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 The West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office Criminal 
Investigations Division 
is requesting the public’s 
assistance in identifying 
and apprehending two 
masked and armed persons 
that committed an armed 
robbery at the Lucky 
Dollar Casino on Lobdell 
Highway on Friday Jan. 
24, sometime around 3 
a.m.  
 The two robbers were 
dressed in dark clothing, 
hoodies and masks and 
entered the front door by 
shattering a secured glass 
door, confronted a security 

guard with a handgun and 
forcibly entered the cashier 
area where they took an 
undisclosed amount of 
money before exiting the 
rear door of the casino, 
according to Capt. Kevin 
Cyrus.
  “We are asking the pub-
lic to let us know anything 
they might have seen 
or have heard since the 
crime,” he said. 
 “Tips from the public are 
key to our investigation,” 
Cyrus said, adding several 
tips have come in but not 
nearly enough to solve the 
crime. 
 He continued by saying  
no vehicle was seen that 
might have been a getaway 

car. 
 Cyrus said the descrip-
tions they have of the men 
are sketchy at best and 
indicate no more than that 
one of the suspects was 
thin and tall and the other 
man was a little shorter. 
  Anyone with infor-
mation on the identities 
and location of these two 
masked assailants is urged 
to contact Crime Stoppers 
at (225) 344-STOP (7867) 
and anonymously report 
of West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office Criminal 
Investigations Division at 
(225) 382-5200.

    

 Caiden King was named 
the Student of the Year for 
the 2019-10 school year at 
Holy Family School and 
from what all of his teach-
ers and administrators say 

about the eighth grader, 
he’s certainly worthy. 
 “He’s a very bright indi-
vidual, very talented, he’s 
a great artist, very friend-
ly, very personable and 
he was just at the top of 
our list for Student of the 
Year,” said his principal, 
Alise Ashford. 

 “I have witnessed his 
enthusiasm, passion and 
incredible work ethic 
both on the field and in 
the classroom,” said Bart 
Saia, the school’s athletic 
director. 
 “Caiden is a true exam-
ple of a student-athlete as 
his dedication and com-
mitment to both are very 
impressive,” he continued.

“It is an honor for me to 
have him represent Holy 
Family every time he puts 
a uniform on as he always 
displays great sportsman-
ship and is a team player,” 
Saia said. 
 King has made a similar 
impression on all of his 
teachers. 
 “Caiden always displays 
kindness, humility and 
Christian values when in-
teracting with his teachers 
and his classmates,” said 
his history teacher, Pat 
Crocker. “Caiden is one 
of the best essay writers I 
have taught and his knowl-
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 It’s a difficult job, a 
challenging job, but the 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
Teachers of the Year say 
they love what they do and 
all the hard work is worth 
it. 
 Being named a Teach-
er of the Year was just 
lagniappe, they all said.
 Dereka Duncan, the 
elementary Teacher of the 
Year teaches fifth grade 
reading and science at 
Cohn Elementary. 
 A Port Allen native, 
she is married to Joshua 
Duncan and they have 
three sons, aged 9, 4 and 9 
months old. 
 She earned a bachelor’s 
degree from Southern 
University in elementary 
education then capped that 
with a master’s degree in 
educational leadership
 “Originally, I wanted to 
be a nurse,” she said, but 
the birth of the first of her 
three sons caused her to 
rethink that plan. 
 “I felt like I needed to 
change career paths so that 
I could focus on being a 
better mother,” Duncan 
said. 
 After volunteering a 
bit at one of the parish’s 
elementary schools, “I felt 
like I’d found a place for 
me.” 
 “I just fell in love with 
teaching,” Duncan said, 

especially the way it 
allowed her to interact with 
children, to motivate them 
to be the best they can be. 
“I just knew that’s what I 
wanted to be.”
 “The fact that you get to 
develop relationships with 
students and the realiza-
tion that you’re impacting 
those kids’ lives makes this 
job very rewarding,” she 
continued. 
 Despite her commitment 
to her work and the amount 
of effort she puts into it, 
Duncan was surprised, and 
humbled, by her peers’ 
nominating her for Teacher 
of the Year at Cohn, but 
even more so that she was 
selected at parish level as 
well to carry the title.
 “It’s a huge honor,” she 
said, but was quick to add 
there are many teachers at 
her school worthy of the 
honors. “I work with a lot 
of amazing teachers.”
 Duncan said she was 
proud to be represent-
ing West Baton Rouge’s 
schools. 
 “I’m really happy that 
I’m here in this district and 
that I’m here to make a 
change for my community 
in a positive way,” she 
said. “I’m just glad God 
gave me this honor and I 
just want to use this recog-
nition to be able to be an 
advocate for the students.
 Emily Domingue is a na-
tive of Addis and an LSU 
graduate with a bachelor’s 

degree in education and 
she’s also Brusly Middle 
School’s head coach of 
three girls’ sports, volley-
ball, basketball and track, 
“which makes for some 
long days but it’s worth it.”
 “I went into teaching to 
change lives,” the middle 
school level Teacher of the 
Year said. 
 Teaching and coach-
ing “make for some long 
days and you wonder if 
it’s worth it,” Domingue 
said, but seeing her former 
students succeed as adults 
is her reward. 
“ Sometimes they come 
back to me and say, ‘Thank 
you for taking time with 
me and I made the decision 
I made because of you,’” 
she continued.
 Domingue first went 
into special education, but 
soon realized she would 
have a bigger influence on 
more children teaching. 
Physical education was a 
natural choice for her. “I’m 
not saying that every day 
is easy, but every day is 
rewarding.” 
“ That way, I could affect 
even more kids and be able 
to spend more time with 
my athletes,” Domingue 
said. 
 She said she wouldn’t 
want to teach in any other 
district. 
 “I’m from here, I was 
born and I’m raising my 
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 The federal government 
performs a census every 
10 years and 2020 is one 
of those years. Defined as 
“the procedure of system-
atically acquiring and re-
cording information about 
the members of a given 
population. 
 Mayor Richard Lee III of 
Port Allen said the impor-
tance of a correct census 
cannot be overstated. 
 “The federal government 
has anywhere between 
$700 and $800 billion 
they have to allocate for 
infrastructure and growth 
factors, like schools, trans-
portation and housing,” he 
said. 
“ All that money that’s al-
located is divided accord-
ing to your population,” 
Lee said, adding the census 
numbers are also used 
critically at the local level. 
 “Each municipality in 
West Baton Rouge also 
uses the census to calculate 
the amount of sales tax 
dollars that are distributed 

to the municipalities,” the 
mayor continued. 
 Lee said he believes 
Addis may well surpass 
Port Allen with this year’s 
census, given the amount 
of growth the town has 
experienced since the last 
census 10 years ago. 
 “No matter how the 
numbers come out in terms 
of the municipalities, the 
parish always gets the 
biggest slice of the pie,” he 
said. 
 The importance of the 
census is amplified by 
the fact that the numbers 
collected this year will be 
the numbers the federal 
government will use for 
the next decade. 
 The census data is used 
for 10 years so it’s im-
portant that it’s counted 
accurately because of the 
possible change in mu-
nicipalities in the parish’s 
status, Lee said. 
 To be considered a city, 
a municipality must have 
a population of at least 
5,000, a number Port Allen 
is going to be very close to 
falling below while Addis 

may exceed that threshold 
to become a city instead of 
a town. 
 “Since basically, the 
census results are used to 
calculate the percentage 
of funds and how they’re 
distributed,” Lee said. 
 “We have to make sure 
that count is accurate and 
that everybody partici-
pates,” he continued. 
 Census workers will 
begin making their rounds 
in March and will be easily 
identified as legitimate be-
cause they will have identi-
fication cards. 
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