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Support splits for 
community events 

Investment tour gives 
a look into the future
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John Harmon of Thermaldyne talks about the new facility in Port Allen while a drone provides an aerial view 

of the facility via live stream. 

Parish officials and West 
Baton Rouge Chamber 
members toured the parish 
via bus and drone for the 
second West Baton Rouge 

Investment Tour Thurs-
day, Oct. 11. A 2017 study 
by the financial technolo-
gy company SmartAsset 
named West Baton Rouge 
first in investment in the 
state. The tour of the par-
ish’s economic climate 

showcased many of the 
reasons why. 

The tour featured a drone 
live-feed to view sites 
like the Rawlston Phillips 
property, Thermaldyne fa-
cility, Port of Greater Ba-

ton Rouge, Sugar Mill de-
velopment and Hwy. 415 
industrial corridor. While 
video footage of the area 
was displayed, business 
owners and executives 

Devall Middle hosts 
Veterans Day Project

Paid with 
approval

Brusly PD 
officers on 
leave after 
altercation 
with BMS 

student 

Voters hear from 
candidates seeking 
School Board seat  

Members of the Port Al-
len City Council were split 
in their support of fund-
ing upcoming community 
events, except for the an-
nual Juneteenth Celebra-
tion, which was the only 
event to receive unanimous 
support. 

Economic Development 
Coordinator Rose Roche’s 
requests for funding for the 
Christmas parade and the 
city’s portion of assistance 
with Family Day in the 
Park were both denied by 
3-2 votes. 

Roche brought the first 
list of community events 

before the Port Allen City 
Council for event-by-event 
approval at the regular City 
Council meeting Wednes-
day, Oct. 10. 

Roche initially asked for 
$15,000 for the Christmas 
parade, but Councilman 
Brandon Brown moved 
to approve the item for 
$10,000. Councilmembers 
Brown and Ray Helen 
Lawrence were the only 
ones to express support, 
and thus the request was 
denied. 

The first Festival de 
Noel was held in Decem-
ber 2016, but has failed to 
produce sponsorship and 
resident support, council 
members said. 

Next up was $2,000 of 
support for Parish Council-
woman Charlene Gordon’s 
annual Family Day in the 
Park at Williams Lee Park. 
Next year will be the fifth 
annual event, held each 
year on Memorial Day 
weekend. Councilmembers 
Gary Hubble and Hugh 
Riviere were the only ones 
to express support, and 
again, the item was denied. 

Funding the amount of 
$5,000 for the 19th annual 
Juneteenth celebration, a 
commemoration of the day 
slaves learned they were 
free because of the Eman-
cipation Proclamation was 
unanimously approved. 

Breanna Smith

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

District Six School Board 
candidates Landry Sprull, 
Jr. and Chareeka Grace 
along with incumbent 
District Six School Board 
Member Rose Roche spoke 
of their visions for students 
and how to make them hap-
pen during a Voter Forum 
Thursday, Oct. 11. 

The NAACP West Baton 
Rouge Chapter and Justice 
for Fatrell Organization 
hosted the voter forum, al-
lowing residents to submit 
questions and hear from 
candidates. 

On drop-out rates
All candidates agreed 

that bringing down the 
drop-out rate is among their 
top priorities. High dropout 
rates threaten the economic 
vitality of the community, 
Sprull said. Drop-out rates 
also largely impact school 
performance scores.

Sprull’s strategy for 
bringing down the drop-
out rate would be to bring 
more national programs in 
schools. Many programs 
are already in place across 
the United States, and 
there’s no reason to rein-
vent the wheel, he said. In 
many of his answers, he 
also emphasized the impor-
tance of parental involve-
ment in education. 

Grace would target en-
rollment numbers and try 
to bring more vocational 
programs to the district, she 
said. Grace also said she 
would like to begin an an-

Breanna Smith

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

A Port Allen city con-
tractor built more than was 
bargained for, but he, the 
maintenance department 
supervisors and City Hall 
are unclear on why and how 
the project was approved. 
Despite a city ordinance 
requiring Council approval 
prior to expenditures over 
$2,000, the City Council 
approved paying the full 
$3,100 in a 3-2 vote at the 
regular City Council meet-
ing on Wednesday, Oct. 10.

Frank Williams, a long-
time contractor for the city, 
asked the City Council to 
consider paying him $3,100 
for a completed project at 
the maintenance barn after 
Chief Financial Officer Au-
drey McCain refused to pay 
him because it would vio-
late a city ordinance. 

While doing repair work 
for the maintenance depart-
ment, Williams spoke with 
supervisors Bruce Bass, 
Aaron Landry and Darrell 
Lewis about building a shed 
attached to the fleet mainte-
nance barn. Soon after, a 
truck full of materials for 
the shed arrived.
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See TOUR on Page 2See PAID on Page 2

Two officers with the 
Brusly Police Department 

were placed on paid ad-

ministrative leave after an 

altercation with a student 

at Brusly Middle School, 

according to a statement 

released by the Brusly Po-

lice Department on Friday, 

Oct. 12. 

The Brusly Police of-

ficers responded to a call 
from school officials re-

garding a student causing a 

disturbance. 

After review, Chief of 

Police Jonathan LeFeaux 

questioned the officers’ use 
of force while arresting the 

student. The investigation 

was turned over to Louisi-

ana State Police and the of-

ficers were placed on paid 
administrative leave. 
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Incumbent Rose Roche

Chareeka Grace

Landry Sprull, Jr. See FORUM on Page 2 See EVENTS on Page 2

Students at Devall Mid-
dle met and interviewed 
veterans during social 
studies class to kick off the 
school-wide Veterans Day 
Living History Project. 
Sixth through eighth-grade 
students spoke with veter-
ans during Amber Brown’s 
social studies class. 

Brown, who wanted to 
organize a Veterans Day 
interview project and pro-
gram for several years, 
teamed up with fellow De-
vall teacher Angela Lee. 
Lee serves as the Family 
Readiness Group Leader 
for the 1021st Engineer 
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A Devall Middle student learns about the gear used 
during deployment from a veteran as part of the 
Veterans Day Living History Project. See VETS on Page 2


