
Each season is a reason
for the West Baton Rouge
Oasis Jazz Band to get
together for a performance.
The band’s 15 members
hosted a free concert at the
Port Allen Ferry Landing
on Wednesday, July 11 for
its summer gig. 
Sounds of jazz filled the

air as barges passed in the
background and night
began to fall. The perform-
ance included a tribute to
Michael Jackson and rendi-
tion of songs by Earth,
Wind and Fire. 
“Performing on the

levee was an experience the
band really enjoyed,” Oasis
Jazz Band Director Daniel
Guyton said. “Once it start-
ed getting dark and the
lights came on across the
river, the view was spectac-
ular!”
The band began in 2016

and held its first perform-
ance in June of 2017 at the
Addis Community Center.
Since then the band has
performed around the
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Can you hear that?
It’s the Panther Sound!

Oasis on the levee

Photo by Josh Hoover
Jean-Luke Bernard, Kayla Wiley, MaKayla Lacy, Cody Thurber and Brandon Domingue playing at the levee
top concert. Visit www.thewestsidejournal.com or the WBR Oasis Jazz Band Facebook page for a full gallery. 

  

WBR leading
the way in
teacher training  

Photo by Breanna Smith
Council members look and listen as Mayor Richard Lee shows a presentation
of city vehicles before the vote to override his veto of the budget. 

See OASIS on Page 2

BReanna smIth
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Photo by Breanna Smith
Community members held a second "Justice for Fatrell" rally during the
Wednesday, July 11 Port Allen City Council meeting. Shouts of "What do we
want? Justice. When do we want it? Now." could be heard throughout the latter
part of the meeting. Friends and family of Fatrell Queen, whose murder in
September 2017 remains unsolved, greeted meeting attendees and council
members with "No justice, no peace" as they exited City Hall after the meeting.
“The City of Port Allen needs to put their resources towards solving this one
unsolved murder and deterring the recent rash of burglaries in our community,”
Queen’s mother, Tara Snearl, said in a Facebook post before the rally. 

Cortec announced a
$2.5 million expansion to
its industrial coatings facil-
ity in Port Allen. The
investment will create four
direct new jobs while
retaining 42 existing jobs
and increase the company’s
payroll at the Port Allen
facility to $3.3 million.
The company manufac-

tures and services compact
valves, chokes and other
specialty equipment for the
global oil and gas industry.
Louisiana Economic

Development estimates the
project will result in seven
new indirect jobs, for a
total of 11 new jobs for
West Baton Rouge Parish
and the Capital Region.
Throughout Louisiana, the
Houma-based company
currently employs about
150 people.
The expansion is

expected to be completed
and placed in operation by
the second quarter of 2019.
“This expansion brings

both new jobs and new
capabilities to Cortec’s

The West Baton Rouge
Parish School District is
first in line to change the
future of education with a
new program for students
interested in gaining leader-
ship and teaching skills. A
group of students from Port
Allen and Brusly High will
begin the first Educators
Rising curriculum offered
in the state this Fall.
“I’m always excited, but

I’m super excited about
this,” Kim Eckert, a Brusly
High teacher named
Louisiana Teacher of the
Year and spearhead of the
program in the district said.
Eckert recruited 17 stu-

dents she described as artic-
ulate, charismatic and pas-
sionate from Brusly High to
participate in the classes
this year. Port Allen High
will implement the program
as an extracurricular club
for the 2018-19 school year
then incorporate it into the
class schedule next year.
PAHS will hold a recruit-
ment day in September for
students but is already
accepting students interest-
ed. The only requirement
for the program is the desire
to be a great human being,
Eckert said. 
Teachers Dr. Kellie

Green and Jill Edwards will
spearhead the program at

Industry
expansion
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Port Allen, we have a budget

Rally held at City Hall New pest a

problem for

local crops

A new pest that attacks
certain crops grown in
Louisiana has been identi-
fied.
The root-knot nema-

tode, Meloidogyne
enterolobii (M. enterolo-
bii), is a serious pest which
has a high rate of reproduc-
tion and a wide host range
that includes soybean, sug-
arcane and sweet potato. It
has also been known to
attack varieties of tomato,
soybean and sweet potato
that are considered resist-
ant to the Southern root-
knot nematode species
which is common in
Louisiana.

staff RepoRt
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

False River

facelift gets

more funds
The Port Allen City

Council unanimously voted
to override Mayor Richard
Lee’s veto of the 2018-19
budget at the regular meet-
ing Wednesday, July 11. 
Councilman Brandon

Brown made the motion to
override the budget, but
after the vote said he misun-
derstood and meant to vote
against the override. A
majority of the council
denied his request for a
revote.
“We have a budget,”

Chief Financial Officer
Audrey McCain sighed

when the attempt at a revote
was denied. 
For the 2018-19 fiscal

year, all community events
must come before the coun-
cil for approval on a case-
by-case basis. The idea is to
provide more oversight and
accountability of taxpayer
money spent on community
events and to encourage the
Community Development
Committee to seek lasting
sponsorships, Council
Member Gary Hubble, who
introduced both amend-
ments, said. 
Despite a powerpoint

presentation showing tat-
tered city vehicles, Mayor
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State Rep. Major Thibaut
has secured an additional $2
million in state funding for
the False River Restoration
Project as work continues on
the river. Dredging of the
north end of the river is
expected to begin in
November or December of
2018.
Since 2011, more than

3.5 million dollars of state
and private funding have
been obtained and allocated
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