
The good news for the 
city of Port Allen is that the 
municipality doesn’t have 
to come up with $125,000 
in the annual budget for 

employee health insurance 
costs.

The bad news:  The cost 
is still high at $116,000.

At a special City Coun-

cil meeting called Monday 
night, March 29, council 
members just made it un-
der the wire to discuss and 
approve health insurance 

plans.  
Bids from insurance 

firms offered little help, so 
the city remained with the 
three plans favored at the 

March 10 Council meeting 
plus a fourth insurance op-
tion from which employees 
can select. April 1 is the 
official sign-up day for em-

ployee insurance.  
Audrey McCain, the 
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The price has changed,
but city insurance still rising

All Louisianans 16 years old or older 
became eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine 
beginning Monday, March 29, following 
news from the federal government that 
Louisiana’s allocation of vaccine doses 
will significantly increase this week.

Since the start of the vaccination process, 
Louisiana’s weekly allocations of vaccine 
from the federal government have more 
than doubled, with Louisiana now slated 
to get more than 148,000 first doses direct-
ly next week, in addition to vaccine doses 
provided to partner pharmacies in a federal 
pharmacy program as well as the Federally 
Qualified Health Care Center program. 

The first day of open vaccinations coin-
cided with an increase of new cases. The 

Louisiana Department of Health reported 
840 new cases and 35 new deaths, but hos-
pitalizations dropped to 362 and ventilator 
use dipped to 62.

In Region II, which covers the Greater 
Baton Rouge area, a total of 105,354 vac-
cination series – 15 percent of the region’s 
population – have been completed.

In West Baton Rouge, 3,329 vaccination 
series have been completed and 6,242 ini-
tiated.

Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards said 
more than one million Louisianans have 
received at least one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine. With the B.1.1.7., or U.K. vari-
ant, continuing to increase in Louisiana 
and neighboring states, it is essential to get 
Louisiana vaccinated as quickly and equi-
tably as possible, Gov. john Bel Edwards 
said.

“Based on the doses that we will have available in the coming week, now is absolutely 
the time to expand vaccine eligibility as broadly as we possibly can, which is to everyone 
age 16 or older in Louisiana,” Edwards said. “This is an exciting development, but the 
hard work of making sure our family members, friends, coworkers and neighbors all have 
access to the vaccine will continue for months.

“Our goal has been to get vaccine doses we receive into someone’s arm within seven 
days of the doses arriving, because a shot sitting on a shelf doesn’t help us end this pan-
demic,” he said. “All three available vaccines are safe and effective for every community 
and they represent our best hope of being able to Bring Louisiana Back.”

Until March 29, vaccine eligibility was open to  people in Louisiana age 65 and older, 
all health care workers, people ages 16 to 64 with certain health conditions and people 
16 or older in certain essential jobs are eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine in Louisiana. 

Appointments are still required and providers may need time to update their scheduling 
across the old systems, which means that people may have to wait a few days to schedule 
their appointments for next week. 

There are three authorized COVID-19 vaccines used in the United States: two-dose 
vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna and a one-dose shot from Johnson & Johnson. People 
ages 16 and 17 are only eligible to receive the Pfizer vaccine, and they should consult 
their primary care doctor or vaccine provider to ensure the proper vaccine is administered.

“I am deeply grateful for Louisiana’s health care workers and vaccine providers who 
have worked tirelessly not only to treat sick patients, but now to vaccinate our people,” 
Edwards said. “This has been an absolutely unprecedented effort and Louisiana’s nurses, 
doctors and other health care workers have risen to the occasion each and every time 
they’ve been called upon. 

“I hope people will be patient over the next few days as providers begin accepting 
appointments,” he said. “Please know that there will be enough doses for everyone who 
wants a shot to get one eventually.”

Two weeks ago, the Louisiana Department of Health launched the Bring Back Louisi-
ana grassroots campaign, which will bring COVID-19 vaccines to communities of con-
cern through community events and targeted outreach. 

WHERE TO GET THE VACCINES:
• Noah’s Pharmacy, 947 East Main Street, Brusly.
• Walmart Pharmacy, 3255 La. 1 South, Port Allen.
• West Baton Rouge Parish Health Center, 685 Louisiana Avenue, Port Allen. 

EGG-Xtreme Egg Hunting

Bunnies and colored eggs abounded Sunday, 

March 28, at the West Baton Rouge Muse-

um’s and Library’s EGG-Stravaganza!  The 

grass was green and lush at the local Muse-

um, the perfect placed to hide Easter eggs.  

Bunnies made do hunting colored jelly beans.  

Check ot the Journal’s Easter Coloring Con-

test Winners, 

page 7.
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“
It’s a drastic, significant 
change for employees.”

— CFO Audrey McCain

Inside
News......................................1-2

Coloring Contest Winners....3

Lifestyles....................4-6

Events............................4

Opinion.............................7

Obituaries..........................8

DA Report, Bids & Notices....9 & 10

Legals......................................11 & 12

Classifieds...12 & 13

Sports....................14


