
Narcotic detectives with 
the West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office arrested 
three people at a Port Allen 
casino Wednesday, April 3.  
After arresting one man on 
an active warrant, he and 
two others were found in 
possession of various drugs 
including heroin, oxymor-
phone, and methadone. 

Narcotics detectives ob-
served  Charles “Remi” 
Contois, 42, who was 
known to have an active ar-
rest warrant in East Baton 
Rouge Parish at the Wild-
fire Casino — and prompt-
ly arrested him. Following 
the arrest, detectives found 
various drugs on him and 
two others there with him. 

Vinci Kelley, 31 was ar-
rested on drug possession 

charges. Matthew Meche, 
31, also had an outstanding 
warrant for drug possession 
in another parish. 

Authorities charged 
Contois with possession of 
schedule II (oxymorphone), 
possession of schedule II 
(amphetamine), possession 

of schedule II (methadone), 
possession of Schedule III 
(Suboxone), possession of 
Schedule IV (alprazolam), 
possession of Schedule IV 
(clonazepam), and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

Authorities charged 
Kelley with possession of 

Schedule I (heroin), pos-
session of Schedule IV (tra-
madol), and possession of 
Schedule IV (alprazolam).

Meche was arrested for 
possession of drug para-
phernalia and on an out-
standing warrant for pos-
session of marijuana.

T h e  O f f i c i a l  J O u r n a l  O f  W e s T  B a T O n  r O u g e  P a r i s h

w w w . t h e w e s t s i d e j o u r n a l . c o mFollow us on social media $1.00
POrT allen, lOuisianaVOlume 82 | numBer 36 Thursday, aPril 11, 2019

Page 7

Staff RepoRt

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Parish President responds to open 
letter about Intracoastal Bridge

What a weekend

Kite Fest Louisiané

The Village at Hun’s Grove 
Art & Wine Walk

Relay for Life Holy Family Bear Fair

Deputy involved 
in fatal crash with 
pedestrian had 
suspended license, 
active warrant

Three arrested on possession of ten different 
drugs at Port Allen casino

Charles Contois Vinci Kelley Matthew Meche

Thank a public safety telecommunicator

Since 1981, the second 
week in April has been 
National Public Safety 
Telecommunicators Week. 
The designation offers a 
much-deserved thanks to 
dispatchers who perform an 
often under-appreciated job 
in public service.

Dispatchers are the 
first point of contact, the 
true first responder to an 
emergency. In the past 
ten years, two West Baton 
Rouge dispatchers have 

received state recognition 
for their hard work and 
dedication to helping save 
lives. 

Recently, the West Baton 
Rouge 9-1-1 launched the 
text to 9-1-1 service. During 
an emergency, it is best to 
call. However, if a call is 
not possible or unsafe, send 
a text, Assistant Homeland 
Security Director Anthony 
Summers said. When 
sending a text message to 
9-1-1, it is imperative to 
include the location and 
type of emergency in the 

message field. Texts to 9-1-
1 do not give the sender’s 
location the way a call can. 

Whether calling or 
texting 9-1-1 it is crucial to 
remain calm, know where 
you are and never hang up 
the phone. These tips will 
assist telecommunications 
professionals in getting 
appropriate help most 
promptly. 

Public safety 
telecommunicators work 
hard to keep the West Side 
safe, and this week we 
would like to say thanks.
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A West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Deputy driving a 
Transitional Work Program 
van struck and killed a 
pedestrian on LA 1 near 
Emily Drive Friday, April 5 
at approximately 1:30 a.m., 
according to the West Baton 
Rouge Sheriff’s Office. 

Alberto Casco, the 
20-year-old correctional 
officer driving the van had 
an active arrest warrant 
and suspended license 
at the time he struck and 
killed 37-year-old Clinell 
Robertson of Plaquemine, 
the WBRZ Investigative 
Unit discovered. 

Casco’s license was 
suspended because of an 
unpaid traffic ticket issued 
by LSU Police Department, 
WBRSO spokesman Zach 
Simmers said. 

When WBRSO hired 
Casco on Feb. 1, 2019, 
the suspension and arrest 
warrant did not appear in 
the background check run 
with the National Crime 
Information Center (NCIC). 
Typically bench warrants 
for failure to appear in court 
are not recorded in NCIC, 
Simmers said. 

“I can tell you now, he had 
a suspended license, there’s 
no way getting around that. 

Whether he knew about it 
or not we don’t know that,” 
WBRSO Spokesman Zach 
Simmers said. 

WBRSO turned the 
investigation over to 
Louisiana State Police, 
per protocol. The Sheriff’s 
Office is also conducting 
an internal investigation 
to determine whether any 
policies were broken. 

The initial investigation 
by State Police revealed 
the crash occurred as 
20-year-old Alberto Casco 
of Brusly, an on-duty 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
Sheriff’s Office Deputy, was 
traveling southbound on LA 
Hwy 1 in a Sheriff’s Office 
2016 Dodge Caravan. 

Casco was going to pick 
up Work Release inmates 
at Nottoway Plantation 
when he struck Robertson, 
Simmers said. 

Robertson sustained fatal 
injuries as a result of the 
crash and was pronounced 
deceased at the scene by the 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
Coroner’s Office.

The Sheriff’s Office 
placed Casco on paid 
administrative leave 
pending the outcome of 
LSP investigation and 
internal investigation.
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The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Transportation 
and Development (DOTD) 
announced alternating 
lane closures on the north-
bound Intracoastal Bridge 
between 7 p.m. and 4 a.m. 
Monday, April 8 through 
Monday, April 15.

Steel plates and rubber-
ized mats will be used as 
necessary. 

Weight limits on the In-
tracoastal Bridge are also 
in effect for approximately 
two months as of March 31. 

Tractor trailers, or 
18-wheelers, weighing 
more than 25 tons must use 
an alternate route. Trucks 
without trailers must weigh 
less than 15 tons to cross. 

Structural deficiencies 
found during a routine in-
spection of the bridge called 
for the weight restrictions, 
according to DOTD. 

The restrictions have al-
ready impacted trash ser-
vice, the parish fire service 
and companies using com-
mercial trucks to transport 
goods. Commercial trucks 
weighing more than the 25-
ton limit, are recommend-
ed to cross the Mississip-
pi River via the Sunshine 
Bridge in Donaldsonville. 
Some may take residen-
tial roads to complete their 
routes. 

It is estimated the state 
will spend about $2 mil-
lion on repairs to the ap-
proximately 40 deficient 
steel angles, according to 
DOTD.  

Intracoastal plagued 

with lane closures, 

additional repairs
Staff RepoRt

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Photo by Breanna Smith
9-1-1 dispatchers Wiggle Doiron, Paula Miller, Homeland Security Director Dea-

no Moran, Parish President Riley “PeeWee” Berthelot, Jennifer Torres, and Assistant 
Homeland Security Director Anthony Summers. 
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