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Sports

Port Allen, Brusly to host 
first playoff matchups

Parish Council begins 
discussion on putting 
term limits to a vote
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Long- life 
noodles

Joha’s Table
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News

Residents of West Baton Rouge are 
thawing out after a rare winter storm coated 
much of the state in ice on Monday. Hun-
dreds of West Baton Rouge Parish resi-
dents were without power for three to four 
days. Residents of Orleans Quarters, Allene 
Street and Live Oak in Brusly remained 
without electricity the longest, according to 
Parish President Riley “PeeWee” Berthelot. 

Those residents in Brusly and many in 
Sunset in Addis and Sugar Mill, especial-
ly the apartment complex, are still without 
power as of Wednesday morning. The of-
ficial count Wednesday morning was 862 
residents of West Baton Rouge and Pointe 
Coupee without power. 

The deep freeze forced businesses and 
roads across the Greater Baton Rouge re-
gion to shut down on Monday. Schools 
closed Wednesday due to hazardous road 
conditions and loss of electricity after be-
ing out for Mardi Gras break on Monday 
and Tuesday. Some businesses reopened 
Wednesday, with parish employees back at 
work, but many remained closed. The Mis-
sissippi River Bridge, along with stretches 
of the interstate, remain closed through 
Wednesday due to ice. 

Entergy crews worked to restore power 
to hundreds of homes in West Baton Rouge 

on Monday and Tuesday. Tuesday morn-
ing, approximately 1,000 parish residents 
were without power. That number jumped 
Tuesday evening. Berthelot said he is not 
sure whether those outages are due to roll-
ing blackouts or more falling limbs. Most 
outages have been caused by low-hanging 
vegetation and limbs snapping, taking pow-
er lines down with them as they fell under 
the weight of ice. 

West Baton Rouge Parish Government 
took several measures to ensure resident 
safety during the historic temperature drop, 
including opening the Addis Community 
Center as a temporary shelter and issuing 
a 9 p.m. curfew on Monday. The shelter 
closed less than three hours after it opened 
due to a lack of residents utilizing the fa-
cility. 

Crews are currently out clearing ditches 
of limbs and debris. All surface roads are 
clear and open.

“We’re about the best we can be under 
the conditions,” he said.

West Baton Rouge Parish Government is 
asking for any citizens of WBR Parish who 
have experienced damage to their individu-
al electrical service line to their home and 
have made the repairs, to please call 225-
346-1577. This will allow an inspector to 
be dispatched to coordinate with the power 
company and safely supply power. 

West Side thawing after days of 
freezing, icy weather

Breanna Smith

editor@thewestsidejournal.com
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A large tree in Addis split in half by the weight of ice during the winter storm that 

began Monday, Feb. 15.
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DOTD crews work to clear ice off of the I-10 Mississippi River Bridge Wednes-

day, Feb. 17. 
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Icy streets in Addis amid historically low temperatures. 
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