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State Police turn over report on 
deputy-involved shooting to District 

Attorney’s Office
     
 Following the shooting 
of a suspected drug dealer 
at a motel on U.S. 190 in 
Port Allen involving a law 
enforcement officer, the 
West Baton Rouge Sher-
iff’s Office turned the in-
vestigation of the incident 
to the Louisiana State Po-
lice. 
 That report was com-
pleted and delivered to the 
District Attorney’s Office 
of the 18th Judicial District 
last week. 
 Prosecutors with District 
Attorney Ricky Ward’s of-
fice will request the state 
Attorney General’s Office 
to examine the findings 
of the investigation and 
determine if any criminal 
charges need to be filed. 
 Josef Richardson was 
killed by a single shot July 
25 from Vance Matranga Jr. 
almost immediately after 
officers with the Riverwest 
Narcotics Task Force, us-
ing a no-knock search war-
rant, kicked in the door to 
Richardson’s room in July 
based on information the 
man was dealing drugs. 
 The incident quickly 
brought protests from the 
public and soon after the 
shooting, a press confer-
ence was held on the steps 
of the West Baton Rouge 
Parish Courthouse with 

members of Richardson’s 
family and attorneys from 
the NAACP in attendance. 
 After Richardson’s body 
had been removed from 
the motel room, detectives 
arrested Jessica Clouatre, 
39, a woman identified as 
his girlfriend, on one count 
each of distribution of 
marijuana and distribution 
of methamphetamine and 
one count of the additional 
charges of possession with 
the intent to distribute both 
drugs. 
 No weapons were found 
during the search of the 
room. 
 During the press con-
ference shortly after the 
incident, Clouatre has said 
through her attorney Rich-
ardson was trying to sur-
render when he was shot. 
 Members of Richard-
son’s family and their attor-
neys as well as civil rights 
attorney Ben Crump, called 
the shooting unjustified and 
the large group on hand 
began shouting “Justice 
For Josef” and demanding 
transparency during the in-
vestigation. 
 An autopsy conducted 
by the East Feliciana Cor-
oner’s Office determined 
Richardson, 38, died from 
a single gunshot to the back 
of the head and the report 
concluded Richardson’s 
death to be homicide. The 
conclusion of homicide 
does not necessarily indi-
cate a crime was commit-

ted.
 The autopsy became 
public record after it was 
completed but the State 
Police report will not until 
the District Attorney’s Of-
fice forwards the case to a 
grand jury or determines 
there is insufficient evi-
dence to charge Matranga 
with a crime. 
 Those records also indi-
cate Matranga won Medal 
of Honor award for saving 
a state trooper’s life and 
had been the defendant in 
a lawsuit alleging he hit 
a suspect with his unit in 
2016 and broke the sus-
pect’s leg during a pursuit. 
Matranga has since been 
removed as a defendant in 
that suit.    
 In addition to transpar-
ency throughout the in-
vestigation, Richardson’s 
family and the attorneys in-
volved have also demanded 
thoroughness during the 
State Police investigation 
and prompt attention. 
 “The Louisiana State 
Police is committed to 
conducting a thorough, in-
dependent and impartial 
investigation,” the agency 
said through a statement 
released after the case was 
turned over to it. “Howev-
er, the investigative process 
takes time.”
 About a month after the 
shooting, attorneys repre-
senting Richardson’s fam-
ily filed a lawsuit with the 
U.S. District Court against 

the West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office, Sheriff 
Mike Cazes and others over 
what they claim in the suit 
as a “wrongful death.”
 “There was no legal cause 
to justify the use of force 
against Mr. Richardson and 
the force used against Mr. 
Richardson was unreason-
able and excessive,” the 
lawsuit claims. 
 Another Sheriff’s Office 
employee, Brett Cavaliere, 
was named a defendant in 
the lawsuit after it was re-
vealed he was the law en-

forcement officer who re-
quested the search warrant. 
 The attorneys for the 
family are also requesting 
an expert hired by them 
be allowed to examine the 
weapon used the night of 
the incident while it is the 
possession of the State Po-
lice.
 The attorneys are con-
cerned the handgun used 
by the deputy that night 
might have been tampered 
with, possibly by reducing 
the tension needed to fire it, 
or a “hair trigger.” 

 “...That’s the question that 
will get to the crux of the 
matter,” Crump said. 
 “The best way we feel to 
be able to do that is to allow 
our expert—under their 
(the State Police’s) supervi-
sion to be able to examine 
the weapon,” he continued.
 Based on the assertions 
made in the lawsuit, the 
attorneys are seeking dam-
ages for emotional distress, 
trauma, the loss of enjoy-
ment of life, psychological 
harm and pain and suffer-
ing.
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 The West Baton Rouge 
Museum will host its an-
nual Holiday Open House 
this Sunday, Dec. 8, from 2 
p.m. to 5 p.m. 
 As with any south Loui-
siana celebration, there will 
be live music. 
 This year’s entertainment 
will be the West Baton 
Rouge Museum’s Blues 
After School Program from 
2:15 p.m., followed by 
the West Baton Rouge All 
Parish Choir beginning at 
2:30 p.m. led by Claudette 
Purnell and ending with the 
Old Time Music Open Jam. 
All of these events will be 
held in the Brick Gallery. 
 More music will ema-
nate from the muse-
um’s Juke Joint with an old 
fashioned record spinning 
of holiday music hosted by 
Teddy Johnson, the legend-
ary owner of Teddy’s Juke 
Joint near Zachary. Teddy 
will begin spinning holiday 
tunes at 2 p.m. and contin-
ue until 5 p.m. 
 The beautiful grounds 
of the museum on North 
Jefferson Avenue will be 
buzzing with activity Sun-
day afternoon in anticipa-
tion of the upcoming holi-
day. 
 There will be a book-sign-
ing of the museum-spon-
sored new book, “Juke 
Joint Men.” The book was 
produced by the museum 
and authored by its curator 
and director of interpreta-
tion, Kathe’ Hambrick and 
the artwork created by J.K. 
Lawson. 
 There will also be warm 

cider, gingerbread and vin-
tage games as well as or-
nament making and other 
holiday crafts. 
 The holiday event will 
feature tableaux perfor-
mances, dancers dressed in 
period costumes, in the c. 
1830 Aillet House. 

 The children will be de-
lighted with a visit from 
Papa Noel that will provide 
a great photo opportunity, 
although parents will need 
to bring their own cameras. 
 Santa’s Workshop, nor-
mally referred to as the 
Museum Barn, will be 

abuzz with activity by San-
ta’s helpers who will be 
busy with blacksmithing 
and woodworking demon-
strations. 
 For more information 
call the museum at (225) 
336-2422.

Attorney Ben Crump, center, speaks to members of the media and the public 
in the aftermath of the shooting of Josef Richardson. Left of Crump is Jessica 
Clouatre, Richardson’s girlfriend. 
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Port Commission 

elects its officers 
WBR Museum to host its annual 
Christmas festivities this Sunday

 The board of commis-
sioners for the Port of 
Greater Baton Rouge, at 
its regular meeting held 
on November 21, 2019, 
elected officers for 2019-
2020.  Officers elected 
include Rebecca Cunard, 
East Baton Rouge Parish, 
Treasurer, Bob Kelly, East 
Baton Rouge Parish, Secre-
tary, and Clint Seneca, Iber-
ville Parish, vice-president.
 Rebecca Cunard, trea-
surer, an East Baton Rouge 
Parish appointee, is an at-
torney in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.
 Bob Kelly, secretary, re-
tired from Exxon Mobil 
and continues as a cattle 
farmer, and is a Louisiana 
Farm Bureau representa-
tive.
 Clint Seneca, vice pres-
ident, is a deputy assessor 
for the Iberville Parish As-
sessor’s Office, and is an 
elected Alderman for the 

Town of Grosse Tete. Mr. 
Seneca has been on the 
Port’s board since 2009.
 The port governance 
body is a 15-member com-
mission appointed by Gov-
ernor John Bel Edwards to 
establish policy and provide 
oversight into the port’s de-
velopment. Port commis-
sioners are selected from 
the four parishes served by 
the port: Ascension, Iber-
ville, East and West Baton 
Rouge. The Greater Baton 
Rouge Port Commission 
oversees 85 miles of the 
Mississippi River and a 
port that handles millions 
of tons of cargo annually 
while providing access to 
mid-America through the 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 
and the upper Mississippi 
River system.
 For more information on 
the Port of Greater Baton 
Rouge, visit the website at 
www.portgbr.co

Members of the Garden and Civic Club of West Baton Rouge decorate last 
year’s Christmas tree at the museum. 
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