
The West Baton Rouge
Parish library has big
things on the horizon, and
the newest addition to per-
sonnel is sure to bring even
more. Sarah Colombo, a
distinguished leader and
librarian now serves as
Assistant Director to Ruth
Bond, who took over as
Director almost a year ago. 

“Do y’all want to hear
how I talk?” the Georgia
native joked with council
members after her intro-
duction at last week’s
meeting.

Council members joked
back, but her small stature
is no indication of her
achievements and goals for
the West Side. 

After earning her
Master’s in Library and

Information Studies,
Colombo was selected to
participate in the Emerging
Leaders Program hosted by
the  American Library
Association (ALA), the
oldest and largest in the

The City of Port Allen
hosted Live on the Levee
at the Old Ferry Landing
Park in Downtown Port
Allen on Friday, April 13.
Residents brought lawn
chairs and dancing shoes
to watch the sunset to the
sounds of Geno Delafose
and French Rockin
Boogie. Attendees
enjoyed hot dogs, ham-
burgers and cold beer.
The event was sponsored
by Tonya Lurry, candi-
date for Division B judge,
PEC Engineering, and
Fire Tech Sales and
Service. The next Live at
the Levee event will be
on Friday, April 20 and
feature music from Don
Rich. For more photos of
Live on the Levee visit
www.thewestsidejournal.com.

In a 9-1 vote, the West
Baton Rouge Parish
Council denied a rezoning
request submitted by
Southern Lifestyles
Development Company for
a traditional neighborhood
development (TND) on La.
Hwy. 1. 

After hearing public
comment at the April 3
Planning and Zoning
Commission meeting,
Southern Lifestyles
Development Company
requested to withdraw their
rezoning request, but were
unable to so after submis-
sion to the Planning and
Zoning Commission.

The commercial real
estate agent acting on behalf
of the Reed property owners

asked the council for a 45-
day extension on behalf of
Southern Lifestyles
Development Company, as
company representatives
did not attend the meeting. 

With the 45-day exten-
sion the company would be

able to hold public meetings
to draw input from the com-
munity in creating a more
“mutually beneficial”
development. 

Residents expressed
concerns about the impact
of the multi-use residential

and commercial develop-
ment’s impact on infrastruc-
ture, traffic, water and
drainage. Traffic, bar none,
was the biggest concern
among residents. 
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Batter up! WBR baseball and softball
teams featured on page 10B

Sarah Colombo
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Southern University
broke ground on the Tony
Clayton Championship
Plaza on Tuesday, April 10.

The project was com-
pletely funded by a gift of
$1.1 million by local attor-
ney, Assistant District
Attorney and Southern
University alumnus Tony
Clayton. The plaza will
provide an ongoing oppor-
tunity for Southern
University to raise money
to provide football and
band scholarships. 

“I’d like to thank Brusly
High and the people of
West Baton Rouge for

No to neighborhood
Developers request withdrawal

Tony Clayton Championship
Plaza breaks ground at Southern

SOS says
vote early

The  Louisiana Secretary
of State’s Office is encour-
aging all Louisianians eligi-
ble to vote in the Spring
Municipal General Election
to consider voting early.
Early voting begins
Saturday, April 14  and con-
tinues through Saturday,
April 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. daily, excluding
Sunday, April 15.

Voters can utilize
Louisiana’s award-winning
smartphone app,
GeauxVote Mobile, to find
out where to early vote as
well as what’s on their bal-
lot. Across the state, 42
parishes have elections
ranging from candidate
runoffs to parish and local
propositions.

West Side resi-
dents in Division B will
choose between Tom
McCormick, a Republican
and Tonya Lurry, a no party 
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See VOTE on Page 3A

Photo courtesy of Southern University
The Clayton family at the groundbreaking ceremony on Tuesday, April 10. Tony Clayton was unable to
attend because of a work obligation. 

Locals get Live on the Levee

WBR Library welcomes
new Assistant Director

Photo by Breanna Smith

See PLAZA on Page 2A

staff RepoRt
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

BReanna smIth
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

staff RepoRt
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

See WBRPL on Page 2A

The Reed property on La. Hwy. 1 across from Antonio Road. 
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