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According to LDH on Tuesday, September 21.

Please visit our website for
 up-to-date coverage. 

41
895
deaths

confirmed cases

Grand jury 
indicts Port 
Allen couple for 
second-degree 
murder of infant

Goss

A grand jury indicted a 
Port Allen man and woman 
for the second-degree mur-
der of an infant who died in 
a motel room off LA 415 in 

June.
The grand jury indict-

ed Gage Thibeaux, 23, on 
one count of second-degree 
murder and the infant’s 
mother Hope Goss, 23, with 
principal to second-degree 
murder on Sept. 3.

Fortune or Forgery?
Port Allen native, 
FBI special agent 
disucsses famous 

Clementine Hunter 
forgery case

This Weekend

Ava and Jacob Saucier 
Memorial Jambalaya Benefit 

Sunday, Sept. 27 at Holy 
Family Parish Hall
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Sports

Coronavirus by 
the numbers

West Baton Rouge Par-
ish ranked third for proper-
ty tax values across Louisi-
ana in a study released by 
SmartAsset, a New York-
based financial technology 
company. Local experts 
claim the parish’s high 
score is a direct result of 
its fortunate geography, but 
others point to other con-
tributing factors, like the 
desire to avoid traffic.

The study looked at prop-

erty taxes, school rankings 
and change in property val-
ues over a five-year period 
to determine which parish-
es get the most value from 
their property taxes.

West Baton Rouge Par-
ish scored a 59.19 on the 
index, behind Grant Parish, 
59.28, and Iberville Parish, 
74.03. “Location, location, 
location,West Baton Rouge 
Parish Assessor Barney 
“Frog” Altazan said.

The parish’s convenient 
access to the Port of Great-
er Baton Rouge, combined 

with its proximity to near-
by chemical plants, drives 
property demand. Altazan 
also credits historical fac-
tors for driving up prices.

“It was easy to go any-
where in East Baton Rouge 
from the West Side until 
Katrina,” Altazan said. “A 
lot of people commuting 
from East Baton Rouge 
have a tough time fighting 
the traffic for a few years 
getting to work, and a good 
deal of them decide it’s 
more convenient to move 
to West Baton Rouge.”

Superintendent of 
schools Wes Watts said 
the parish’s geography has 
helped drive home demand, 
but so have the reputation 
and performance of WBR 
schools. It’s the parish’s 
schools that make people 
comfortable with the idea 
of moving to the parish, 
rather than commuting.

“From our perspective, 
the most critical factor to a 
good community is a good 
school system,” Watts 

WBR ranks third in state for home 
value growth over past 5 years

Baker murrill

westsidejournalnews@gmail.com
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Panthers, Pelicans to kick 
off football season with 
scrimmages this week
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Local music school keeps rockin’ 
with Blues After School

Photo courtesy of the West Baton Rouge Museum 
Rockin’ Mozart Academy and the West Baton Rouge Museum kicked off the Blues After School program for 

the second year on Friday, Sept. 11. Amid the coronavirus pandemic, the local music school owned 

by Brusly native Dr. Michael Berthelot, changed its entire business model while going virtual to maintain a 

sense of normalcy for students. The Blues After School program is supported by the New Orleans Jazz and 

Heritage Foundation.
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