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Brusly High student Braxton Michel explains why he
chose to be a part of Educators Rising at the launch
on Tuesday, Sept. 18. 

WBR ‘pilot parish’
with EdRising launch

Photo by Breanna Smith
Local law enforcement officers enjoy a lunch of burgers and treat bags at the
Brusly branch of Cottonport Bank for the fourth annual Burgers 4 Badges. 

See BADGES on Page 2

Residents oppose Thermaldyne variance

Port Allen
man killed
on US 190

Photo by Breanna Smith
Port Allen High School Principal James Jackson and
West Baton Rouge School Board Superintendent
Wes Watts at the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

The West Baton Rouge
School Board cut the rib-
bon on construction proj-
ects that transformed Port
Allen High School into a
new campus Wednesday,
Sept. 19.  
Minor portions of the

project are still in
progress, which Port Allen
High Principal James
Jackson said is like get-
ting a new present every
day. 
“Every single thing that

we do is for kids. The
board meetings, the tax
passing, everything that
we do is for kids,”

Jackson said at the ribbon-
cutting ceremony. “If
there’s anything that I’m
most appreciative of, it’s
this school for our kids.” 
School Board members

Teri Bergeron and G.
Alden Chustz are Port
Allen High alum. Both
noted the progress from
the original campus to the
new campus, and finally
to the renovated school at
Wednesday’s ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony.
“It’s amazing,”

Bergeron said.  
The renovation includ-

ed upgrades to the media
center, administration
area, school entrance and
classrooms.
Students were “in awe”

when they returned to
school after summer
break,  Jackson said. 
The fire alarm, inter-

com, technology and secu-
rity systems were updated
as part of the project. 
The renovation is just

step one for the campus.
Port Allen High will also
cut the ribbon on an auxil-
iary gym and 450-seat the-
ater building next year.
The theater will also hold
classrooms for the band
and other art classes.
Those projects should
reach “substantial comple-
tion” near the end of the
2018-19 school year,
Superintendent Wes Watts

West Baton Rouge
kicked off the year as the
pilot parish for the
Educators Rising program
with the first EdRising
launch in the state at Port
Allen High on Tuesday,
Sept. 18. 
Educators Rising seeks

to elevate the teaching pro-
fession by helping high
school students interested
in a career in education get
a head start. The program
aims to enroll the best and

Cutting the ribbon on
Port Allen High

Photo by Breanna Smith
School Board members, public officials, community leaders, and the faculty and staff of Port Allen High gathered for a ribbon-cutting
ceremony Wednesday, Sept. 19. 
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A single vehicle fatality
crash on US 190 west of
LA 415 took the life of a
Port Allen resident shortly
after 8:00 p.m. on Sept. 23,
2018, according to a
release from Louisiana
State Police Troop A.
The crash took the life

of Fernando Mynor of Port
Allen.
The initial investigation

by State Police revealed

Residents packed the
West Baton Rouge Parish
Council chambers to oppose
the variance requested by
Thermaldyne, an environ-
mental services firm that
recently completed a $50
million facility on North
Line Road in Port Allen,
during a public hearing

hosted by the Louisiana
Department of
Environmental Quality
(LDEQ) Thursday, Sept. 20. 
Rep. Edmond Jordan

criticized LDEQ for failing
to provide adequate space
for the number of residents
in attendance. It was a
pleasant surprise to see the
number of concerned resi-
dents show up, but disap-
pointing to see many of

them huddled around a tele-
vision screen in the lobby to
hear the meeting, if they
hadn’t already left, Jordan
told DEQ officials. 
Parish President Riley

“PeeWee” Berthelot, Parish
Council Member Bary
Hugghins and Senior Vice
President of Business
Development at Baton
Rouge Area Chamber
Russell Richardson were

among the few who
expressed support for the
variance.
Hugghins, who has a

background in chemistry,
chemical engineering, and
thermal desorption, sup-
ports the variance because
the company is a “legiti-
mate recycler.”
Thermaldyne uses a process
called "vacuum-assisted
thermal disposition" to

extract reusable oil products
from materials like tank
bottoms, which are typical-
ly shipped for disposal or
minimal recycling. 
Richardson has worked

closely with Thermaldyne
as it has built the facility in
Port Allen. The company
has worked diligently with
state and local officials to
bring the investment to
fruition with safety and

compliance as priorities,
Russell said. It will bring 75
jobs and contribute approxi-
mately $7 billion in local
sales and property tax rev-
enues over 20 years, he con-
tinued. 
Berthelot went on sever-

al tours of the facility and
had no problem supporting
the variance, he said. 
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State gets
$30 million

to fight 
opioids

Badges 4 Burgers
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The federal government
will provide nearly $30 mil-
lion to help Louisiana fight
the opioid overdose epi-
demic. The U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) and
the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) expanded
funding as part of their five-
point strategy to fight the
epidemic across the nation. 
The HHS announced it

would fund more than $1
billion to states. The CDC
will provide $155 million in

See OPIOIDS on Page 2

IInsIdensIde :: News                1, 2
Lifestyles          3 -5

Events         3
Opinion      6

Arrests             7
Obituaries        7

Bids, Notices   5 & 8
Legals                9-16

Classifieds     17 & 18
Sports            21 & 22


