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Local History: Krewe of Good 
Friends of the Oaks
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Sports

Brusly’s LeDuff scores 
38 for big comeback 

The story of the Krewe of 

Good Friends of the Oaks
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More than 100 pets 
rescued from home

News

Page 2

Community

According to LDH on Tuesday, Jan. 26
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Brusly 
coach 
responds 
to LDH 
report of 
COVID 
outbreak

The West Baton Rouge Parish Health 
Unit is awaiting an allocation of COVID-19 
vaccines from the Louisiana Department of 
Health, West Baton Rouge Parish officials 
said Tuesday, Jan. 20. The WBR Health 
Unit is on the list of authorized distributers 
and has requested COVID-19 vaccines, 
however allocations of vaccines throughout 
the state has not reached the health units yet 
but are expected to shortly.

Vaccine distributers are notified each 
Monday on the expected quantities of 
vaccines they will receive. According to 
LDH, there is no predictability from week 
to week on the allocation of the vaccines, 
but the second dose is automatic within the 
time frame of each vaccine.

Officials said the WBR Health Unit has 
procedures for distributing the vaccines in 

place and a dedicated phone number will 
be announced for scheduling appointments 
when the vaccines are received.

COVID-19 vaccines are currently avail-
able at the Walgreens and Walmart in West 
Baton Rouge Parish. Vaccines are available 
by appointment only. 

To find a vaccine location, call 211. Res-
idents are also encouraged to contact their 
health care provider should they have any 
question in regards to the vaccine.

The state is currently in the sixth week 
of COVID-19 vaccine distribution with 
demand greatly outweighing supply. Last 
week, Louisiana Tier 1 hospitals requested 
110,000 vaccines. Approximately 58,000 
were received.

 New app provides exposure info
A new mobile app offered by the state 

Brusly’s Jimmy Bible 
and other Louisiana high 
school wrestling coaches 
aim to host at least the state 
championship meet in Feb-
ruary after state health of-
ficials received more than 
20 reports of positive cases 

they pinpointed to a recent 
meet in Gonzales. 

The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health reported that 
athletes, staff and attendees 
tested positive after the 
event. Bible did not fully 
dispute the LDH report, but 
he said COVID-19 is wide-
spread across Louisiana and 
throughout the nation. 

“Could we have done 
things differently? I think 
so,” he said. “It was the first 
big tournament of the year 
because before that we were 
only doing smaller ones just 
to get a season in.”

He received news of the 
outbreak Friday, Jan. 22, six 
days after the tournament – 
the same day the LDH made 

Jordan arceneaux

sports@thewestsidejournal.com
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Early voting
Brusly Upper Elementary students cast votes for 

Young Readers’ Choice Awards

Brusly Upper Elementary students got a sneak peek of 
the voting experience Tuesday, Jan. 19, by casting their 
ballots on real voting machines for the Louisiana Young 
Reader’s Choice Awards. The school was selected by the 
Secretary of State out of hundreds of entries to receive the 
authentic voting machines.

Third through fifth-grade students lined the hall lead-
ing into the library and voted four at a time on the state-
of-the-art voting machines Tuesday morning. The school 
librarian, Jill Bryson, spearheaded the voting operation.

“The students are very excited about voting day. They 
understand that not all schools get to have the voting 
machines on campus,” Bryson said before the event. 
“They’re also excited because it’s their first experience to 
vote on an official voting machine.”

Students voted from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m., choosing their 
favorite books from titles such as All That Trash: The 
Story of the 1907 Garbage Barge and Our Problem with 
Stuff, Between the Lines: How Ernie Barnes Went from 
the Football Field to the Art Gallery, Counting on Kather-
ine: How Katherine Johnson Saved Apollo 13, and many 
more.

The faculty at Brusly Upper Elementary requested the 
inclusion of a special note of thanks to the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Library for supplying the titles for the stu-
dents to read.

Baker Murrill

Westsidejournalnews@gmail.com
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WBR Health Unit awaiting vaccines, new 
app provides exposure notifications

Staff report
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“
Could we 
have done 

things 
differently? 
I think so.”

— Coach Jimmy Bible
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