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On October 7, 2021, 
at approx. 7:30 a.m., Port 
Allen Police Department 
was notified of a possi-
ble threat to Port Allen 
Middle School. All area 
schools were immediately 
placed on lockdown, and 
all games for Port Allen 

Middle School for the 
evening were cancelled 
and rescheduled. One ju-
venile suspect has been 
identified and expelled, 
the threat is still currently 
being investigated by Port 
Allen Police Department, 
with help from West Ba-
ton Rouge Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Louisiana State Po-
lice and the FBI.  

Police investigate 
threat to Port Allen 
Middle School
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A newly published book 
called, “Images of Amer-
ica: West Baton Rouge 
Parish” is now available 
for sale in the West Ba-
ton Rouge Museum and 

at some local bookstores. 
Released on September 
20, 2021 by Arcadia Pub-
lishing, it is the work of 
the West Baton Rouge 
Historical Association and 
the West Baton Rouge Mu-
seum’s Curator of Collec-
tions, Lauren Hawthorne.
The previous Curator of 

Collections had approved 

the project, but left the mu-
seum prior to the project’s 
completion. Hawthorne 
assembled 188 historical 
photographs for the col-
lection, spanning from the 
early 19th to the late 20th 
century, illustrating West 
Baton Rouge’s growth 
from modest agricultural 
beginnings.
The publication is a pic-

torial history book with 
captions, all written by 
Hawthorne, to lead the 
reader through the history 
of West Baton Rouge Par-
ish. Some notable sections 
show the construction of 
the Port Allen Locks and 
the building of the old 
bridge. 
This project took Haw-

thorne half of a year. She 
says of her work, “Wheth-
er you are a long-time 
resident or a newcomer to 
the area, ‘Images of Amer-
ica: West Baton Rouge’ is 
a wonderful resource for 
learning something new 
about the parish.” 
Copies can be purchased 

at the West Baton Rouge 
Museum, or at Barnes and 
Noble at Citiplace, Perkins 
Rowe, and their location in 
Lafayette. The book is also 
available online at arcadia-
publishing.com.

Pictorial history 
book now available

BATON ROUGE – Flu 
season is here. Health offi-
cials recommend everyone 
age six months and older 
gets a flu shot by the end 
of October for the best 
protection from the virus 
as winter months approach.

“Our focus has been 
on COVID-19 and the 
fourth surge, but we can’t 
let our guard down against 
the flu,” said Dr. Larry 
Simon, Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Louisiana 
medical director. “It can be 
easy to forget about the flu 
because it is more familiar 
and more routine to us than 
COVID-19, but it remains 
a significant health risk. 
It’s important to get your 
flu shot so that we can pre-
vent serious illnesses and 
avoid further overwhelm-
ing our health system.”

Like COVID-19, the 

flu, or influenza virus, is a 
respiratory illness that can 
cause death, hospitalization 
or severe outcomes, Dr. 
Simon added. Flu cases 
typically appear in early 
fall, and flu season lasts 
until spring, sometimes 
stretching as late as April 
or May, he said. 

“Getting your flu shot 
in October helps your body 
build up immunity before 
the peak of flu season, 
which is in wintertime, so 
you’ll have solid protec-
tion,” Dr. Simon said. 
“The holiday season and 
colder weather are a few 
weeks away. That’s when 
people are more likely to 
be gathered indoors, which 
makes it easier to spread 
illnesses. So, by the time 
Halloween gets here, make 
sure you’ve gotten your flu 
shot.”

The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control & Preven-
tion (CDC) recommends 
everyone six months of age 
and older get a flu shot. It’s 
especially important for 
young children, pregnant 
women, adults 60+ years 
old and anyone who has 
chronic medical conditions 
like diabetes, heart disease 
or asthma, as these groups 
are at a higher risk for 
severe complications from 
the flu.

Most health plans, 
Medicare and Medicaid 
plans cover the annual 
flu shot for $0 or very 
low cost. To find out how 
the flu shot is covered on 
your health plan, contact 
Customer Service at the 
number on your ID card. 
The flu shot is widely 
available at pharmacies, 
clinics and doctors’ offices 

statewide.
In addition to the flu 

shot, health officials also 
recommend everyone 
age 12 and older gets the 
COVID-19 vaccine for 
protection heading into 
winter months. You can 
call the State of Louisi-
ana’s Vaccine Hotline at 
1-855-453-0774 for help 
scheduling a COVID-19 
vaccine appointment. The 
hotline staff can help you 
find vaccine locations near 
you or connect you with 
clinicians who can answer 
your vaccine questions. Or, 
visit the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health’s website 
to see a list of vaccine 
locations. You can search 
by parish to find a vaccine 
site near you, and you can 
see which types of vaccine 
are being given at different 
locations.
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West Baton Rouge 
and other parishes across 
Louisiana are expected to 
receive funds for treatment 
and education against opioid 
addiction as part of a national 
settlement of a $325 million 
national lawsuit.

State Attorney General 
Jeff Landry said in a press 
conference last week that he 
had brokered an agreement 
in principle with associa-
tions that represent sheriffs, 
parish governments and 
municipalities to determine 
how to divide and spend the 
settlement funds. 

The suit involved three of 
the nation’s drug distribution 
companies – Amerisource 
Bergan and Cardinal Health 
–   along with drug maker 
Johnson & Johnson.

A total of 42 states were 
involved in the settlement 
which will allocate  $325 
million to Louisiana part of 
the $26 billion settlement.   

“Whether you’re in the 
suit or not, all parishes will 
be asked to participate, and it 
will come through govern-
mental authority as well as 

the sheriff’s department,” 
said Iberville Parish Sheriff 
Brett Stassi, who also serves 
as president of the Louisiana 
Sheriff’s Association. “Attor-
ney General Landry is taking 
all the money and putting it 
back to where we can fight 
the problems opioids have 
caused.”

In lieu of fines for com-
panies, attorneys asked the 
companies to provide chem-
icals for Narcon, and that has 
saved a lot of lives across the 
state, which has saved many 
lives across the state.”

The treatment will not 
only center on opioid use, but 
the aftereffects of becoming 
addicted to them.

“Some doctors prescribed 
it, saying it was not addictive 
when in reality it was very 
addictive,” Stassi said. “This 
settlement has come at a very 
opportune time.”

The settlement will 
provide help not only to 
metropolitan areas, but also 
many rural areas.

“What Attorney General 
Landry has done is to break 
it down to governmental 
agencies and sheriff’s office 
to reach out to every part of 
the state that will potentially 

have access to these funds,” 
Stassi said. “It’s not often it’s 
done that way. 

“The opioid issues may 
actually be worse in the rural 
areas due to less law en-
forcement and having fewer 
things to do in those areas,” 
he said. 

The settlement funds will 
enable government agencies 
to begin programs to help 
curb addition from opioids, 
which has been linked to 
500,000 deaths since 2000. 

Today is a great day in 
our fight to hold accountable 
those who have stoked the 
fire of the opioid crisis,” said 
Attorney General Landry, 
who helped lead state 
negotiations along with the 
attorneys general of North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Califor-
nia, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Massachusetts, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and 
Texas.

The agreement resolves 
investigations and litigation 
with Cardinal, McKesson, 
AmerisourceBergen, and 
Johnson & Johnson over the 
companies’ roles in creating 
and fueling the opioid epi-
demic. The agreement also 

requires significant industry 
changes that will help pre-
vent this type of crisis from 
happening again

“It is our objective that 
every nickel of this settle-
ment goes to treating those in 
need – mitigating the dam-
age done to our citizens,” 
Landry said. “They deserve 
our state’s commitment to 
treating the addicted and 
protecting the public from 
this horrific plague; and I am 
proud to have delivered this 
great agreement to them.”

Leaders across the state’s 
64 parishes must sign off on 
the deal. After administra-
tive costs, 20 percent of the 
money will go to sheriff’s 
offices, while parishes, cities 
and towns will divvy up the 
remaining 80 percent. 

The funds will be allotted 
through a nationally devised 
formula based on population 
and the number of opioid 
related prescriptions and 
opioid-related deaths among 
the area’s residents. 

The Louisiana Legisla-
tive Auditor’s Office will be 
able to audit each local gov-
ernment’s use of the funds 
follow the state guidelines. 

Opioid settlement funds 
Aimed for local level

Blue Cross urges Louisianians to get seasonal flu shot
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Quinton Lawrence convicted of 2 counts of
attempted second-degree murder, other charges

District Attorney Tony 
Clayton reports that on Octo-
ber 8, 2021, a twelve-mem-
ber jury in Iberville Parish 
deliberated for about an hour 
before unanimously finding 
Quinton Lawrence (DOB 
01/28/1962) of 58634 W.W. 
Harleaux, Plaquemine, guilty 
as charged to two counts of 
attempted second-degree 
murder, three counts of ag-
gravated assault upon a peace 
officer with a firearm, and 
possession of a firearm by a 
convicted felon.

According to Clayton, the 
incident stemmed from a dis-
pute in December 2015 with 

neighbors. Lawrence went 
to their residence threatening 
them. Lawrence, who had 
previously been convicted of 
aggravated battery in June of 
2012 with a different victim, 
ultimately fired shots striking 

one of the neighbors. 
Lawrence then went to 

his home across the street 
and when officers ap-
proached the door, he leveled 
his gun up to the officers and 
refused commands to put the 
weapon down causing one 
of the officers to fire his duty 
weapon hitting Lawrence. 
State Police were called to 
investigate the case. 

“I commend the work of 
the Louisiana State Police 
detectives and crime scene 
investigators,” said DA 
Clayton. “They did a great 
job working this case which 
went hand in hand with 
the prosecution of Quniton 
Lawrence.

Ron Gathe, who is 

Clayton’s Chief of Trials, 
prosecuted this case along 
with Niki Roberts, Tim-
my Collins, and Brilliant 
Clayton. Gathe stated he was 
elated with the verdict. “The 
jury listened to all of the 
evidence and got it right,” he 
said. “This verdict means so 
much to the victim’s family 
that they can finally put this 
behind them,” he said. 

Lastly Clayton stated, 
“The 18th Judicial District is 
very lucky and fortunate to 
have such a seasoned prose-
cutor as Gathe.” 

District Judge Elizabeth 
Engolio set sentencing for 
Lawrence on November 17, 
2021, at 9:00 a.m.

Quinton Lawrence


