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Bridge discussion continues,
but still a long road ahead

See BRIDGE Page 3

The former event coor-
dinator for the West Baton 
Rouge Chamber of Com-
merce is facing dozens of 
charges after the organiza-
tion opened an investiga-
tion into her spending as an 
employee. 

According to the West 
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Marie Anais Brand 
is facing charges for more 
than 30 counts of forgery 
and one count of felony 
theft in excess of $25,000. 

The West Baton Rouge 
Chamber of Commerce 
sent a notice to members 
of the chamber on Friday 
saying that the West Baton 
Rouge Sheriff’s Office and 
district attorney’s office is-
sued new charges against 
Brand. The letter said the 
chamber discovered dispar-
ities in its finances during 

Brand’s tenure and turned 
that information over to 
law enforcement back in 
November. 

Brand was arrested in 
October of 2020 in Hidal-
go County, TX for illegal 
possession of controlled 
substances. Following that 
arrest, the Chamber of 
Commerce and Brand sep-
arated.
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Brand

Former Chamber of 
Commerce employee 
facing check forgery, 

theft charges

State welcomes Phase 3 

Parish leaders from West 
Baton Rouge say they re-
main firmly committed to 
a push for plans to build 
a new Mississippi River 
Bridge, although those still 
loom far on the horizon.

Studies for the plan have 
continued through the Cap-
ital Area Roads and Bridges 
District, a coalition aimed 
at bringing the project to 
fruition in hopes of easing 
gridlock on the stretch of 
the river along Interstate 
10, which has long source 
of frustration for motorists.

The $1 Billion Question

Even if all discussion of 
location was discussed and 
resolved, one glaring issue 
remains: How to pay for the 
project, which has an early 
estimate $1 billion?

Environmental studies 
and different routes for the 
bridge have dominated the 
bulk of the discussion. 

West Baton Rouge Parish 
President Riley “Pee Wee” 
Berthelot said the site deci-
sion could come soon, but 
funding for the project re-
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Parish leaders in the Greater Baton Rouge area remain hopeful that another Mississippi River bridge will 

eventually come to fruition to end gridlock on I-10 and La. 1.

A steady drop in COVID 
cases and hospitalizations, 
coupled with widespread 
immunizations prompted 
Gov. John Bel Edward to 
relax restrictions to Phase 3 
mitigation.

The executive order Ed-
wards announced during a 
press conference Tuesday 
will take effect Wednesday, 
March 3. The order expires 
in 28 days.

His announcement came 
after a three-month span 
of Phase 2 restrictions that 
took effect in late Novem-
ber. Single-day case totals 
during the span between 
November and January 
reached record highs, while 
the total number of hos-
pitalizations during that 
period hovered around the 
2,000 mark.

The worst single-day 
surge occurred Jan. 8 when 
the Louisiana Department 
of Health reported 3,372 
new cases and 105 deaths. 
On the same day, COVID 
hospitalizations reached 

2,060, including 220 pa-
tients on ventilators. 

Edwards brought Louisi-
ana back to Phase 2 on Nov. 
24 when hospitalizations 
soared to 1,077. 

During the last month, 
case totals have decreased 
to 1,000 or below, while 
hospitalizations have 
dipped below 700.

Edwards remains con-
cerned about the UK vari-
ant, which could lead to 
another spike.

“We’re currently mov-
ing the right direction, as 
we have been for sever-
al weeks now.,” he said. 

“While we’re doing better 
and easing restrictions, no 
one should think we’re out 
of the woods, especially 
with the variant.” 

He urged residents to 
take the vaccination as 
soon as they eligible to re-
ceive it. 

Phase 3 rules include:

• Places of worship can 
open at full capacity, but 
social distancing remains 
strongly encouraged. 

• Restaurants and most 
other businesses will be 
allowed to expand from 50 
percent occupancy to 75 

percent. 
• Bars can open at 25 per-

cent occupancy indoors in 
all parishes, or 50 percent 
if their parish has seen 5 
percent of less percent pos-
itivity.

• Event centers will be 
able to host gatherings of 
50 percent capacity of 250 
people.

• Gyms will stay open at 
50 percent rather than 75 
percent occupancy. Live 
music will be allowed in-
doors if bars follow rules 
laid out by the state fire 
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