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BATON ROUGE — The 
Louisiana Department of 
Health (LDH) reports 14 
COVID-19 severe preg-
nancy outcomes result-
ing in critical illness or 
death throughout Louisi-
ana since mid-July of this 
year, an alarming trend as 
the Delta variant circu-
lates around the state. All 
14 cases involved mothers 
who were unvaccinated, 
and resulted in 6 maternal 
deaths and 10 fetal deaths.

“More COVID-19-re-
lated maternal and fetal 
deaths have been report-
ed during the Delta surge 
than the total number of 
COVID-19 severe preg-
nancy outcomes reported 
during the previous 15 
months of the pandemic 
in Louisiana. It’s a tragic 
reminder of the vulner-
ability of pregnant indi-
viduals and their children 
to this highly contagious 

illness,” said State Health 
Officer Dr. Joseph Kanter. 
“Babies rely upon us and 
their parents for protec-
tion. We must do every-
thing we can, including 
getting the COVID vac-
cine, to ensure safe and 
healthy birth outcomes.”

People who are preg-
nant or have recently been 
pregnant are at increased 
risk of severe illness from 
COVID-19 compared to 
those who are not preg-
nant. LDH and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) 
recommend that all peo-
ple, including pregnant 
individuals, receive their 
COVID-19 vaccination. 
The American College of 
Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists and the Society 
for Maternal-Fetal Medi-
cine also recommend that 
all eligible people, includ-
ing pregnant and lactating 
individuals, be vaccinated 
against COVID-19. 

Alarming increase
in severe pregnancy 
outcomes reported 
amid COVID surge
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A police officer found 
himself on the other side 
of the law. Officer Ronald 
Monroe, Jr., 25, was ar-
rested and booked into the 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
Jail on charges of aggra-
vated assault with a fire-
arm, false imprisonment 
while armed and domestic 
abuse.

Monore is a current po-
lice officer with the Port 
Allen Police Department, 
but was arrested by Addis 
police Wednesday night. 
Also, he is a former dep-
uty with the East Baton 
Rouge Sheriff’s Office. 
Monroe is under ad-

ministrative leave with 
no pay. No other details 
about his arrest were 
available. 

A man was shot in Port 
Allen, Sunday, October 
3, 2021 multiple times. 
According to West Baton 
Rouge Sheriff’s Office, Er-
nest Young, 36 years old, 

was shot on Rev. Manuel 
Drive and later died in the 
hospital. 
 There are not any more 

details available currently. 
 If anyone has any infor-

mation about this shooting, 
contact the sheriff office at 
(225) 382- 5200. 

Local cop arrested 
and booked

Sunday shooting in 
Port Allen 

Strong prosecution of 
violent crimes is one of the 
priorities of 18th Judicial 
District Attorney Tony 
Clayton, and his agency has 
pushed through convictions 
and guilty pleas on a number 
of  cases involving felony 
crimes with weapons in Iber-
ville, West Baton Rouge and 
Pointe Coupee parishes.

POINTE COUPEE:
Javon Batiste, 22, 9093 

Delta Place Rd, New Roads, 
recently was sentenced after 
pleading guilty to man-
slaughter, illegal possession 
of stolen firearms (2 counts), 
and obstruction of justice. 
He was sentenced to a total 
of 40 years at hard labor on 
the manslaughter count, 5 
years on the possession of 
stolen firearms count, and 

20 years on the obstruction 
of justice count, with the 
sentences to run concurrent-
ly. Batiste shot and killed 
Jaelen Fowler on March 
27, 2019 on Pecan Drive in 
New Roads as the result of 
an on-going feud between 
them. He hid the weapon 
behind a shed near the crime 
scene.

WEST BATON ROUGE:
Arthur Breaux, 57, 786 

Burbridge Ave., Port Allen, 
was found guilty of principal 
to second degree robbery 
and principal to home inva-
sion. He entered the home 
of Leon Altazan on 6th 
Street in Port Allen through 
an unlocked back door on 
December 10, 2018. He at-
tempted to strangle Altazan, 
who was sleeping in his bed 

at the time. Altazan awoke 
and fought off Breaux, but 
Breaux stole his pants with 
his wallet, which was hold-
ing $1,600. Breaux knew the 
victim because he had done 
work for him in the past. He 
has not been sentenced yet.

Kevin Hamburg, 25, of 
7740 Morel Lane, Ventress, 
was found guilty of attempt-
ed second degree murder, 
attempted armed robbery 
and felon in possession of 
a firearm. Hamburg shot 
at Jeremy Gremillion, a 
patron at the La. Express 
Truck Stop in Erwinville in 
the early hours of August 
16, 2017. Video footage at 
the truck stop showed the 
shooting, the shooter was 
identified as Hamburg. He 
did not know the victim but 

attempted to rob him in the 
altercation. Hamburg was 
sentenced to 50 years in 
prison for attempted second 
degree murder, a concur-
rent sentence of 45 years in 
prison for attempted armed 
robbery, and 20 years to run 
consecutive for being a con-
victed felon in possession of 
a firearm.
IBERVILLE:

Jamarcus Collins, 23, 
58733 Jetson Ave., Plaque-
mine, plead guilty to armed 
robbery and possession of a 
firearm by a convicted felon 
on May 10. He was sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison 
without benefit of parole on 
the armed robbery count, 
and a consecutive 10 years in 
prison on the firearm count. 

The presentation of 
Evangeline and a carnival 
are among the traditional at-
tractions on the slate for the 
52nd annual International 
Acadian Festival. The festi-
val rolls into action Friday 
Oct. 22 at Mark A. “Tony” 
Gulotta Waterfront Park on 
57845 Foundry Street for a 
long slate of activities that 
will culminate with contin-
ue through Sunday night. 

One week prior to the 
festival, the presentation of 
2021 Evangeline Isabella 
LoBue will be held on Sat-
urday night, Oct. 16.

THURSDAY, OCT. 21  
A session for special 

needs children will be held 
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
The event, sponsored by 
Dow Chemical, will include 
lunch and rides for the 
children.

FRIDAY, OCT. 22
The Blessing of the 

Grounds will kick off the 
opening of the event at 

5 p.m. Food booths will 
open immediately after the 
blessing.

A Texas Hold ‘em 
Tournament will run from 6 
p.m.-til. Entry fee is $60.00.

Music by Marshall Law 
from 8 p.m. until 11 p.m. is 
also scheduled for opening 
day.

“All You Can Ride” 
bracelets will be available 
from 6 p.m. until 11 p.m. 
for $25 per bracelet.

SATURDAY, OCT. 23
Rides and food booths 

begin at 11 a.m. and the 
“All You Can Ride” brace-
lets will be on sale for rides 
between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
and another for 3 p.m. to 
7 p.m. Bracelets for each 
four-hour session are $25 
apiece.

Additional events for 
the day include:

--The International 
Acadian Festival Pageant 
will begin at 1 p.m. at the 
Plaquemine Community 

Center. Registration for 
the pageant is held at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall 
on Price Street, as well as 
the International Acadian 
Festival Pageant Facebook 
page.

-The cornhole tourna-
ment, which will roll into 
gear at 10:30 a.m. Registra-
tion begins at 9 a.m.

-The adult competition 
for the Acadian Festival 
Cookoff, which will run 
from noon until 5 p.m. A 
$500 prize will be awarded 
to the top winner.

-The band “Unfinished 
Business” will perform 
from 3 p.m. until 6 p.m., 
while music from Ross 
Grisham (8 p.m. - 11 p.m.) 
will wrap up the Saturday 
festivities.

SUNDAY, OCT. 24
The annual parade 

kicks off the final day of 
the festival. The procession 
begins at Carl F. Grant 
Civic Center on Belleview 

Road, to Eden Street/La. 
1 and ends at Main Street. 
Marching groups/dancing 
groups/bands/Bo Scouts/
Girl Scouts/businesses/ po-
litical candidates who wish 
to participate should contact 
Guy Ruggiero of (225) 687-
3778 or (225) 268-2533.

Rides and crafts/food 
booths will open at noon. 
Also, “All You Can Ride” 
bracelets for $25 each will 
run from noon-4 p.m., 
followed by another session 
from 4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Drop-off for Kid’s Cook 
entries will be at the festival 
grounds from 8 a.m. until 9 
a.m. For more information, 
contact Joe Richard at (225) 
326-8725.

NFL football will be 
seen on three TVs inside 
the sports bar from noon 
until 7 p.m. 

Music by Don Rich will 
close out the festival from 
6 p.m. until 9 p.m. at the 
main stage.

DA’s office brings tough 
prosecution to violent crimes
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Rides, food, music slated for Acadian Festival


