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Do you love local sports?
So does our Sports Editor.

Photo by Breanna Smith
Visit our website www.thewestsidejournal.com for a full Fourth Fest photo gallery, or check out the album on
our Facebook page. 
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Rain pain
in Addis

Council asked
to compromise

Photo courtesy of the West Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Office
Deputy Michael Dupuy and Cpl. Rodney Part took time to assist a driver with
properly securing her child in the car seat during the checkpoint. Additionally,
one deputy provided his own child safety restraint seat to a mother for an
unsecured child. 

See CHECKPOINT on Page 2

You can’t always get
what you want, but Port
Allen Mayor Richard Lee
can try. Mayor Lee asked the
Port Allen City Council to
consider a compromise on
the items the council voted
out of the budget last month,
which prompted him to veto
it. Approving the more than
$1.1 million capital outlay
budget with two cuts has
been more than enough
compromise, Council
Member Gary Hubble said. 
The Council passed the

budget at last month’s City
Council meeting after voting
to remove the funding of a
wash rack for various
departments and community
events as a line item. The
two items account for less

than 10 percent of the city’s
budget. 
“I vetoed the budget

based on the fact that those
two amendments removed
two items from this year’s
budget without getting any
money for either one of
those projects,” Mayor Lee
said. 
The Wash Rack

The police, roads and
drainage, water and gas, fleet
management, and waste-
water treatment departments
would use the proposed
wash rack. Together those
departments have 39 vehi-
cles and 23 pieces of equip-
ment such as tractors and
lawnmowers.
Police officers and public

works employees currently
use a ten-year-old diesel
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City meter reader
retires, honored by

City Council

Holiday checkpoint
leads to three arrests

Brusly resident named
Paramedic of the Year

Long-time city of Port
Allen employee Johnny
Hicks retired for the third
time last week. Hicks has
served as a meter reader in
the city of Port Allen since
1999.

“It’s been a good, good
adventure reading meters,”
Hicks told the City Council
with a chuckle. “I could
write a book about the
things we’ve done and had
to go through, but I really
enjoyed it… I was proud to
wear the uniform on day
one, and I was proud to
wear it until Friday, which
was my last day, and I’m
still proud. I’m proud to
have been in the service of
the city of Port Allen.”
Hicks earned the title

"Outstanding Employee of
the Year" in 2017, an award
that could have been given
for any one of his 18 years
of service, Chief
Administrative Officer of
Port Allen Adrian Genre
said. 
Hicks’ meter reading

partner Terry Coye is also
one of his good friends.

The pair worked outdoors
year-round, no matter the
weather conditions.
Despite harsh conditions or
being the bearer of bad
news, Hicks always had a
kind word to say to resi-
dents, even as he was cut-
ting their services off,
Genre said. 
“The job of a meter

reader is very time sensi-
tive and simply cannot wait
on good weather days or
when it may be simply con-
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George Steffensen has
spent his life saving lives,
mentoring upcoming para-
medics, and earning count-
less awards for his work.
The newest addition to his
collection of honors is
EMS Paramedic of the Year,
a badge he proudly wears
with his uniform each day.
In 2007, Steffenson

retired from the hustle and
bustle of New York City for
a home in Brusly and began
working with EMS in East
Baton Rouge. While work-
ing in New York, he received
Paramedic of the Year for
saving the lives of two chil-
dren. He also earned several
medals of valor over the 
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See MEDIC on Page 2 See HICKS on Page 2

See BUDGET on Page 2

Engineers withdrew an
application for an Addis
neighborhood at last
Tuesday’s Town Council
meeting after a discussion of
the area’s drainage condi-
tions.  
In the prior meeting, the

Planning and Zoning
Commission approved the
rezoning of the Lousteau
property next to Plantation
Ridge Drive for the neigh-
borhood’s construction in a
6-0 vote. 
The construction of the

neighborhood would be
“bad timing" considering the
drainage conditions,
Councilman Tate Acosta
said. 
“I’m pro-development,

as long as it’s done smart
and as long as you can man-

Photo courtesy of the City of Port Allen
Mayor Richard Lee presented retired meter reader
Johnny Hicks with a token of appreciation for his
dedicated service to the city. 

Parish officials met with
three Republic Services
representatives on Monday
to discuss recent problems
with collection. The compa-
ny agreed to put additional
resources at work on
Wednesdays and Saturdays
in the parish to address
issues with recycling, pile
and regular garbage pickup,
Parish President Riley
“PeeWee” Berthelot said.
The hard freeze during

the winter months created a
higher actual tonnage of
vegetation to be collected in
the first few months of
Spring and Summer, which
created a backup for the
company, representatives
told officials.
Representatives cited prob-

Trash
talk

I was proud to wear the uniform
on day one, and I was proud to

wear it until Friday, which was my
last day, and I’m still proud.”

“
—Johnny Hicks

Photo by Breanna Smith
EMS Paramedic George Steffensen holds his
“Paramedic of the Year” plaque at the headquarters.
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See PICKUP on Page 2

See RAIN on Page 2
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