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Lance Joseph hired as cao of port aLLen

— Lt. Alaric Celestaine“The network keeps 
growing.” 

Local food truck feeds Legacy heroes

Brusly resident reports 
backyard visitor who 

refused to wear a mask

Photo by Breanna Smith

Capitol Seafood, owned by Port Allen resident David Lee, donated more than 100 lunch plates to Legacy Nursing and Rehabilitation of 

Port Allen, Acadian Ambulance and local first responders. Pictured from left to right: Legacy Nursing and Rehabilitation Site Administra-

tor Meagan Landry, Capitol Seafood owner David Lee inside of the truck and Richard Sullivan. 

‘Network’ of adults, teens involved 
in vehicle burglaries, PAPD says

Open for 
business

Courthouse, 
admin now open

The West Baton Rouge 
Parish courthouse and ad-
ministration building at 
880 N. Alexander Ave. in 
Port Allen opened to the 
public on Monday, May 18. 

The courthouse will op-
erate normal hours, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 
The West Baton Rouge 
administration building is 
open for regular hours - 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 8 
a.m. until Noon on Fridays. 

Visitors to both build-
ings will be required to 
wear a mask, fill out a 
questionnaire and receive 
a temperature check be-
fore entering. Entrance to 
the Parish administration 
building is limited to the 
front doors. 

The number of people al-
lowed in each office will be 
limited in order to observe 
social distancing guide-
lines. 

WBR Parish Communi-
ty Centers, playgrounds, 
splash pads, William and 

See OPEN on Page 2

Staff RepoRt

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

An investigation by the 
Port Allen Police Depart-
ment has revealed a “net-
work” of juveniles and at 
least one adult involved in 
local vehicle burglaries and 
gun and drug trafficking, 
Lt. Alaric Celestaine told 
the City Council Wednes-
day, May 13.

PAPD is working with 
the West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office and Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF) to identify and col-
lect enough evidence to 
prosecute those involved in 
the 24 reported vehicle bur-
glaries since mid-March.

Two people were arrest-
ed Sunday night following 
a traffic stop, according to 
Zack Simmers, media liai-
son for the WBRSO. Offi-
cers found tools commonly 
used in home invasions, 

including bolt cutters and 
a crowbar in their vehicle 
along with drugs, Simmers 
said. Their names are not 
being released in order to 
protect the investigation.

PAPD has recovered at 
least one gun from Plaque-
mine that was reported sto-
len from Port Allen about 
two weeks ago. Some of the 
weapons recovered were 

never reported stolen, Lt. 
Celestaine said. The ATF is 
assisting with the investiga-
tion to help track the recov-
ered guns.

Detectives think the 
crime spree began outside 
of the city limits earlier 
this year and as the thieves 
got better at their craft they 

became more brazen and 
began stealing belongings 
from cars around mid-
March. They likely are 
involved in criminal ac-
tivity in Baton Rouge and 
Plaquemine as well, Lt. Ce-
lestaine said.

East Baton Rouge Sher-
iff Sid Gautreaux warned 
residents about multiple 
armed burglaries last week. 

The suspects are shown on 
surveillance video dressed 
in long sleeve hoodies and 
masks.

“The network keeps 
growing,” he said.

It is a sophisticated op-
eration with lookouts who 
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On Tuesday, May 19, Brusly Police Officer Ron 
Tetzel was dispatched to assist the Allain family with 
a nuissance alligator found on their back porch in 
Brusly. Please use this as a reminder to turn on your 
porch lights and look before stepping outside. 
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