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The city celebrates Juneteenth
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Photo by Breanna Smith
Port Allen residents dancing at Live on the Levee.

Levee top trial

Hanging with heroes

The legal battle between
the parish and landowners
over the five-mile levee top
trail is going to trial. Judge
Alvin Batiste denied the
parish’s attempt at having
the case thrown out in a
hearing on Monday, June 18.
The trial is scheduled for
Friday, August 17. 

Landowners argue the
statute revised in 1999,
which gives levee boards the
authority to pave bike path
and walking trails, is uncon-

stitutional. John Crawford,
the attorney representing the
landowners, argued it vio-
lates the Louisiana
Constitution and 14th
amendment of the United
States Constitution.

The levee is landowners’
private property, except for
the narrow top portion,
which is a legal servitude.
Under the servitude, proper-
ty owners may not hinder
access to the levee for the
making and repairing of lev-
ees, roads, and other public

BReanna smIth
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Community events came
into the crosshairs at last
week’s Port Allen City
Council meeting. Concerts
on the levee and parades
could be canceled if the city
can’t find corporate sponsors
with deeper pockets. 

The City Council decided
in a 3-2 vote to remove the
$60,000 allocated for com-
munity events and their pro-
motion from the budget at
the Wednesday, June 13
meeting. 

“That’s canceling a lot of
events if we can’t find fund-
ing,” Mayor Richard Lee
said.

Councilman Gary
Hubble, who made the
motion to eliminate the line
item, said his problem is not

An urgent need to com-
promise highlighted the
opening address Gov. John
Bel Edwards delivered to
legislators as they began a
third special session at the
State Capitol. 

Gov. Edwards called rep-
resentatives and senators
back to Baton Rouge with
the hope they will agree on a
plan to create revenue to fill

the $648 million deficit the
state will face upon expira-
tion of the temporary one-
cent sales tax June 30.   

He urged lawmakers to
cast aside partisan politics
and focus on solutions to
avoid deep cuts to education,
TOPS, sheriff’s offices, dis-
trict attorneys and other
agencies.  

“The time for politics and
partisanship is over,” Gov.
Edwards said. “The time for
solutions is now … the citi-
zens of this state have waited
long enough. They deserve

results – now.”  
He called lawmakers to

the State Capitol a third time
this year – and seventh since
January 2016 – after they
closed the previous special
session June 4 without rev-
enue to avoid $98 million
cuts to state colleges, $88
million cuts to TOPS and an
end to per diems paid to
parish prisons for housing
inmates from outside of their
area. 

Lawmakers closed the

Gov. makes last plea
for compromise

Council seeks an end
to underfunded events

Caneview
K-8 

The West Baton Rouge
Parish School Board is
ready to name the school
on the North end of the
parish, and let it stick. 

The academic commit-
tee unanimously approved
a recommendation to
change the name from The
Northside School to
Caneview K-8 at the
Tuesday, June 12 meeting.
The recommendation will
go before the board for
approval at the regular
meeting on Wednesday,
June 20. 

Bryan Doucet
approached the committee
as a proponent of the
Caneview K-8 name on
behalf of educators from
Chamberlin Elementary
and Devall Middle schools
also present at the meeting.  

“It’s just more appeal-
ing than Northside,”
Doucet said. “I think when
we get into calling
Northside and Southside
schools- we’ve been fight-
ing for years to get the stig-
ma out of south of the
Intracoastal and north of
the Intracoastal-it’s like it’s
a divided parish.”
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Fatal crash

on Rosedale

A Baton Rouge native
died after colliding head-
on with a concrete truck
on Rosedale Road in Port
Allen Thursday, June 14,
according to the West
Baton Rouge Sheriff
Office. Denton Thomas, a
69-year-old Baton Rouge
native and resident of
Houston, Texas was pro-
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Two West Side towns
earned spots in the 2018
list of top five safest places
to live in Louisiana. Brusly
claimed the number one
spot in the 2018 Safest
Places to Live list and
Addis followed closely,
claiming the number three
spot. 

Niche, a rating, and
review company that uses

data to provide assess-
ments on places to live and
schools, compiles a new
list each year. Towns
around the state and coun-
try are graded based on
crime, excessive drinking,
premature death and
firearm-related death rates. 

Both towns also claimed
spots on Niche’s Top 50
Places to Live in Louisiana
list. 

Brusly Police Chief
Jonathan Lefeaux said the
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Body found
in WBR

Authorities reported
the body of Julie Moak,
39, was found in Port
Allen Friday night. Moak,
of Gonzales, was reported
missing last week.

An initial autopsy
revealed no signs of foul
play, according to APSO
Chief Deputy Bobby
Webre.

The WBRSO and
APSO began a joint
investigation after Moak’s
body was found in Port
Allen. Deputies are still
waiting on other forensics
and toxicology reports,
Webre said.

Julie Moak
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Photo courtesy of the West Baton Rouge Parish Library
Residents of all ages enjoyed a day at the WBR Library meeting local heroes and learning more about
their jobs. For more photos and information about the event visit us online at www.thewestsidejournal.com


