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Editor’s note: For the protection of Port Allen’s power couple, the West Side Journal will not release the location of 
the nest nor does it recommend residents attempt to find it. Photos were submitted by a professional, free-lance pho-
tographer. 

Two bald eagles call Port Allen home, living in a massive nest along the levee. The birds of prey are no longer the 
rare occurrence they once were, but they are a beautiful sight nonetheless. 

In the early 1970s, there were only five to seven active nests in the state due to devastation from the now-banned 
pesticide DDT. Their population has rebounded significantly, especially in southeast Louisiana. A 2018 Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries survey showed 264 active nests in southeast Louisiana.  

The bald eagle was removed from federal listing under the Endangered Species Act in 2007, but they remain fed-
erally protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.

The birds of prey are among the few in the animal kingdom that mate for life and they usually expect their young to 
hatch around February. Photographer Justin Honore said he did not see any eggs in the nest nor did he see any babies. 

A pedestrian died fol-
lowing a crash on LA Hwy 
620 (Section Road) west of 
LA Hwy 984 in West Baton 
Rouge shortly before 8:00 
p.m. on Feb. 16, according 
to Troopers from Louisiana 
State Police Group A.

The crash took the life of 
50-year-old Willard Juge 
of Port Allen.

The initial investigation 
by State Police revealed 
that the crash occurred as 
Juge was walking on the 
west fog line of LA Hwy 
620. At the same time, 
20-year-old Morgan Mc-
Grew of Port Allen was 
driving a 2007 Honda CRV 
westbound on LA Hwy 
620. Juge was struck by the 
westbound Honda.

Juge sustained fatal inju-
ries as a result of the crash 
and was pronounced de-
ceased at the scene by the 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
Coroner’s Office. An au-
topsy and toxicology re-
port will be completed by 
the coroner’s office.

McGrew was proper-
ly restrained and was not 
injured. She was given a 
chemical breath test and 
showed no signs of impair-
ment. Juge was wearing 
dark colored clothing, and 
there were no street lights 
in the area. This crash re-
mains under investigation.

Troopers urge pedestri-
ans to maintain a height-
ened level of awareness 
while walking near the 
road. 

Troopers would also like 
to take this opportunity to 
remind motorists that mak-
ing good choices, such as 
never driving while im-
paired and ensuring every 
occupant is properly re-
strained, can often be key 
to preventing and surviv-
ing serious crashes.

This crash is still under 
investigation by State Po-
lice. The article on www.
thewestsidejournal.com 
will be updates as more de-
tails are made available. 
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WBR Schools breaks ground on two 
elementary school additions

West Baton Rouge 
Schools broke ground on 
two more school renova-
tion projects Thursday, 
Feb. 14.

The groundbreakings at 
Lukeville Upper Elementa-
ry and Port Allen Elemen-
tary mark five projects now 
underway in the parish.

“A lot of people invest-
ed in our kids, and we’re 
starting to see the results of 
that,” Superintendent Wes 
Watts said.

The addition of an admin-
istration wing at Lukeville 
Upper Elementary, along 
with several technical up-
dates to the entire facility, 
will make the campus safer 
and more efficient, Watts 
said. Phase two of the proj-
ect includes a playground 
installation, which will 

begin upon the completion 
of the new Brusly High 
School campus. At the end 
of both phases, the campus 
will be free of “T” build-
ings.

Port Allen Elementary 
will also lose its “T” build-
ings upon completion of the 
eight-classroom facility. 
The new wing will house 
Head Start and Pre-K in a 
“fun, colorful space with 
tons of natural light,” Da-
vid Hebert of Grace Hebert 
Architects said.

By the 2020 school year, 
the school district will have 
completed five school ren-
ovations and added two 
campuses.

Other projects in the 
parish currently under con-
struction are the Caneview 
K-8 campus, Port Allen 
High School gym and audi-
torium, and the new Brusly 
High School campus.

Photo by Breanna Smith
From left to right: Addis Mayor David Toups, School Board member Terri Bergeon, 

School Board member Chareeka Grace, Port Allen Mayor Richard Lee, III, School 
Board Superintendent Wes Watts, Port Allen Elementary School Principal Dr. Mi-
chael Wright, West Baton Rouge Sheriff Mike Cazes, Supervisor of Child Welfare and 
Attendance Charlotte Blanchard, Virtual School Coordinator/District Security Liaison 
Warren Lejeune, and Elementary Supervisor of West Baton Rouge Parish Schools Cindy 
Ourso breaking ground on an eight-classroom facility at Port Allen Elementary School 
Thursday, Feb. 14.

Man shot 
to death 

identified, 
motive is 
unknown

Richard Ellis, 56, died 
from multiple gunshot 
wounds inside of his trailer 
in LaComb’s Trailer Park 
off of Hwy. 190 on Mon-
day, Feb. 11, according 
to the West Baton Rouge 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Deputies responded to a 
neighbor’s report of shots 
fired at 8:26 p.m. Upon 
arrival, authorities found 
Ellis deceased inside of his 
trailer. There were no signs 
of forced entry. 

Investigators have not 
yet determined a motive  
for the murder nor have 
any suspects been identi-
fied as the investigation is 
ongoing.

Anyone that has infor-
mation on the murder is 
asked to call the West Ba-
ton Rouge Sheriff’s Office 
at 225-382-5200 or if they 
would rather remain anon-
ymous to call Crime Stop-
pers at 344-STOP(7867)

Photographed by Justin Honore
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