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See ARREST on Page 4A

Brusly High unveils Walt Lemoine Court
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According to LDH and the WBR Coroner’s Office 
on Tuesday, Aug. 4.
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In  Addis, residents lined 
Carroll Bourgeois Road, 
waving American flags 
as the longtime mayor of 
Addis’ funeral procession 
passed Monday morning. 
Carroll Bourgeois died 
on Wednesday, July 29, 
following a lengthy battle 
with cancer. 

Bourgeois served as 

mayor of Addis for 32 
years and is credited by 
many local officials with 
building the foundation 
for the town’s anticipated 
designation as a city. 

Committed to 
Community

Bourgeois ran for mayor 
of Addis three times - 
winning his first bid by 
two votes, only for it to 
be contested and ruled a 

new election, which he 
lost. But in 1980, the Lake 
Charles native earned 80% 
of the local vote. The peo-
ple of Addis would re-elect 
him seven more times. 

In 1966, Bourgeois 
moved his family to Addis. 
He and his wife of 57 
years Carolyn Bourgeois 
were still newlyweds and 
the town’s population was 

The state will contin-
ue on the same level of 
COVID-19 pandemic re-
strictions with no immedi-
ate plans to end the regula-
tions and mandates in place, 
according to Gov. John Bel 
Edwards.  

A new proclamation 
will take effect Friday, two 
weeks after Edwards ex-
tended current mandate, 
which added the statewide 
requirement on face cov-
ering. The latest spike in 
cases has put Louisiana at 
the top in the nation on the 
number coronavirus cases 
per capita.

Louisiana’s pattern on 
cases has remained un-
changed, but the numbers 
remain too high, he said.

“We’re sort of settled in 
where we are,” Edwards 
said. “The mask mandate is 
part of a new normal and I 
think people need to contin-
ue with that, and it remains 
a very small price to pay 
to protect the health of our 
neighbors and our loved 
ones, and to protect your 
health, as well.”

The spike in cases in the 

18-29 age bracket has trig-
gered much of the spike, 
according to Dr. G.E. Ghali, 
Chancellor of LSU Health 
Shreveport said.

“I do believe that the old-
er populations are the ones 
listening the most about the 
mask – younger populations 
are not,” he said. “We’re 
seeing an increase in the 
29 and under group, and I 
have no reason to disagree 
with that because that’s the 
group being most affected 
right now by COVID-19.”

Residents should not 
expect the restrictions to 
change as long as the num-
bers remain high, even if it 
stays in a static patter, he 
said.

“We need the decrease to 
continue over a number of 
days rather than just a tem-
porary, but anywhere we 
can get good news we will 
take it,” Edwards said.

The statewide case trend 
may mark the beginning of 
a plateau, but the high lev-
el remains a dire concern 
to Edwards and healthcare 
officials.

He said it could take 
some time before the state 
death toll shows a substan-
tial decrease.
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The West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Department ar-
rested Charles Carr, 43 
of Baton Rouge, for the 
second-degree murder of 
20-year-old Teya Turilli 
of Littleton, Colorado on 
July 4, 2019. Carr alleged-
ly stole Turilli’s cell phone 
before driving over her, 
leaving Turilli on the side 
of Hwy. 190 and S. Mulatto 
Bend Rd. 

Turilli remained in a 
coma until her death on No-
vember 8, 2019. 

Victoria Lucero, Turil-
li’s mother, called the West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s 
deputies’ determination to 
find her daughter’s killer a 
blessing.

With the help of a new 
software program, the 
WBRSO tracked down Carr 
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No plans to ease 
COVID restrictions, 

Edwards says

Addis mourns loss 
of longtime mayor

See LEGACY on Page 4A

Developers break ground on 
West Towne Assisted Living

Photo by Breanna Smith
From left to right: Parish President Riley “PeeWee” Berthelot, site operators Gerard LaCour, Andrew La-
Cour, Dipesh Patel, and Hampton Obier with Restic Companies. 

Developers, community 
managers and parish offi-
cials broke ground on the 
first assisted living facility 
south of the Intracoastal 
Waterway Friday, July 31. 

West Towne Assisted 
Living will be a 73-bed 

facility with an on-site 
wellness and rehabilitation 
center. It is located on La. 
Hwy. 1 in Port Allen next 
door to Casa Loma Plaza. 

The assisted living com-
munity will fill a need for 
senior citizens in West Ba-
ton Rouge, Iberville, and 
Pointe Coupee Parishes.

“This brand new com-
munity will provide state of 
the art facilities and a place 
for seniors to receive care 
that will empower them to 
live independently and bet 
ter than ever before,” Laura 
Obier said. Obier served as 
the real estate agent for the 
land transaction. 

The site is being devel-
oped by Restic Companies 
with architecture by Fusion 
BCB.

West Towne Assisted 
Living will be operated by 
Gerard Lacour, who oper-
ates the LaCour House As-
sisted Living Community 
in New Roads.
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At least one West Baton Rouge Parish resident died of 
COVID-19 last week. According to the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health and West Baton Rouge Coroner’s Office, 
an 89-year-old Erwinville resident died of COVID-19 on 
July 29. LDH includes a 31-year-old woman as the par-
ish’s 36th resident to die of COVID-19. According to the 
WBR Coroner’s office, she tested positive for the disease 
caused by the novel coronavirus, but it has not yet been 
determined whether coronavirus was a contributing factor 
in her death.

Chief Deputy Coroner Yancy Guerin said diagnos-
tic testing has not yet been completed to determine the 
31-year-old’s cause of death. 

Cases continued to climb on the West Side by nearly 
100 each week for the third week in a row, with the parish 
hitting a new record high for the number of new confirmed 
cases reported in one day at 42 on August 2. The previous 
record-high was 28 new reported cases on July 27. 

This week, the Louisiana Department of Health reports 
675 confirmed cases of coronavirus in West Baton Rouge 
Parish. Last Tuesday, LDH reported 582 confirmed cases. 

The parish, in partnership with community health part-
ners, hosted two coronavirus test sites on Monday and 
Tuesday. Results from both of those test sites should be 
available by the end of the week, according to a press re-
lease from WBR Parish Government. 

Across the state, there are 124,461 reported cases of 
coronavirus, 3,937 reported deaths and nearly 1.5 million 
tests completed by residents. 

For the most up-to-date coronavirus information, please 
visit our website, www.thewestsidejournal.com. 
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