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Former Brusly police 
chief Jamie Whaley has 
found himself on the wrong 
side of the law again. 

The West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office confirmed 
Whaley was arrested for 
theft from the Port Allen 
Walmart on Dec. 19, 2020 
following a report by the 
WBRZ Investigative Unit. 

Whaley allegedly left the 
store with $516.40 worth 
of merchandise after pay-
ing only $68.23 at the self 
checkout. 

Whaley was booked into 
the West Baton Rouge Par-
ish Jail and released on a 
summons for theft.

Whaley resigned as chief 
of police in 2014 after an 
investigation by the State 
Inspector General and the 
FBI revealed Whaley fu-

eled up his boat with the 
department’s credit card 
at least 29 times. The in-
vestigation also uncovered 
seven department guns that 
could not be located and 
forged checks.

Whaley avoided jail time 
with a no-contest plea to 
felony malfeasance charges 
in 2015.
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Traffic stop in Brusly leads to 
arrest with K-9 officer’s help

Officers with the Brusly Police Depart-
ment arrested a teenager for possession of 
drugs with intent to distribute in the pres-
ence of a firearm during a traffic stop on 
Tuesday, Dec. 29.

Authorities arrested David Stovall, Jr. of 
Brusly when K9 Officer Maverick alerted 
officers of drugs in the vehicle following a 
traffic stop for an expired inspection stick-
er. Authorities found 55 grams of marijua-
na and a Glock 9 mm, which was reported 
stolen from a Lukeville Lane residence in 
the vehicle.

Authorities charged Stovall with posses-
sion with intent to distribute in the pres-
ence of a firearm and several minor traffic 
violations.
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State distributes limited doses
of COVID vaccines to pharmacies

According to LDH on Tuesday, Jan. 5 
For the most up-to-date COVID-19 coverage please visit 

www.thewestsidejournal.com
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K-9 Officer Maverick shows off the items found during an arrest last week. 
During a traffic stop, K-9 Maverick alerted officers of drugs in the vehicle. 

DA Ricky Ward retires 
after 30-year tenure

January will bring a dif-
ferent life for 
District Attorney 
Richard “Ricky” 
Ward, who is re-
tiring after 30 years 
of being actively 
involved in major 
criminal case pros-
ecutions on a daily 
basis. Newly elect-
ed District Attorney 
Tony Clayton will be 
sworn in at the West 
Baton Rouge Courthouse 
on January 7.

Ward was first elected in 
1990 and took office in Jan-

uary, 1991. He has served 
as the District Attorney 
for Iberville, West Baton 
Rouge and Pointe Coupee 
Parishes ever since, being 

re-elected twice and hav-
ing no opposition for elec-
tion twice. He followed in 
the footsteps of his grand-

father, Sam Cashio, who 
served as District Attorney 
for 21 years and retired in 
1981. 

“There is a lot more to 

being District Attorney 
than just prosecuting crim-
inals, especially in rural 
communities, where we 
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— District Attorney-elect Tony Clayton

“
His player/coach approach to 

prosecuting cases led us to a 
nearly flawless conviction record 

over this 20-year period.”

A total of 107 pharmacies across 51 parishes in Louisiana 
were included in the listing for available sites COVID-19 
vaccinations the CDC made available last week. 

No locations were listed for West Baton Rouge Parish, 
but the state listing shows that the vaccine is available at 
all Walgreens locations by appointment only and at five 
pharmacies in neighboring Baton Rouge.  Goudeau’s 
Health Mart Pharmacy in Plaquemine and Super 1 Food 
Store pharmacy in New Roads were also included on a 
list the Louisiana Department of Health released Monday.

The first allocation is part of a very limited supply of 
Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccines, which became available 
on Jan. 4. 

The vaccines will be available to people 70 years and 
older, as well as ambulatory/outpatient care personnel, ac-
cording to the LDH. Gov. John Bel Edwards said Thursday 
he set the initial age cutoff at 70, rather than the feder-
al recommendation of 74 because the former represent-
ed a “clear demarcation” among Louisiana residents for 
higher risk of serious complications or death caused by 
COVID-19. Vaccines will also be available for people re-
ceiving treatment for end-stage renal disease (patients on 
dialysis), schools of allied health students/residents/staff 
and home agency patients and personnel.

Patients must contact a participating pharmacy and 
make an appointment at the pharmacy. Patients who arrive 
without an appointment will not be vaccinated. 

To view the entire list of selected pharmacies, log on to 
the LDH website under www.ldh.la.gov, and click on the 
“vaccine information” link on the homepage.

State officials are unsure how long it will take to vac-
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