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West Baton Rouge Student of the Year
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Four arrested for malfeasance following 
internal investigation by Sheriff’s Office

Four West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s deputies were ar-
rested for malfeasance in 
office last week. 

Three arrests stem from 
an internal investigation 
into recent escapes from 
the Work Release program. 
One arrest stems from the 
investigation into the mur-
der-for-hire plot stopped 
by authorities in early No-
vember.

Taija Pearly, 23, Dimple 
Jones, 56 and James Mc-
Clurg, 28 and Michael La-
fayette, 60, were arrested 
on charges of malfeasance 
in office. Pearly and Dim-

Voters choose 
Grace for 
School Board

Addis welcomes Serena’s

Voters kept Kyle Ardoin 
in his position as Secretary 
of State, but Port Allen vot-
ers chose a change for the 
District Six School Board 
Seat. Chareeka Grace beat 
incumbent School Board 
member Rose Roche by 39 
votes in the Saturday, Dec. 
8 run-off election. 

Grace earned 54 percent 
of the votes in the district 
and Roche trailed with 46 
percent. Official turnout 
for the District Six School 
Board seat election was 
just over 30 percent, ac-
cording to the Secretary of 

State website.
Grace, a bus driver for 

Mentorship Academy and 
mother of two, said the win 
came as a surprise. She is 
a Port Allen High graduate 
who has been a West Baton 
Rouge citizen for 22 years. 

“I’m a product of our 
school system and passion-
ate about our youth,” she 
said. 

Grace said she looks for-
ward to working towards 
helping push Port Allen 
High to a B school and de-
veloping policies to better 
prepare students for what-
ever they choose to pursue 
after high school.  
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The West Baton Rouge Chamber of Commerce held a grand opening ceremony for Serena’s, the Lebanese 

restaurant in the Benedetto’s Shopping Center on Monday, Dec. 10. Serena’s owner Asad Qasem has 

served West Baton Rouge for 13 years as the owner of Las Palmas in Brusly. Qasem said he is thankful for 

the opportunity to expand and continue serving the people of West Baton Rouge at the grand opening. 

Something of our own
Dedicating Cohn High Memorial Park
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Four years after the rem-
nants of Cohn High School 
were demolished commu-
nity leaders and the Cohn 
High Alumni Association 
memorialized its legacy 
with the dedication of the 
Cohn Memorial Park on 
Tuesday, Dec. 3. 

“This isn’t just the sto-
ry of the students of Cohn 
this is the story of our 
community,” Brian Falcon 
a member of the Board of 
Directors for the West Ba-
ton Rouge Historical Asso-
ciation said. 

Cohn High’s legacy 
extends to 1949 when it 
opened as the only high 
school for black students in 
West Baton Rouge Parish. 

Before 1949, most 
schools held for black stu-
dents were in churches or 
lodge halls and only pro-
vided education through 
seventh grade. If a black 

Staff report

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Michael Lafayette Taija Pearly James McClurg Dimple JonesSee ARREST on Page 3

Photo by Breanna Smith

The Cohn High Alumni Association gathered at the Cohn High School National 

Register of Historical Places marker following the Cohn High Memorial Park 

dedication ceremony on Tuesday, Dec. 4.

A community 
Christmas

The annual Festival de 
Noel parade hosted by the 
city of Port Allen failed to 
get City Council support 
this year, but a group of 
residents says the show will 
go on. 

The We Believe in Mira-
cles Parade will roll on Sat-
urday, Dec. 22 at 3 p.m. 

Chairperson of the event 
Clerice Lacy began orga-
nizing the event last week 
as word spread that the city 
would not host a parade this 
year.

“We don’t have the fund-
ing, but we have the heart,” 
Lacy said. “We have a mis-
sion that must be accom-
plished if you care about 
the children, families and 
our traditions.”

The City Council will 
consider providing funding 
for a bonfire after the We 
Believe in Miracles Parade 
at the regular meeting on 
Wednesday, Dec. 12. 

The parade will run its 
usual route through Port 
Allen down Jefferson Ave-
nue and Louisiana Avenue. 
The price for vendor spots 
and entrance fees for floats 
remains the same as the 
city has charged in previ-
ous years. 

The City Council de-
nied City Coordinator 
Rose Roche’s request for 
$15,000 in funding for the 
Festival de Noel Parade 
in October. Councilman 
Brandon Brown moved to 
approve $10,000 in spend-
ing, but only elicited the 
support of Councilwom-
an Ray Helen Lawrence. 
Councilmen Hugh “Hoo-
tie” Riviere, Gary Hubble 
and Carey Williams cited a 
lack of resident support and 
commercial sponsorship 
as their reasons for voting 
down the Festival de Noel. 

This article will be up-
dated online at www.thew-
estsidejournal.com follow-
ing the Wednesday, Dec. 12 
City Council meeting.
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