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Replacement of Intracoastal 
Bridge set to begin in April

Expansion of early 
childhood education 
could reduce youth 

crimes
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The spike in juvenile crime 
and how to address it remain 
one of Louisiana’s biggest 
struggles until the state ad-
dresses the missing piece in 
the puzzle, District Attorney 
Tony Clayton said.
It’s early childhood edu-

cation.
“That remains the piece 

we haven’t figured out in 
the crime puzzle,” he said. 
“Once we fit that piece into 
the puzzle, we will be well 
on our way into a basically 
crime-free society.”
Funding poses the biggest 

challenge.
Nearly 20 percent of the 

state lives in poverty, defined 
as $26,500 in the 2020 
census. The figure does 
not include those who are 
just above the line, listed 
as “asset limited, income 
constrained and employed” 
or “Alice.”
Increased funding of early 

childhood education could 
lead the state onto a path that 
would improve test scores 
in schools, curb the dropout 
rate and significantly reduce 
the crime rate, officials say. 
“If you look at other first-

world countries – Singapore, 
for example – you’ll see 
that the higher the level of 
education, the lower level 
you have for crime,” he said. 
“Once we figure that out, 
we will have figured out this 
matrix.”
Clayton’s approach means 

a “start over” on kindergar-

ten, which would ultimately 
reverse the current trend.
“You could start with a 

child at its early age, and 
15 years down the road you 
have an educated child, and 
at 20, that child is educat-
ed, their children will be 
educated, and the following 
generations will continue the 
cycle,” Clayton said. 
“It’s a matter of working 

in reverse, and it reverts 
to what many consider the 
basic blueprint for civilized 
behavior.
“It goes back to the Ten 

Commandments – thou shall 
not steal, thou shall not kill 
etc.,” he said. “Those are the 
basic tenets of what a society 
is based upon.”
State lawmakers approved 

a bill last year by Sen. Cleo 
Fields, D-Baton Rouge, 
that mandated schooling for 
preschool-age children.
Clayton said he believes it 

was a big step in the right 
direction.
“The problem with this 

country and patricianly this 
state was that kids were not 
mandated to start school 
until first grade – in other 
countries, kids start at three 
years old,” he said. “My 
2-year-old grandchild was 
counting to 10, but we had 
her in preschool.
“If we catch up with 

children in China who learn 
those skills at 3 years old, 
we’ll be able to catch up,” 
Clayton said. “We now have 
to start over with kindergar-
ten and take inverted actions.

‘A missing
puzzle piece’

The southbound stretch of the Intracoastal Bridge will be replaced. Construction is 

set to begin in April. 

Construction will begin 
in April on a project to 
replace the La. 1 Intracoast-
al Bridge in West Baton 
Rouge Parish, the Louisi-
ana Department of Trans-
portation and Development 
announced Monday. 

This $57.7 million proj-
ect will replace the south-
bound bridge with a new 
bridge that will be built on 
the west side of the existing 
structure. 

Additionally, Ernest Wil-
son Drive and La. 1 will be 
realigned to connect with 
the new bridge. 

Vehicles will remain on 
the current alignment until 
the new bridge is complet-
ed, when both southbound 
and northbound traffic 
will be shifted to the new 
bridge. 

Two lanes of traffic in 
each direction will be in 
place during construction.

Temporary lane closures 
will be kept to a minimum 
and will only be allowed 
for a duration of a single 
day from the hours of 7 
p.m. to 4 a.m.

This is part of a two-
phase project that once 
completed, will have a new 

southbound bridge that has 
three 12-foot lanes and 10-
foot shoulders and a new 
northbound bridge with two 
12-foot lanes and 10-foot 
shoulders and a barrier 
separated exit lane for I-10 
eastbound. 

Phase 2 is scheduled to 

go to bid in the summer 
2023.

The contractor, Kiewit 
Louisiana Co., is anticipat-
ed to be completed with 
phase one in early 2023, 
weather permitting. 

Phase two is estimated to 
be completed in 2026.

BATON ROUGE – The 
Baton Rouge Area Cham-
ber (BRAC) today released 
its monthly economic indi-
cator dashboard that exam-
ines and analyzes the state 
of the regional economy.
“The region is within 

2.1% of a full jobs recov-
ery, and job postings in 
December were up 45% 
year-over-year. With a his-
torically low unemploy-
ment rate and a tight labor 
market, employers should 
increasingly be looking to 
deepen their talent pipe-
line by engaging with our 
regional higher education 
institutions, creating paid 
internship programs, and 
retaining those students as 
full-time employees after 

graduation,” said Andrew 
Fitzgerald, senior vice 
president of business intel-
ligence for BRAC.
Key findings from this 

month’s dashboard include:
The Baton Rouge Metro’s 

3.2% unemployment rate 
is the region’s lowest in re-
corded history; Job postings 
outnumber unemployed 
workers more than 2-to-1; 
Three important industries 
(Professional Services, 
Education/Healthcare, and 
Trade/Transportation/Util-
ities) have more jobs now 
than pre-pandemic; The 
hotel occupancy rate for 
the week ending January 22 
was nearly 8% higher than 
the national average; Res-
idents in the Capital Re-

gion’s two largest commut-
er parishes (Livingston and 
Ascension) are traveling to 
work more frequently now 
than pre-pandemic; and 
Louisiana State University 
and Southern University 
are hotbeds for in-demand 
talent: the two universi-
ties combine for 10,400+ 
students across technical 
disciplines like nursing, 
biology, mechanical engi-
neering, and computer sci-
ence.
Employers interested in 

tapping into student talent 
within the region are en-
couraged to create a free 
employer profile on Hand-
shake, the platform that the 
region’s higher education 
institutions (LSU, South-

ern, BRCC, RPCC, and 
FranU) are promoting on 
campus. More information 
about Handshake, the re-
gional partnership behind 
it, and how to create a pro-
file can be found at brac.
org/handshake.
BRAC also recently an-

nounced the launch of BR 
Works, the region’s first 
and only regional jobs por-
tal. The site automatically 
sources every open posi-
tion within the region, and 
directs jobseekers to posi-
tions that match their skill-
set and experience level.
BRAC’s Economic Indi-

cator dashboard looks at a 
number of data points to il-
lustrate the economy’s cur-
rent state. With data from a 

number of regional stake-
holders, the dashboard is 
the most real-time analysis 
of the Baton Rouge metro 
economy available. 
BRAC’s business intelli-

gence team provides cus-
tom research services on 
a competitive fee-for-ser-
vice basis, including labor 
market research, economic 
impact modeling, demo-
graphic and economic data, 
and general research and 
consulting. Interested busi-
nesses may contact Senior 
Vice President of Business 
Intelligence Andrew Fitz-
gerald at andrew@brac.
org. 
About the Baton Rouge 

Area Chamber 
The Baton Rouge Area 

Chamber (BRAC) leads 
economic development 
in the nine-parish Baton 
Rouge Area, working to 
grow jobs and wealth and 
to improve the business cli-
mate and competitiveness 
in the region. Today, BRAC 
investors include more than 
1,500 small businesses, 
mid-sized firms, large in-
dustry and entrepreneurial 
startups, as well as indi-
viduals and organizations 
that support business and 
economic development. In 
this capacity, BRAC serves 
as the voice of the busi-
ness community, providing 
knowledge, access, ser-
vices and advocacy. More 
information is available at 
brac.org.  

BRAC releases economic indicator
dashboard for Capital Region

BATON ROUGE – Loui-
siana Speaker of the House 
Clay Schexnayder an-
nounced the creation of a 
select committee to review 
the handling, on all levels, 
of the Ronald Greene In-
cident, including receiving 
testimony from various 
persons. “I look to the com-
mittee to provide answers to 
questions regarding the in-
cident and its handling that 
would assist members, the 
family, and the public in un-
derstanding what happened 
and help the state move for-
ward.”, Speaker Schexnay-
der said. 

 This action is necessitated 
based on new revelations in 
the case from the last week, 
including the concerning in-
formation shared in recent 
press articles and statements 
made by the Governor in his 
corresponding press confer-
ence. 
 These events have raised 

serious questions regarding 
who knew what and when. 
Speaker Schexnayder said, 
“The actions taken that 
night and the cryptic deci-
sions and statements made 
every step of the way since 
then have eroded public 
trust. That trust can only be 

regained with a transparent 
and robust search for the 
whole truth in this matter.”
 The select committee will 

hold a hearing shortly after 
the conclusion of the cur-
rent special session. Invited 
witnesses will be announced 
soon.
 “The truth must come out 

to show what happened in 
this case and in the events 
that followed. The public 
demands it and the family 
deserves it. No crime should 
be ignored, no cover-up will 
be tolerated,” said Speaker 
Schexnayder.
 The select committee 

membership will be bal-
anced and will consist of the 
following House members:
 Rep. Tanner Magee, 
Chairman, Rep. Tony Ba-
cala,  Rep. Jason Hughes, 
Rep. Edmond Jordan, Rep. 
Mandie Landry, Rep.C. De-
nise Marcelle, Rep. Richard 
Nelson and Rep. Debbie 
Villio
   “The members of this se-
lect committee understand 
the seriousness of this issue 
and hope to bring some clo-
sure to the family and public 
at large in this matter,” said 
Select Committee Chairman 
Tanner Magee.

Creation of select committee to investigate 
Ronald Greene incident announced 
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