
Hurricane Delta rapidly intensified into a 
Category 4 hurricane with 130 m.p.h winds 
Tuesday. Gov. John Bel Edwards declared a 
state of emergency on Tuesday in advance 
of Hurricane Delta, which is forecast to 
make landfall in South Louisiana on Friday 
or Saturday. 

Forecasts from the National Hurricane 
Center (NHC) indicate the hurricane’s path 
shifted slightly west but is still expected to 
make ladall in southeast Louisiana late Fri-
day night or early Saturday morning as a 
Category 2 hurricane.  

Delta formed in the Caribbean Sea Mon-
day morning and strengthened into a hurri-
cane late Monday evening. 

Weather experts say there is growing 
confidence the storm will make landfall 
in Louisiana, but changes in the track and 
intensity of the storm are possible. There 

is an increasing likelihood of life-threaten-
ing storm surge and hurricane-force winds 
along the coasts of Louisiana and Missis-
sippi beginning Friday. The potential for 
heavy rain and flash flooding will increase 
across portions of the central Gulf Coast, 
Tennessee Valley and the southeastern U.S. 
as Delta moved inland.  

Cooler off-shore waters could weaken 
Delta slightly before it makes landfall in 
the United States late in the week.

“It’s unfortunate to have another system 
threaten Louisiana’s coastal parishes, but it 
is a situation we are prepared to handle,” 
Gov. John Bel Edwards said. “It is com-
mon for many people to experience hurri-
cane fatigue during a busy season, but we 
need everyone to take this threat serious-
ly. That starts with staying weather aware 
and watching for updates from the Nation-
al Hurricane Center, the National Weather 
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From left to right: Brusly Mayor Scot Rhodes, John Lemon and Cleveland Kacine Thomas unveil the new 
sign at Roland Brown Field on Saturday, Oct. 3.
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Field at Lukeville Park 
dedicated to local legend

See DELTA on Page 4A

The baseball diamond at 
Lukeville Park officially 
has a name - Roland Brown 
Field. The Parks and Rec-
reation Department, along 
with Brown’s family and 
friends, held a dedication 
ceremony on Saturday, Oct. 
3 to honor the longtime 
coach and unveil the field’s 
new name.

Rep. Edmond Jordan, 
a former player for the 
Lukeville Reds, presented 
Brown and his wife Mar-
ilyn with two proclama-
tions, one from himself and 
one from Gov. John Bel 
Edwards acknowledging 
his “commitment, dedica-
tion and unyielding service 
to the West Baton Rouge 
community.”

Brown is a local leg-
end known for teaching, 
coaching, and changing his 
students and players’ lives. 
Brown taught and coached 
track, basketball and base-
ball at Cohn High School in 
Port Allen, Donaldsonville 
High School and Brusly 
High School. He made his-
tory as the first Black head 
coach in the parish. He also 
served as the principal of 
Port Allen Middle School, 
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Here comes Hurricane Delta

Photo by The National Hurricane Center
The forecast cone for Hurricane Delta at press time Tuesday, Oct. 6.

Bars back 
open after 
positivity 
rate stays 
below 5%
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West Baton Rouge bars 
are back open - in a way. 

After two weeks with a 
3.7 percent positivity rate, 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
bars were given the go-
ahead to open on Wednes-
day, Sept. 30. 

All establishments must 
adhere to Phase 3 rules - 
allowing 25% of capacity, 
up to 50 patrons, and only 
offering table service. Pa-
trons are not to gather at 
the bar. 

Parish President Riley 
“PeeWee” Berthelot said 
he sent notice to the ATC to 
opt-in so bars could open 
as soon as possible. 

“It’s not wide open, 
but at least they can have 
something coming in,” he 
said.

Live music, sitting at the 
bar and drinks after 11 p.m. 
are not allowed under the 
Phase 3 guidance. 

Jack’s Place owner Jill 
Saia said she hopes this 
reopening will last lon-
ger than the one allowed 
in mid-June, which lasted 
about three weeks. 

“It costs an awful lot of 
money to start it up and 
close it down again and 
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