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PC Electric crews work on a downed power line on Section Road Monday, Oct. 12.
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Trail ride in Erwinville 
sparks emergency 

change to ordinance 
by Parish Council 

Get to know the candidates
Addis Town Council

Ray LejeuneAllen Kirkland Bliss Bernard Rhonda Kelley Donald Thomas Kevin LeBlanc

A trail ride party on a property in Erwinville sparked 
the Parish Council to adopt an emergency ordinance re-
quiring a permit for any event with more than 200 people. 
The Louisiana Zydeco Jamboree hosted by The Louisiana 
Trail Company brought approximately 2,000 people to a 
60-acre property on Section Road on Oct. 2 and 3, accord-
ing to local authorities. Event organizers disagree with that 
attendance estimate. 

The emergency change in the ordinance lowers the 
threshold for a permit requirement from 2,500 people in 
attendance to 200.  The Parish Council may impose con-
ditions for issuing permits such as providing police pro-
tection, adequate water, food concessions, sanitation and 
medical facilities, adequate parking, hours of operation, 
lumination, overnight camping facilities and require a 
bond for the licensee.

The amended ordinance is in effect for 30 days and may 
be renewed for another 30 days by the Parish Council 
when it expires. In the meantime, the parish administra-
tion will work to bring a new ordinance to the council for 
consideration. The threshold could stay at 200 but have 
exceptions like high school football games and religious 
events.  

Sheriff Mike Cazes thanked the council for “putting 
teeth” in the ordinance.

“This has been an issue in my side for years,” he said. 
It can be difficult for the Sheriff’s Office to prove when 

2,500 people are in attendance at an event. The lower 
threshold makes it easier to cite event organizers and prop-
erty owners hosting large gatherings without a permit. 

Clovis Banks, who currently leases the property and 
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Early voting opens Friday, 
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City of Port Allen 
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Levee Friday, Oct. 16
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Panthers travels to West 
Feliciana for district 

action this week
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8,000 WBR residents lose power 
due to Delta, no deaths reported

Hurricane Delta brought 
strong winds and heavy rain 
across Southwest Louisiana 
late Friday night. No deaths 
have been reported as a re-

sult of Hurricane Delta. 
In West Baton Rouge, 

three homes received mi-
nor structural damage. No 
injuries of homeowners or 
crews working to clear de-
bris during the storm were 
reported. 

The parish responded to 
42 calls regarding downed 
power lines and trees across 
roads in the parish, West 
Baton Rouge Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Jason 
Manola said. All of those 
have been cleared. 

An estimated 8,000 par-
ish residents lost power due 
to Hurricane Delta. Less 
than 50 residents remain 
without power, Manola 
said. 

Staff report
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See ORDINANCE on Page 4See DELTA on Page 4

Allen Kirkland, a Plaque-
mine native, has lived in 
Addis with his family since 
1976. Kirkland is a retired 
social studies teacher and 
coach and currently works 
part-time as an assistant 
for a caterer and floorer. 
Kirkland was motivated to 
run by Addis’ growth in re-
cent years and his desire to 
have a hand in shaping the 
town’s future. 

Bliss Kelley Bernard, an 
Addis native, is running for 
a seat to bring an innova-
tive perspective to Addis 
Town Council. If elected, 
Bernard would be the third 
generation of her fami-
ly to serve on the council. 
Her grandfather, the late 
Gesner LeBlanc served on 
the council and her mother, 
Rhonda Kelley, is a current 
member of the council run-

Donald Thomas Jr. is 
originally from Lukeville 
and has been a part of the 
Addis community his en-
tire life. His father, Donald 
Thomas, Sr. is an Addis na-
tive and retired Addis po-
lice officer.  Thomas decid-
ed to run for a seat on the 
Town Council to become 
more involved in his com-
munity.

Thomas has a Chemical 

Kevin LeBlanc is origi-
nally from Bayou Pidgeon, 
LA but has lived in Addis 
since marrying his wife 
Holly in 1990. LeBlanc has 
been an Addis Town Coun-
cil member for 4 years 
and works for Shell as a 
contracts and procurement 
leader.

Leblanc has worked in 
contracts and procurement 
for over 20 years and has 

Rhonda Kelley was born 
and raised in Addis and has 
called the small-town home 
her entire life. Kelley has 
served two terms on Addis 
town council, following 
in the footsteps of her fa-
ther Gesner LeBlanc, who 
served as an Alderman for 
18 years.

Kelley began her career 
as a constable for West 
Baton Rouge District 1, 

Ray LeJeune, a Port Al-
len native, moved to the 
Addis area around 12 years 
old and has been a resident 
ever since. LeJeune retired 
after working for Dow for 
37 years. He has been a 
member of the Addis Plan-
ning and Zoning Com-
mission for two and a half 
years.

LeJeune believes Addis’ 
population growing faster 
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Editor’s Note: All candidates were invited to participate in the West Side Journal’s Get to Know the Candidates program. Only those who chose to participate are featured. For a 
full list of candidates visit sos.la.gov to view a sample ballot. Port Allen City Council candidates will be featured next week. 
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