
Overall performance
scores on the LEAP test
remain unchanged from
last year, but are not an
accurate measure of class-
room successes, members
of the WBR School Board
agreed. Superintendent
Wes Watts described the
overall results of the
2017-18 school year
LEAP scores as “pretty
strong” in English and
Language arts and “not
good” in math and social
studies at the Tuesday,
July 17 School Board
Committee meeting. This
year’s assessment did not
include a science portion
because standards are still
being gauged. 

Gaps in ELA and Math
scores are common,
Superintendent Wes Watts

told the board, because
more time is spent on
reading in the classroom
as it is the foundation for
all types of learning. 

The overall percentage

of West Side students in
grades three through eight
who performed at the
mastery level on LEAP
tests is 32 percent for the
second year in a row, tag-

ging closely along to the
34 percent statewide aver-
age. This is the first year
Louisiana’s LEAP scores
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Brusly High featured on
Good Morning America

Hot and successful
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TOP: School Board member Rose Roche, Senator Rick Ward III, former Saints
player and attorney Randall “Blue” Gay, School Board member Teri Bergeron,
School Board Superintendent Wes Watts and Parish Council member Charlene
Gordon stand by supplies at WBRZ’s 2018 Stuff the Bus Campaign. 
RIGHT: Volunteers at WBRZ’s Stuff the Bus Campaign. 

West Baton Rouge
Mosquito Control con-
firmed eight samples test-
ed positive for West Nile
Virus in six of the 14
zones across the parish
Friday, July 20. The week
prior, six tested positive
in five zones.

West Nile Virus was
first spotted in the north-
ern end of the parish this
year. Last year, it began in
the central area of the
parish, around the old
bridge, Mosquito Control
Director George Bragg
said. 

Zones with positive
samples include Port
Allen on both sides of the
Intracoastal and the north
end of the parish includ-
ing Bueche and
Erwinville. Those zones
are scheduled for truck
spraying beginning
Tuesday, July 24.
Daytime larvicide opera-
tions will also be focused
on those zones, Bragg
said. 

No human cases have
been reported in the

WBRZ’s Stuff the Bus Campaign raises $10,000 in WBR

The 2018 WBRZ Stuff the Bus campaign raised approximately $10,000 in
school supplies for West Side students. More than 100 volunteers, four major
sponsors and several individual donations helped make this year another suc-
cess, School Board Member Teri Bergeron said.

Sheriff’s Office hands
investigation to State Police

Deputy accused of stalking, assualting
women during traffic stops

A look at LEAP scores

The West Baton
Rouge Sheriff’s Office
handed over an investi-
gation into a deputy
accused of stalking and
sexually assaulting
women while on duty
to Louisiana State
Police. WBRZ’s

Investigative Unit report-
ed on an internal investi-
gation into allegations
deputy Ben Arceneaux
sexually assaulted two
women during traffic
stops last week. 

After the story broke,
another three women
came forward with similar
allegations against

If Nakamoto is lying
shame on him, and if these
women confirm it shame
on Ben Arceneaux.” 

“

—Assistant District Attorney Tony Clayton

BReanna smIth
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Library offers a
trip to space

West Nile
on the
West Side

Source: Louisiana Department of Education 

See WEST on Page 2

staff RepoRt
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Congress, Secretary
of State, School Board

spot on Fall ballot

As qualifying for the
November election closed
Friday, July 20, interim
Secretary of State Kyle
Ardoin announced his plans
to join the race despite his
affirmation to “run the
office, not run for office”
when he took over earlier
this year. He made the final
decision to run at 4:15 p.m.
Friday. Ardoin said he felt
like it was the right thing to

do and was encouraged by
people around the state. 

Ardoin, a Brusly native,
is one of nine candidates in
the race. Heather Cloud of
Evangeline Parish, Gwen
Collins-Greenup of Clinton,
A.G. Crowe of Pearl River,
Rick Edmonds of Baton
Rouge, Renee Fontenot Free
of Baton Rouge, Thomas J.
Kennedy III of Metairie,
Matt Moreau of Zachary and
state Rep. Julie Stokes of
Metairie will also be on the
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Twenty parents and chil-
dren shared an educational,
awe-inspiring experience
with Baton Rouge
Astronomical Society mem-
bers Thursday at the West
Baton Rouge Library as they

learned about Mars and
looked at planets through tel-
escopes. 

The children who eagerly
asked questions paralleled
the growing interest in
astrology that the BRAS
members felt when they
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