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Lady Panthers prepare for semifi nals 

A head-on crash on 
Bueche Road near Section 
Road around 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, April 21 claimed 
the life of a Port Allen man 
and sent one to the hospital 
with serious injuries. The 
two-vehicle crash claimed 
the life of 46-year old Mel-
vin Jones of Port Allen.

According to Louisiana 
State Troopers, Jones was 
traveling northbound on 
Bueche Road in a 2005 
Nissan Sentra. At the same 
time, 29-year-old Jonathan 
Daisy of New Roads was 
traveling southbound on 
Bueche Road in a 2017 
Honda Accord. Jones’ ve-
hicle crossed the centerline 
and struck Daisy’s Honda 
head-on.

Jones was unrestrained at 

the time of the crash, State 
Police said. He suffered 
fatal injuries and was pro-
nounced deceased at the 
scene by the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Coroner’s 
Offi ce. 

Daisy was properly re-
strained. He was transport-
ed to Our Lady of the Lake 
Regional Medical Center in 
Baton Rouge with serious 
injuries.

Impairment is unknown 
at this time. Routine toxi-
cology samples were tak-
en from Jones and Daisy 
and will be analyzed by 
the Louisiana State Police 
Crime Lab for further anal-
ysis.

This crash remains under 
investigation. Updates will 
be made to the article at 
www.thewestsidejournal.
com. 

Head-on crash 
kills Port Allen man 
Sunday evening 
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West Side Journal Weekly 
Review makes debut

The West Side Journal 
Weekly Review made its 
debut on www.BRproud.
com Friday, April 19.

The new partnership 
between the West Side 
Journal, BRproud.com, 
LOCAL 33 and FOX 44 
seeks to provide residents 
with easy access to local 
news.

The Weekly Review is 
read by West Side Journal 
news editor Breanna Smith. 
The article includes a video 
recap of the week, links 
to the newspaper’s top 
stories and information on 
upcoming events.

The Weekly Review will 
appear on BRproud.com 
each Friday. The West Side 
Journal will also provide a 
link to the Weekly Review 
on our website at www.
thewestsidejournal.com.

Troopers fi nd more 
than 50 lbs. of drugs 
after traffi c stop on 
I-10 near Port Allen

Photo courtesy of Louisiana State Police 

Troopers found approximately 51 pounds of cocaine 

following a traffi c stop on I-10 near Port Allen on 
Wednesday, April 17. 

Louisiana State Police 
arrested a Florida man for 
possession of more than 50 
pounds of cocaine during 
a traffi c stop on I-10 near 
Port Allen Wednesday, 
April 17. 

Troopers stopped an 
eastbound 2018 Kia 
Niro driven by a suspect 
identifi ed only as a 
38-year-old Florida man 

at approximately 7:20 
a.m. During the traffi c 
stop, authorities became 
suspicious of criminal 
activity and requested 
consent to search the 
vehicle. Troopers then 
discovered approximately 
51 pounds of cocaine.

The Florida man was 
arrested and booked in 
the WBR Parish Jail for 
Possession with the Intent 
to Distribute Schedule II 
Drugs.
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Long-time Port Allen attorney 
and wife to receive awards 
from St. Joseph Cathedral

Addis residents Tom and 
Mary Acosta will receive 
apprentice awards for ser-
vice beyond the call of duty 
at “The Cathedral Evening” 
on May 4. 

A former bishop of Baton 
Rouge, a local philanthro-
pist, and several ministry 
volunteers will be honored 
for their service to the lo-
cal community during the 
Mass and gala dinner at St. 
Joseph Cathedral in down-
town Baton Rouge.

Bishop Emeritus Robert 
W. Muench, the fi fth Bish-
op of the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge, will receive the “St. 
Joseph Apprentice Award” 
from the cathedral commu-
nity. The fi fth bishop of Ba-
ton Rouge, Muench led as 
the diocese’s chief shepherd 
in 2002-2018.

Also set to receive ap-
prentice awards for service 
above and beyond the call 
of duty are:

Sheila Juneau, the cathe-
dral parish’s former direc-
tor of administration for 21 
years.

Dorothy Hall, a longtime 
parishioner and member of 

the parish’s Development 
Group and the Ladies of 
the Cathedral, always lend-
ing a helping hand to plan-
ning and supporting many 
events and projects on Ca-
thedral Square.

Thomas and Mary Acos-
ta, who both assist at the 
parish’s liturgies. Tom 
serves as a lector, and Mary, 
as a Eucharistic minister. 
Tom also serves as grand 
knight of the cathedral 
council of the Knights of 
Columbus fraternal and ser-
vice organization.

Tom Acosta is a native 
of West Baton Rouge Par-
ish who has been in private 
legal practice in Port Allen 
since 1986. He also serves 
as the town attorney for 
Brusly. Mary Acosta is a 
native of Baton Rouge and 
her delicious pies and cakes 
are a coveted treat at many 
parish functions.

Slated to receive the “Ca-
thedral Community Award” 
are Charles and Nancy Val-
luzzo, whose community 
involvement and philan-
thropy help make Baton 
Rouge a more vibrant com-
munity. For more than 55 
years, the Valluzzos have 

owned and operated dozens 
of McDonald’s franchises 
throughout the area.

The May 4 event be-
gins with Mass at 4:00 
p.m. in the historic cathe-
dral church, followed by a 
pre-dinner social featuring 
wine and appetizers in the 
adjacent parish hall.

The dinner and recogni-
tion of honorees will begin 
at approximately 5:30 p.m.

Both events are open to 
the public. Dinner reserva-
tions are required before the 
Wednesday, May 1 dead-
line. For more information 
contact the Cathedral Parish 
Offi ce at 225-387-5928.
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Photo courtesy of St. Joseph Cathedral
Mary and Thomas Acosta, who are set to receive 
apprentice awards for their dedication and service 
during “The Cathedral Evening” on May 4. 

Sheriff’s Offi ce searching for 
armed robbery suspect

The West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Offi ce is asking 
the public for help identi-
fying a suspect who robbed 
the Minnow’s Chevron on 
Lobdell Hwy. Sunday, April 
14 around 11:20 p.m.

The suspect is a black 
male, approximately 160 

to 180 lbs. armed with a 
semi-automatic handgun. 
He left the Chevron at 3051 
Lobdell Hwy. in a white 
two-door sedan. 

If you recognize the sus-
pect or have any informa-
tion regarding the armed 
robbery, call Crime Stop-
pers at 344-STOP or the 
West Baton Rouge Sheriff’s 
Department Detective’s Di-
vision at (225) 343-9234.

BREANNA SMITH
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