
Two months after the 
Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality 
(LDEQ) approved the con-
troversial Feedstock Vari-
ance Request by Thermal-
dyne, LLC, in Port Allen, 
the company was court or-
dered to reapply for its wa-
ter permit. 

District Judge William 
Morvant signed an Order 
requiring LDEQ to walk 
back the water pollution 
permit issued to Thermal-
dyne last week. LDEQ ap-
proved the first-of-its-kind 
hazardous waste variance  
on Jan. 10, 2019. 

The Louisiana Environ-
mental Action Network 
(LEAN), which strong-
ly opposed the variance 
during the public comment 
period, filed suit against 
Thermaldyne in 2018. The 
lawsuit claims the air and 
water permits submitted by 
Thermaldyne “flew under 
radar” with vague and mis-
leading public notices. 

“Thermaldyne is simply 
responding to refinery de-
mand for cheap hazardous 
waste disposal,” Attorney 
Joel Waltzer, who with Clay 
Garside represents LEAN 

said. “...Our real issue lies 
with DEQ, in whom we 
entrust our health and en-
vironment. DEQ must do 
its job and answer to the 
people. Why would DEQ 
do anything else, given the 
pollution Baton Rouge al-
ready endures?” 

The Order requires 
Thermaldyne to list the 
contaminants it proposes to 
release into the Port Allen 
Waterway and DEQ to pub-
lish a public notice which 
fairly informs the public. 

Judge Morvant reject-

ed DEQ’s argument that 
LEAN and the public failed 
to respond to its public no-
tice in time and that DEQ 
could issue the permit with-
out requiring the full disclo-
sure of pollutants the facili-
ty would emit. 

Thermaldyne is located at 
the 200-acre industrial park 
just south of the Highway 
190 bridge. It is also the site 
of the recently established 
USA Rail terminal. 

The company special-
izes in the remediation 
of all types of hazardous, 

non-hazardous and listed 
waste streams, such as oil 
refineries, chemical plants, 
offshore drilling rigs, and 
various brownfield sites. 
Thermaldyne uses vacu-
um-assisted thermal dispo-
sition to extract reusable 
oil products from materials 
like tank bottoms, which 
are typically shipped for 
disposal or minimal recy-
cling. Industries rely on this 
technology to safely and 
efficiently remediate waste 
into clean, reusable mate-
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Get ready for a weekend full 
of events on the West Side

Lacombe wins by landslideDeputies, 
dogs bust 
two men 
in U-haul 
with lbs. of 
marijuana

Deputies discovered 
more than 60 pounds 
of marijuana hidden in 
furniture after pulling over 
a U-Haul van for traffic 
violations around 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 27.

The driver of the van, 
Jonathan Hakeem Terell A 
Miller, 30 of Prairieville 
and passenger Tyroyde 
Edward Dione Brown, 26 
of Gonzales were charged 
with possession with intent 
to distribute marijuana.

While interviewing 
the driver, deputies with 
the West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office noticed a 
strong odor of marijuana 
in the van. Louisiana State 
Police K9 assisted with 
a sniff of the vehicle and 
gave a positive alert to the 
presence of narcotics.

Authorities found 
approximately 61 pounds 
of marijuana stuffed inside 
of cushions and in the 
bottom part of the sofa 
upon searching the vehicle.

Both suspects were 
under arrest and booked 
into the West Baton Rouge 
Detention Center.
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Bill could 
build 415 
Connector

Jeremy Lacombe, a New 
Roads attorney and busi-
nessman, won the election 
for the House of Represen-
tatives representing District 
18 on Saturday, March 30. 
Lacombe will fill the va-
cated seat of former Rep. 
Major Thibaut, who Pointe 
Coupee elected as Parish 
President.

The attorney collected 
69 percent of the almost 
6,500 votes in the district, 
according to the Secretary 
of State’s unofficial results. 
His opponent Tammi Fabre 
earned 31 percent of the to-
tal votes.

Lacombe will jump right 
in as state representative 
when the legislative session 
begins next week. He has 
set his focus on two bills, 

which mirror his platform 
on infrastructure and edu-
cation.

He will fully support the 
bill which aims to provide 
funding for the 415 Con-
nector Project, authored 
by Rep. Tanner Magee and 
Sen. Rick Ward, III, he said. 
He called the bill “priority 
number one.” He will also 
back Gov. John Bel Ed-
ward’s proposal for teach-
er pay raises, on which he 
campaigned heavily.

Overall, Lacombe won 
by a landslide, but in West 
Baton Rouge and West Fe-
liciana parishes, the can-
didates came within close 
margins of one another. 
Fabre won West Feliciana 
parish, earning just four 
more votes than Lacombe 
and claiming 52 percent of 
the 114 votes in the par-
ish. In West Baton Rouge, 

where voter turnout was 
the lowest at just under 14 
percent, Lacombe claimed 
the majority by a 44-vote 
margin.

Lacombe was the clear 
pick for Iberville and Pointe 
Coupee parishes. He earned 
89 percent of the votes in 
Iberville, where 306 resi-
dents cast their vote. Pointe 
Coupee, which the district 
encompasses, had the high-
est voter turnout at over 31 
percent with nearly 5,000 
residents hitting the polls 
Saturday.Lacombe claimed 
72 percent of the candi-
dates’ home parish, coming 
out as a clear favorite.

The lead in Pointe Cou-
pee, Iberville, and West Ba-
ton Rouge parishes proved 
enough for him to more 
than double the number of 
votes earned by Fabre in the 
district.
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The state may not have 
the money for the LA-
1/415 Connector, but the 
BP settlement does. Rep. 
Tanner Magee, who rep-
resents District 53, and Sen. 
Rick Ward, III of Port Allen 
co-authored a bill to pro-
vide funds from the $750 
million BP settlement for 
infrastructure projects, in-
cluding the 415 Connector 
at the Intracoastal Bridge.

House Bill 578 desig-
nates $125 million from the 
Deepwater Horizon Eco-
nomic Damages Collec-
tion Fund to the planning 
and construction of the LA 
415 Bridge over five fiscal 
years. The state will receive 
funds from the Collection 
Fund for 13 years.

The $120 million project 
is near “shovel-ready” be-
cause of work by the Parish, 
which has provided for the 
LA 415 corridor study, and 
more recently the topogra-
phy survey. The connector 
will provide an I-10 diver-
sion to detour traffic across 
the river via the US 190 
Bridge during peak traffic 
times and in the event of 
an incident on the Horace 
Wilkinson Bridge.

Recent repairs, and emer-
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Trouble for Thermaldyne
Court order requires LDEQ to walk back 
water pollution permit at Port Allen facility

Photo by Breanna Smith

Chris Harmon with Thermaldyne, LLC speaks as a live-feed from a drone shows 

the facility in Port Allen during the 2018 Investment Tour hosted by the West 

Baton Rouge Chamber of Commerce. 
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