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 Parish President Riley 
“PeeWee” Berthelot was 
optimistic in his presenta-
tion of the state of the par-
ish at last week’s meeting 
of the West Baton Rouge 
Chamber of Commerce, 
even managing to find 
some humor in it.  
 The presentation was 
on Oct. 30 and Berthelot 
commented that while the 
next day, Halloween, was 
usually “the scariest day of 
the year,” this year’s scari-

est days have been election 
days. 
 Back to business, the 
parish president recog-
nized the members of the 
council—many will be 
new faces come Jan. 13—
and thanked them for their 
cooperation with him.
 Berthelot then acknowl-
edged the many depart-
ment heads and admin-
istrators, 14 in all, who 
work with him to make 
West Baton Rouge a better 
place.
 The next slide in his 
presentation seemed to 

provide proof of that. Pop-
ulation is up in West Baton 
Rouge at a level four times 
higher than it is for the 
state, the parish’s medi-
an income is higher than 
statewide, over $60,000 
while the state’s median in-
come is just over $46,000.
 More proof of the 
quality of life in West 
Baton Rouge shows in the 
number of building permits 
issued by the parish. While 
the growth is not progres-
sive year-to-year, 133 per-
mits were issued in 2009 
while Berthelot expects to 
end the year with over 100 
more than that, 234. 
 The 10-year compari-
son of sales tax revenues 
is progressive, except 
for a spike in 2016, and 
has increased from $7.75 
million in 2009 to a pre-
dicted $14.9 million for the 
current year. 
Berthelot spoke at length 
about water and gas system 
improvements either com-
pleted or planned. 
 Highlighting the plans 
was a new well and about 
32,000 feet of supply lines 
and an additional 8,000 
feet of natural gas lines.
 He also repeated the 
oft-heard La. 415 to La. 1 
connector plan, for which 
the state has already ded-
icated $125 million from 

the BP oil spill fund. The 
road is in its final planning 
stage but a groundbreaking 
has not been set yet. 
 Berthelot also talked at 
length about the future 
Mississippi River bridge 
south of the Horace 
Wilkinson Bridge. The 
state has set aside $5 
million to hire a consult-
ing firm that will assist in 
deciding on a location for 
the bridge. 
 There was also mention 
in his presentation of sev-

eral planned or completed 
walking trails and accom-
panying structures and 
landscaping. 
 As Berthelot neared the 
end of his presentation, he 
talked about specific eco-
nomic improvements either 
already in place, under 
construction or still on the 
drawing board. 
 The most significant of 
those is the $90 million 
construction project the 
School Board is nearing 
completing and a planned 

Our Lady of the Lake 
Westside Family Medical 
Center and a future Ochner 
Medical Urgent Care Facil-
ity. 
 Berthelot neared the end 
of his presentation with an 
invitation to the Veterans 
on Parade on Nov. 10 and 
a quote from an LSU star. 

 “Don’t let good enough 
get in the way of great-
ness,” Joe Burrow. 
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Dow Chemical said there 
was little effect beyond the 
loud boom that was heard 
through several parishes 
when a tank at one of its 
processing units ruptured 
Sunday morning. 
 No injuries were report-
ed and no outside emer-
gency responders were 
summoned to the huge 
plant that straddles the 
West Baton Rouge/Iber-
ville parish line. 
 “Other than the loud 
boom that was heard for 
miles, there seems to have 
been no impact,” said 
Deano Moran, director 
of the parish’s Office of 
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness. 
 “Dow did a great job of 
keeping us informed of 
what had happened,” he 
said. “Dow officials said 

they began monitoring 
the air in and outside the 
plant after the incident and 
later reported there was no 
contamination.”
 The noise was heard as 
far away as Grosse Tete 
and White Castle, said 
Iberville Parish Office of 
Emergency Preparedness 
director-in-training Clint 
Moore. 
 Other than the noise, 
there was no damage 
reported outside the area of 
the ruptured tank, he said. 
 The noise was heard as 
far away as Grosse Tete 
and White Castle,” said 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
assistant emergency pre-
paredness director Anthony 
Summers. 
 “People from pretty far 
away could hear it,” Moore 
said. Other than the noise, 
there was no damage 
reported outside the area of 
the ruptured tank. 

 “When their crews got 
on site they started mon-
itoring the area but found 
no signs of contamination 
either on the plant’s prop-
erty or next to it,” Moore 
said.  
 “Dow Chemical is in 
contact with West Baton 
Rouge Parish officials and 
if there are any changes, 
we will be issuing further 
statements,” Summers 
said. 
 Officials with Dow said 
crews had the tank stabi-
lized soon after the rupture 
and the cause was still 
being investigated Sunday 
evening. 
 Dow reported to the 
Louisiana Department of 
Environment Quality that 
the maximum amount of 
ethylene oxide that could 
possibly have gotten out 
of the tank, less than 30 
pounds, 
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 There will be 11 teachers 
around the parish who will 
receive additional training 
on a broad spectrum of 
skills, thanks to a program 
initiated by Innovative 
Programs Director Kim-
berly Eckert and enthu-
siastically endorsed by 
Superintendent Wes Watts. 
 The program, called 
Learn West, will include 
teachers from Brusly High, 
Port Allen High, Caneview 
K-8, Lukeville and Cham-
berlin.
 “We’re taking some 
of our best teachers and 
teaching them how to go 
out and speak and share 
their love of teaching to 
promote our profession,” 
Eckert said. 
 She said she hoped the 
participation of the nearly 
dozen teachers would 
improve the retention rate 
of the system and motivate 
other teachers. 
 “Retention of good 
teachers is a nationwide 
problem, not just a West 
Baton Rouge problem,” 
Eckert said. 
 Some of that problem 
is in the length of time it 
takes to learn how to be a 
good teacher, about five 
years, and the other is 
the tedium of the period 
between five years and 15, 
she continued. 
 “There’s a five- to 
15-year stretch where it 
becomes routine,” Eck-
ert said. “You’re just not 
invested in it as much 
because of the amount 
of help the new teachers 
require.” 
 “They end up in this 
space where they’re very 

good at what they do, 
they’re very happy with 
their jobs, but you’re in 
those four walls every day 
and you’re not continuing 
to grow,” she continued. 
 “We’re taking a look 
at not only how to retain 
our teachers but how to 
reenergize and reinvigorate 
some of our best teach-
ers,” Eckert said. “Then 
the hope is that we create 
conditions where they can 
share and give that energy 
back to the people around 
them.”
 Eckert explained some 
of the methods Teach West 
would implement. 
 “Throughout the course 
of the year, teachers will 
be supported through 
opportunities to lead 
trainings, programs, write 
blogs and conference 
proposals, conduct Twitter 
Chats, apply for fellow-
ships, develop programs 
within their school, better 
measure their own results 
and report their research, 
understand policy and how 
it affects education,” she 
said. 
 “They’ll be meeting 
monthly for larger con-
cepts and will receive 
individual or small group 
coaching each month to-
wards their individualized 
goals,” Eckert said.  
 The teachers compet-
ed for positions in the 
programs with videos, she 
said, then a roundtable 
discussion followed to 
outline the areas on which 
the program would focus. 
 “The group interview be-
came a really good session 
because the teachers got 
really interested in one 
another’s work,” Eckert 
said. “That gives them a 

chance to get out of those 
four walls.”
 “Teaching is very 
solitary because of those 
four walls, so they get the 
opportunity to network,” 
she continued. 
 Another retention cause 
is that teachers generally 
believe they have to go 
into administration and be-
come a principal to remain 
motivated. 
 “They feel the only way 
to expand their skills is 
to leave the classroom 
and become a principal or 
some other administrator,” 
Eckert said. 
 “So we’re taking a look 
at leadership,” she said. 
“What does it mean to be a 
leader.”
 “All of them want to 
learn about leadership,” 
Eckert said. “You don’t 
have to be in charge to be 
a leader.”
 “The hope is that not 
only will these teachers 
become more confident, 
more empowered teachers, 
but they will spread that 
spirit not only through 
West Baton Rouge, but 
through the state and the 
country.”
 “We’re pretty excited 
about this because of how 
it will help our teachers,” 
Watts said. 
 “If we’re going to make 
our schools better, then we 
have to put great teachers 
in our classrooms,” he 
continued. 
 “We need to recruit 
teachers better, we need 
to train them better and 
we need to do a better job 
of retaining them and this 
program is a great way to 
do that,” Watts said. 
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Berthelot told members of the Chamber of Commerce the Parish Council is in the 

process of adding about 32,000 feet of water supply lines. 

 
 

 I-10 eastbound and west-
bound from mile marker 
136 near Ramah to mile 
marker 141 near Grosse 
Tete in Iberville Parish will 
have alternating lane and 
shoulder closures on the 
following nights.
 The closures will be 
from Sunday, Nov. 10, at 
8:30 p.m. until Sunday, 
Nov.17, at 7 a.m., weather 
permitting.
 This closure is necessary 
to allow crews to perform 
bridge joint and barrier rail 

repairs.
 The entrance and exit 
ramps will be open to 
traffic.
 Emergency vehicles will 
have access to the area.

 DOTD appreciates your 
patience and reminds you 
to please drive with cau-
tion and be on the lookout 
for work crews and their 
equipment.
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