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ROSEDALE – At a sug-
arcane and soybean farm 
outside Baton Rouge, ag-
ricultural workers faced 
more than Louisiana’s 
heat and humidity. They 
dealt with a farm owner 
and operator, Glynn Riv-
et, who allegedly denied 
them adequate food and 
water, and after the work-
ers asked the owner’s son 
to help them get food and 
water, the owner yelled 
obscenities at the work-
ers, threatened them with 
guns and fired near them. 
Three of the workers who 
the owner directly threat-
ened were constructively 
discharged when they left 
the farm permanently in 
fear for their safety.
 To address the egre-

gious and threatening be-
havior of Rivet and Sons 
LLC, and owner, Glynn 
Rivet, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor has filed 
a complaint and motion 
for temporary restraining 
order and preliminary in-
junction in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court in the Middle 
District of Louisiana in 
Baton Rouge asking the 
court to stop the Rosedale 
farm, its owners and any-
one acting on their behalf 
from retaliating against 
current and former em-
ployees, including their 
families, who make com-
plaints or ask for bene-
fits they are entitled to, 
such as food and water. 
The motion also asks the 
court to order Rivet and 
Sons to refrain from tak-
ing any actions that would 
obstruct the department’s 
Wage and Hour Division’s 
investigation.
 In addition, the motion 

for temporary restrain-
ing order asks the court 
to prohibit the Rosedale 
farm and its owners from 
violating federal H-2A 
Temporary Agricultur-
al Program and certain 
Occupational Safety 
and Health regulations. 
Specifically, the motion 
asks the court to prohibit 
Glynn Rivet from carry-
ing a firearm within 5,000 
feet of any current, for-
mer or prospective H-2A 
worker; from communi-
cating directly or indirect-
ly or being within 1,500 
feet of the workers; or 
from entering the land and 
property where the work-
ers are housed.
 The motion also asks the 

court to order the compa-
ny and Rivet’s sons to do 
the following:
• Take all necessary 

steps to ensure that the 
court’s order regarding 
Glynn Rivet is enforced 
and to protect the work-

ers including installing 
new locks and deadbolts 
on the exterior doors of 
the workers’ housing, or 
re-keying the existing 
locks.
• Pay the three workers 

who were constructively 
discharged back pay and 
any other expenses they 
incurred when they were 
constructively discharged 
as a result of defendants’ 
retaliatory actions.
• Comply with the OSHA 

field sanitation standards 
including providing suf-
ficient and suitably cool 
potable drinking water as 
well as toilet and hand-
washing facilities.
• Advise workers of their 

H-2A rights and protec-
tions, including their right 
to participate in the Wage 
and Hour Division’s in-
vestigation without fear 
of retaliation. 
 “The U.S. Department 

of Labor enforces laws 
that protect workers from 
abusive and unsafe work-
places,” said Southwest 
Wage and Hour Region-
al Administrator Bet-
ty Campbell in Dallas.  
“Agricultural workers 
perform essential jobs to 
help feed U.S. consumers 
and support the nation’s 
economy. They deserve 
better.”
“The U.S. Department of 

Labor will use every le-
gal tool available to keep 
workers safe,” said Re-
gional Solicitor of Labor 
John Rainwater in Dal-
las. “Keeping America’s 
workers free from harm is 
at the core of what the de-
partment stands for.”
 Rivet & Sons LLC, a 

6,000 acre farming busi-
ness with nine fields in 
Iberville and Pointe Cou-
pee parishes, is an H-2 
agriculture employer that 
hires foreign workers on 
special visas to perform 
agricultural work, such as 
hand planting and divert-
ing water and removing 
weeds from the fields. The 
workers who were threat-
ened were H-2A workers.
 For more information 

about the Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act and other laws 
enforced by the division, 
contact the agency’s toll-
free helpline at 866-4US-
WAGE (487-9243). Learn 
more about the Wage and 
Hour Division, including 
a search tool to use if you 
think you may be owed 
back wages collected by 
the division.
 Workers can call the 

Wage and Hour Division 
confidentially with ques-
tions – regardless of their 
immigration status – and 
the department can speak 
with callers in more than 
200 languages.

Larry Wright and his biking buddies meet every Tuesday at Cohn Elementary to cruise  around Port Allen. The 

peddle pushers follow a different course each week.  Photos provided by Larry Wright.

On Sunday, October 
3, 2021 the West Baton 
Rouge Museum will hold 
its 26th Sugar Fest. The 
event takes place from 
11-4 and will include 
demonstrations of praline 
candy making, spinning 
and weaving, woodwork-
ing and blacksmithing. 
Live music is scheduled 
from genres including 
Cajun, Zydeco, Jazz, 
Folk and Bluegrass and 
of course, sweet treats 
will be on site. Like last 
year’s event, the cele-
bration will be socially 
distanced and held out 
of doors to encourage 
safety.

The Sugar Association’s 
website claims that the 
history of sugar cane 
has roots in Papua New 
Guinea in 8000 BCE 
when people first domes-
ticated the plant. Since 
that time, it has travelled 
slowly westward across 
the globe to sweeten and 
preserve. 
Later, around 100 CE, 

the Sugar Association 
states both the Greek and 
then the Roman empires 
had a record of using 
sugar cane in medicinal 
practices having to do 
with the gut. Within 500 
years, the plant and pro-
cessing techniques spread 
across the region known 
as Mesopotamia.
Treva Williams, who 

is an educator in Family 
and Consumer Science 
associated with the Ohio 
State University, states in 
her article, “Preserving 
Food with Less Sugar,” 
that granulated sugar is 
used most frequently for 
a sweetener in canned 
and frozen goods as of 
2016. This top ranking is 
despite the rise in popu-
larity of sugar substitutes. 
Like salt, processed sugar 
acts like a preservative in 
jams and jellies because 
the correct amount can 
prevent microbial growth. 
The addition also main-
tains food color, flavor 
and textures. 
The history of sugar in 

Louisiana is associated 
most after its cultivation 

in the Caribbean Region. 
Hispaniola, now Haiti 
and the Dominican Re-
public, recorded its first 
sugar harvest in 1501, 
according to The Sugar 
Association.
The production of 

sugar, the main ingre-
dient in various sweet 
dishes associated with 
joyful celebration is also 
marked by a violent past. 
Sugar production is deep-
ly rooted in the history 
of slavery of this region 
until the late 1800s.  
Along with cotton, rice 
and tobacco it was one 
of the largest producing 
southern crops and still 
is the main crop here in 
West Baton Rouge along 
with soybeans. 

Tuesdays have a new 
event rolling in Port 
Allen. Larry Wright has 
been hosting Tuesdays 
on Wheels, a group bike 
ride through the city, since 
February 2021. The bicy-
cle group cruises around 
town on a different course 
every week. It has been 
a successful way for him 
to stay in shape and he 
encourages other to join.
Wright’s group welcomes 

everyone and all ages. 
They meet every Tuesday 
at Cohn Elementary at 
805 14th Street in Port 
Allen at 6:30 P.M. After a 
short meet and greet, the 
ride starts around 7 P.M.
If you don’t have a bicy-

cle, Wright can get rentals 
with advanced notice; 
which makes the club 
accessible. The group size 
varies weekly, but he said 
the lowest turn out was 
around 5 people while the 
largest ride had 35. 
Wright is a member of a 

bicycle group called the 
United Riderz, made up 
of people from all over 
West Baton Rouge. So far, 
with groups of which he 
is a part, Wright says he 
has gone as far as Hous-
ton, Texas. Others have 
even travelled to Califor-
nia for group events. In 
December, Wright will 
visit to Miami for a beach 
ride that has been orga-
nized there. More often, 
they travel as a group to 
Lafayette, Mandeville, 

New Orleans, and other 
Louisiana cities. 
His motivation to start 

riding came after trage-
dy, when Wright’s friend 
passed away of a heart 
attack. The friends were 
close in age, and his pass-
ing encouraged Wright 
to visit the doctor to get 
serious about health. He 
had some unhealthy habits 
he has since kicked.
A doctor’s visit identified 

high blood pressure and 
he was prescribed medi-
cation to regulate it along 
with the suggestion for 
30 minutes of exercise a 
week. Since he had a bike 
in the garage, he set out 
on it through town. As 
he did so, he met other 
riders who invited him to 
a group ride with United 

Riderz which has since 
opened his exposure to 
other groups like the Who 
Dat Riderz. He now rides 
with different affiliated 
clubs 4 or 5 times a week. 
Wright has since lowered 

his blood pressure signifi-
cantly as is currently on 
the lowest dose of blood 
pressure medication. 
Riding has also helped his 
sense of community, espe-
cially during the heights 
of lockdown for COVID. 
He still rode with groups, 
they spread out and wore 
masks to stay safe. Wright 
said, “Without bike riding, 
I probably would have 
went crazy.”
Follow the group 

Tuesdays on Wheels on 
Facebook for more infor-
mation.
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