. I live in Prairieville 
now, but I still cross this 
bridge to help out because 
I love this community.” 
 “It really makes me feel 
great that people still care 
enough to give,” he contin-
ued. “Cancer has affected 
so many people in our 
lives and tonight it proved 
100 percent that people are 
givers. We’re excited and 
we’ll be back next year.” 
 Coming in at second and 
third place in their dona-

Left to right, shown are Bridget Easley, Kim Bryant, Scott Innes, Jeremy Thompson and Blaine Rabalais. 
Innes and Thompson were the two biggest fundraisers, earning almost $12,500 for the American Cancer 
Society at the Celebrity Waiters event. 

Relay For Life well on its 
way with very successful 
Celebrity Waiters event 

See WAITERS on Page 2

 Transportation issues in 
the Louisiana legislature 
are nothing new to state 
Sen. Rick Ward III.         
   Now, the third-term Re-
publican lawmaker – whose 
district includes Pointe 
Coupee Parish – will chair 
the committee that steers 
the wheel on road and 
bridge projects statewide.
 Ward, R-Port Allen, will 
serve the next four years 
as chairman of the state 
Transportation, Highways 
& Public Works Committee 
for his next four years in of-
fice. 
 “I’m excited for it, some-
thing I’ve made a concen-
tration in terms of what I do 
at the legislature because 
the district and not just the 
state has such a need, and I 
think that we’ve got a real 
opportunity to make some 
really important things hap-
pen,” he said. 
 Transportat ion-relat-
ed bills are no stranger to 
Ward, who helped spear-
head the $25 million proj-
ect that will connect Inter-
state 10 to La. 1 at La. 415 
in Port Allen. The move is 
designed to ease one of the 
worst areas of traffic con-
gestion in Louisiana.
 At the helm of the com-
mittee, Ward faces an ob-
stacle every bit as imposing 
as traffic congestion. He 
and other committee mem-
bers want to find ways the 
chip away at $14 billion 
backlog of projects on the 
worklist for the state De-
partment of Transportation 
and Development.
 The backlog will likely 
pose the biggest challenge 
for the committee mem-
bers, at least in their first 
year.
“The biggest thing we have 

to do is to try to help the 
general public understand 
where we’re at in terms 
of why we lag behind so 
much in trying to get some 
of these projects done and 
move forward, change our 
approach and get them 
done,” Ward said. 
 An increase to the state 
gasoline tax – currently at 
20 cents per gallons – ranks 
as the lowest in the south-
ern region. It has remained 
at that rate since voters ap-
proved it in 1985.
“The problem we have on 
roads and bridges is that 
it’s the same amount we’ve 
gotten since 1986, but 
we’re fixing roads on 2020 
prices.,” Ward said. “We 
need to get a little more cre-
ative with the money.”
 The state diverted money 
from the settlement of the 
2010 BP Deepwater Hori-
zons Oil Spill to address the 
Interstate 10 connection, 
as well as other projects 
across the state. 
 This year’s non-fiscal 
session will likely pose a 
roadblock at any attempt 
to hike the tax, unless law-
makers address it in a spe-
cial session.
 A bill by then-State Rep. 
Steve Carter, R-Central, 
that would have allowed 
voters to decide on an in-
crease in the tax fizzled in 
2017 when the House re-
fused to bring it to a vote.
 Until the state can get 
more tax revenue in the 
coffers for highways, law-
makers will need to take a 
more creative approach to 
chipping away at the back-
log.
 “I think you’ll see an ef-
fort for more money spent 
on infrastructure and road 
projects, even if it means 
money being diverted from 
the general fund and into 
transportation,” Ward said.

Leadership role 
awaits Sen. Ward in 

2020 session
John Dupont 
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 The Burton Coliseum 
will get a heavy dosage of 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
fandom this week.
 For the first time ever, 
both schools in the parish 
qualified for the Allstate 
Sugar Bowl/LHSAA Boys 
basketball tournament.
 Port Allen punched its 
ticket to Lake Charles 
for the second straight 
year following a 59-38 
win over Lake Arthur at 
home Friday night and 
Brusly advanced to the 
state semifinals for the 
first in over 25 years after 
a come-from-behind win 
over Ville Platte in the 
final game at the school’s 
current gym.
 “It’s an exciting time 
for us,” said Brusly head 
coach Kirby Loupe. “We 
expected to be here. We’ve 
been the higher seed so 
far. I wouldn’t call this a 
Cinderella run for us.”
 Port Allen’s game is 
set for Tuesday at 6 p.m., 
while Brusly won’t take 
the court until Thursday at 
2:45 p.m.
 “It’s very different for us 
this year,” Port Allen head 
coach Derrick Jones said.  
 

 “We were excited to be 
here last year. It was fun 
and new. This year we 
expected to be here all 
along. We didn’t take any 
game for granted. There 
were things from games 
we could learn from and 
we didn’t win every game, 
but they came to play ev-
ery night. That’s what I’m 
most proud of.”
 Port Allen and Brusly 
faced off twice this season 
with each team winning 
a game at home. It’s fair 
to say when the schools 
aren’t matching up against 
each other, they are root-
ing for one another. 
 “They’re like our little 
brothers,” Jones said. 
“When you beat up on 
your little brother they 
continue to work harder to 
beat you and they eventu-
ally do. That’s the beauty 
of competition.”
 Loupe coached at Port 
Allen for several years and 
still has strong ties to the 
school and roots for Port 
Allen.
 “I think this is really 
special,” Loupe said. “Der-
rick does a really good job 
with his team. (Port Allen 
Principal) James Jackson 
and I have a really good 
relationship and I have a 
really good relationship 

with Leonard Parker who 
was my assistant during 
my time there. I’m still a 
fan of their program.”
 Brusly principal Walt 
Lemoine was the school’s 
basketball coach before 
moving to principal 18 
years ago. He said the last 
game he coached was a 
similar situation to this 
year’s Brusly team with a 
major difference being the 
2001 team had to play a 
road game.
 “The quarterfinal game 
is the hardest game to win 
in my opinion,” Lemoine 
said. “In my last year of 
coaching we had a really 
good team and went on the 
road to play St. James in 
the quarterfinals. We lost 
by one in overtime. Then 
you saw something happen 
in the last six minutes of 
the game Friday and we 
came back. I think playing 
at home gives you an 
advantage. That was for 
those guys who were in 
that quarterfinal game who 
didn’t get it done. It was 
an emotional night.”
 Jackson said Brusly 
holds a special place in his 
heart because its where he 
got his start in West Baton 
Rouge Parish. He said the 
two communities being 
able to share this sort of 

success at the same time is 
special.
 “That’s absolutely amaz-
ing,” he said. “It shows 
the level of talent that we 
have in our district. It’s 
awesome for both com-
munities. It’s exciting. 
When we play each other 
in sports, we both want to 
get the win really bad, but 
outside of that, we root for 
one another. We compete 
with one another in sports 
and academics and every-
thing else, but when we’re 
not competing, there’s no 
one I want to win more 
than them and I hope and 
believe they feel the same 
way about us.” 
 Jackson credited Jones 
for taking an already 
productive program to an 
even higher level in his 
three years at the school.
 “Coach Jones took over 
a program that already had 
a rich tradition and we’re a 
talent-rich area, but it was 
hard for us to get over the 
hump of the quarterfinals,” 
Jackson said. “For him to 
do that in two out of his 
first three years has been 
amazing. For him to take a 
program that was already 
at a high level and make 
it elite, has been a really 
tough task, but he’s been 
the man to do it.

“We’re looking forward 
to continuing another 
run and going on to the 
coliseum and having fun 
together as a community 
and actually winning the 
doggone thing this year 

and bringing it back to 
Port Allen,” he added. “It 
would be the first boys’ 
basketball championship at 
our school. If Brusly could 
win one too, it would just 
be two times sweeter.”

JorDan arceneaux

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Port Allen’s Jalen Knox will play an important role for 
the Pelicans as they attempt to continue their suc-
cess in the state playoffs.(Photo by Hannah Swarner)
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