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SugarFest draws large crowd
to WBR Museum Sunday
Tommy Comeaux
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

“It was amazing,” said
the museum’s activities
director, Jeannie Luckett,
when asked how the 2019
SugarFest went.
An informal poll of visitors
confirmed her opinion.
“We’re having a lot of
fun,” said one the Browns,
who spent much of their
time dancing to Cajun music.
“Our kids love it,” said
one set of parents. “It’s
something we look forward
to every year.”
Even the adults who were
demonstrating
different
old-time skills were having
a good time.
“I always have fun when
I’m teaching the kids,” said
Guy LaBranche, a member
of the Baton Rouge Woodworking Club who was
showing children how to
use a handsaw.
And the crowd was large
despite the unseasonably
hot 90-degree weather.
“The crowds just kept
coming,” said the activities
director, one of the museum’s primary organizers of
the festival.
“Some were saying it was
the biggest crowd we’ve
ever had,” Luckett said. I
really think it was a sweet
success.”

It was the first year at
SugarFest for a number of
participants, she continued.
“Alma Plantation (the sugar mill) came on board as
an in-kind sponsor,” Luckett said.
The LSU Sugar Research Station sent several
varieties of the strands of
sugar cane that would’ve
been grown in West Baton
Rouge during the period of
the 1800s.
There was also a number of large, modern pieces
of equipment used in the
planting and harvesting of
West Baton Rouge’s biggest cash crop of sugar
cane.
The museum has vintage
machines used long ago
and now obsolete, so the
comparison between the
two was an interesting contrast for festival visitors.
“It was pretty amazing to
have them on the grounds
to compare to the historic
equipment,” Luckett said.
“It’s always great when we
have a bridge from the past
to the present.”
And SugarFest was about
much more than just farming sugar cane. There were
artists and craftsmen on
hand, demonstrating their
skills. A big part of the
festival was the live music

Woodcarver Henry Watson demonstrates his handiwork at Sunday’s SugarFest.
with over a dozen performers.
“We had great music,
great food and very talented artists,” Luckett
said. “Many of them gave
demonstrations of how they
create their art.”

One of those was the
well-known woodcarving
artist Henry Watson, who
has been carving three-dimensional scenes of south
Louisiana for years. His
work, primarily plantation
homes and more modern

WBR voters hit the polls Saturday
for primary election
Tommy Comeaux
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

While Saturday’s election is commonly referred
to as the gubernatorial primary, voters in West Baton
Rouge Parish have many
other choices to make at
the polls.
In some elections, the
Oct. 12 election will decide
a winner because there
are only two candidates
running for an office, like
parish president.
Since there are only two
candidates in the race,
one or the other will win
Saturday.
Incumbent Parish
President Riley “PeeWee”
Berthelot could be reelected with 50 percent of the
votes cast plus one in a
race where he only has one

Inside

houses. His work is on display all over the South.
“Henry does this beautiful cypress carving and
paints on top of the carvings and creates these beautiful images,” Luckett said.
The West Baton Rouge

Museum’s
SugarFest,
one of the parish’s largest
events, is scheduled every
year for the first Sunday in
October. Mark your calendar now so you don’t miss
next year’s fun.

Man arrested after
threatening official
not leave the property. It
was at that point he was
arrested.
Esneault had first been
cited in July by the city
for violations of the city’s
Code of Ordinances
because his property
“looked like a junkyard,”
as one city official said.
“The citation was
issued due to the
offending amount of
junk/moveable property stored by Landon
Esneault on an about the
property” where is house
is located on Avenue G,
according to the court
order. \
After the testimony and
evidence presented by
Esneault, he was found
guilty of the charges.
The judge ordered the
property cleaned in five
days”.

challenger, Clayton Hebert.
Berthelot, a Democrat
living in Addis, is nearing
the end of his fourth term,
while Hebert is a political
newcomer, a resident of
Brusly and he is also a
Democrat.
Another longtime incumbent, Sheriff Mike Cazes,
who is also at the end of
his fourth term in office,
has a trio of opponents
vying to unseat him.
Because there are four
candidates in the race for
sheriff, a runoff is likely. If
necessary, the runoff will
be held on Saturday, Nov.
16.
Cazes, a Democrat
residing in Port Allen, is
opposed by J. Robin Free,
a former 18th Judicial District judge and a last-minute qualifier, Barnell L.

Williams, and Mike Zito.
The other three candidates for sheriff are also
Democrats. Free is a Port
Allen resident, Williams
lives in Addis and Zito also
resides in Port Allen.
Two other parishwide officeholders were reelected
without opposition.
Clerk of Court Mark
Graffeo, a Democrat residing in Port Allen, Coroner
Phil Padgett, a Port Allen
Republican did not have to
campaign to earn another
four years in office.
“Chris” Guerin will take
over the post of assessor
after being elected without
an opponent, replacing
Barney “Frog” Altazan,
who announced earlier this
year he would not seek
reelection.
In a year when many

members of the Parish
Council have completed
their term limits, only one
was reelected without opposition, District 1’s Kirk
Allain, a Democrat and a
resident of Addis.
In District 2, incumbent
Christopher “Fish” Kershaw will faces opposition
from Jason Gill, a Republican from Brusly. Kershaw,
also a Brusly resident, has
no party affiliation.
The race for the District
3 seat does not include
an incumbent, but three
opponents who are all
Democrats and all residents of Brusly—Tammy
Clayton-Jones, Jeannetta
Bynum Franklin and Atley
Walker Jr. The seat will be
held by incumbent Naomi
Fair through the end of the
See ELECTION on Page 2A

Despite a court order
to clean up his property,
the owner of a house on
Avenue G had a contentious confrontation
Thursday with City of
Port Allen officials which
eventually led to his
arrest for threatening a
public official.
When city employees
and officials arrived at
the property last Thursday, homeowner Landon
Esneault became belligerent and argued loudly
and repeatedly that his
rights were being violated.
At some point Thursday afternoon, Chief
Administrative Officer
Adrian Genre approached the house and
was told by Esneault
that he was trespassing
and then threatened to
shoot Genre if he did
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