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PAPD lieutenant
accidentally ﬁres
service weapon
in home again
BREANNA SMITH
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

A
Lieutenant
with
the Port Allen Police
Department is required to
take online training after a
second accidental ﬁring of
his weapon while cleaning
it, according to the Port
Allen Police Department.
Police Chief Esdron
Brown gave Lt. Alaric
Celestaine a verbal warning

after he accidentally ﬁred
his weapon inside of his
Baton Rouge apartment on
April 24, 2018, according
to records. Less than a year
later, on March 29, 2019,
his service weapon went
off again in his apartment
while breaking it down to
clean it. Celestaine blamed
the second incident on
fatigue.
See MISHAP on Page 2
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Lit Pizza announces new location in Brusly
STAFF REPORT
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Lit Pizza announced
Monday, April 6 it will
open a new location in
Brusly next to Walk-On’s
in the former Caffe Maison
building.
The signature blast ﬁred
pizza shop is expected
to open in the fall of
2019, according to the
announcement.
The
location will be the ﬁrst Lit

Pizza on the West Side.
The company has two
locations in Baton Rouge,
one near the LSU campus
and one on Bluebonnet
Blvd. There are also
locations in Gonzales and
Zachary.
Caffe Maison was a
Brusly staple for beignets,
breakfast and coffee for
four years. The business
closed its doors on Sunday,
April 28.
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National Day of Prayer

Pedestrian struck,
killed on Court Street
Monday morning
STAFF REPORT
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

A Port Allen woman was
struck and killed on Court
Street early Monday, April
6, according to the West
Baton Rouge Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce Trafﬁc Division.
Cassandra Carter, a
59-year-old mother of
three, was struck by the
2007 Chrysler 300 driven
by Tristan Pillette, 28 of
Lafayette, around 5 a.m.
near the Westgate Church.
Two witnesses reported
seeing Carter walking in
the roadway, Ken Albarez,
head of the WBRSO

Trafﬁc Division said. The
speed limit in the area is 50
m.p.h.
Deputies issued Pillette
a summons for driving
under suspension. While
he served the suspension,
Pillette failed to reinstate
his license, Albarez said.
“The driver of this vehicle
was under suspension, but
there’s nothing in the law
that says we have to arrest
him,” Albarez said.
Pillette tested negative
for alcohol and is not
suspected of any criminal
negligence at this point in
the investigation.

Photo by Breanna Smith
Pastor Calvin Veal, Jr., Port Allen Mayor Richard Lee, Parish President Riley “PeeWee” Berthelot and Superintendent of WBR Schools Wes Watts stand with Shilah Johnson, Charles Johnson and Charge Johnson
as they lead pledges to the American ﬂag, Christian ﬂag and Christian Bible during National Day of Prayer
on Thursday, May 2. See a full photo gallery at www.thewestsidejournal.com.

Brusly native bringing blues to local schools
BREANNA SMITH
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Dr. Michael Berthelot

Inside

Dr. Michael Berthelot,
owner of Rockin Mozart
Academy and Music Director at MSA West, has a
signiﬁcant inﬂuence on musical education in both West
Baton Rouge and Iberville
parishes. This year, Berthelot is partnering his musical
mind with the West Baton
Rouge Museum to host
a blues program for middle-schoolers.
As an educator, Berthelot earned the title 2018-19
MSA West Middle School
Teacher of the Year. Music

is a family affair for the
Berthelots. His wife, Dorela
Berthelot is a concert cellist
and both of their children,
Dea, 6, and Dorian, 10 play
two instruments each.
The Brusly native teaches a variety of music and
band-related classes at
MSA West, including a
dual-enrollment music appreciation course. He also
instructs the string orchestra, full orchestra and concert band. In each group,
Berthelot creates a strong
culture of excellence, MSA
West Director Monte Burke
said.
Under his direction, the
MSA Instrumental pro-

grams have won several
local and national competitions since the school’s inception in 2008. This year,
the MSA West Full Orchestra earned the Sweepstakes
trophy, the highest honor
given, at the LMEA District
Festival. The concert band
and orchestra also took
home several awards during
the Festival Disney in Orlando, Florida. The Concert
Band performance earned
a superior rating, Best in
Class and third place overall. The full orchestra also
earned a Superior rating.
“The biggest thing about
Dr. Berthelot is that he is
extremely passionate about

his band program,” Burke
said. “...He takes it personally for his students to be
successful and achieve at
the highest possible level.”
When he’s not teaching students at MSA West,
Berthelot teaches music
classes at his two Rockin
Mozart locations in Port Allen and Plaquemine.
This year, Rockin Mozart
is partnering with the West
Baton Rouge Museum to
create a free blues program
for West Baton Rouge sixth
and seventh graders. The
program will kick-off at the
beginning of the 2019-2020
school year.

News................................1-3

Lifestyles..............4, 17 & 18

Obits...................................6

Bids, Notices.....................7

Classifieds.........................15

Events ................................4

Opinion..............................5

Arrests................................6

Legals.............................8-14

Sports.......................19 & 20

