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Addis Town Council 2021: From left to right: Addis Town Councilman Kevin LeB-
lanc, Councilwoman Rhonda Kelley, (back) Councilman and Mayor Pro-Tem 
Rusty Parrish, Mayor David Toups, (back) Chief of Police Rickey Anderson, 
Councilwoman Bliss Bernard Kelley and Councilman Ray LeJeune, Sr. 

Richard “Ricky” Ward

“While it ap-

pears that Omi-

cron spreads 

more easily than 

earlier COVID-19

variants, the

vaccines are 

proving highly 

effective against 

severe illness”
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Drive SOBER
or Get Pulled OVER
West Baton Rouge 

Sheriff’s Office will be 
conducting the Louisiana 
Highway Safety Commis-
sion sponsored campaign 
-  Saturation Patrols for 
“Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over”  which 
incorporates additional 

patrol presence through-
out this Christmas Holi-
day 2021 and New Year’s 
2022 holiday season 
within the Parish of West 
Baton Rouge in an effort 
to ensure safe driving 
conditions for motorist 
this holiday season.

New faces in government
and saying goodbye to some old friends

A Look Back at…

West Baton Rouge be-
gan 2021 with a new Dis-
trict Attorney, new coun-
cilmembers in Port Allen, 
Brusly and Addis and a new 
Chief of Police for the Port 
Allen Police Department. 
 Port Allen officials were 

the first to be sworn in 
during a special ceremony 
held before the Wednes-
day, January 2 Port Allen 
City Council Committee 
meetings. Mayor Richard 
Lee, III, Councilman Hugh 
Riviere (Dist. 2), Council-
man Garry Hubble (Dist. 3) 
and Councilman Brandon 
Brown (Dist. 4) renewed 
their oaths with District 
Attorney Tony Clayton. 
Clayton also swore in new 
councilmembers Charlene 
Gordon (Dist. 1), Clerice 
“Clo” Lacy (At-Large) and 
new Police Chief Corey 
Hicks. Watch the full Port 
Allen swearing in ceremo-
ny here:
Addis welcomed two 

new Town Council mem-

bers - Bliss Bernard Kelley 
and Ray LeJeune, Sr., who 
will serve alongside May-
or Pro-Tem Rusty Parrish, 
Kevin LeBlanc and Rhon-
da Kelley. Judge Elizabeth 
Engolio swore in the coun-
cilmembers, Mayor David 
Toups and Police Chief 
Ricky Anderson during a 

ceremony held before the 
first Town Council meet-
ing of 2021 on Wednesday, 
January 6. 
The Brusly Town Coun-

cil swore in Mayor Scot 
Rhodes, Police Chief Jona-
than LeFeaux and the coun-
cilmembers in a ceremony 
held before the Monday, 

January 14 City Council 
Committee meetings. The 
Brusly Town Council wel-
comed one new council-
man, Blake Tassin. Joanne 
Bourgeois will once again 
serve as Mayor Pro-Tem 
alongside councilmembers 
Don Niesler, Shane Andre 
and Rusty Daigle.  

2021 brought a different 
life for District Attorney 
Richard “Ricky” Ward, 
who retired after 30 years 
of being actively involved 
in major criminal case pros-
ecutions on a daily basis. 
Newly elected District At-
torney Tony Clayton will be 
sworn in at the West Baton 
Rouge Courthouse on Janu-
ary 7.
Ward was first elected in 

1990 and took office in Jan-
uary, 1991. He has served 
as the District Attorney for 
Iberville, West Baton Rouge 
and Pointe Coupee Parishes 
ever since, being re-elected 
twice and having no oppo-
sition for election twice. He 
followed in the footsteps 
of his grandfather, Sam 
Cashio, who served as Dis-
trict Attorney for 21 years 

and retired in 1981. 
“There is a lot more to be-

ing District Attorney than 
just prosecuting criminals, 
especially in rural com-
munities, where we also 
represent numerous public 
bodies,” Ward said. “I have 
enjoyed every facet of it. 
I’ve enjoyed talking with 

people daily, and being 
hands-on with cases behind 
the scenes.”
While managing some 

50 employees across three 
parishes and navigating the 
very different politics in 
each parish can be difficult, 
Ward said he has been fortu-
nate to work with so many 
good people. 
“I have a really great 

staff, many of whom have 
been with me the entire 30 
years that I have served,” 
Ward said. “In all fairness I 
should really mention all of 
them by name, but I know 
that’s not possible here, but I 
think I’d really be remiss if I 
didn’t say ADA Scott Stassi 
has been such a tremendous 
asset for me and this office.”
Ward’s office has handled 

some very high-profile cas-
es, including putting away 
two serial killers - Derrick 
Todd Lee and Shawn Gillis. 

“Both of those were very in-
teresting cases to prosecute,” 
Ward said. Another was the 
Monique Kitts murder case. 
“This case was built almost 
totally on circumstantial ev-
idence, but we managed to 
get a conviction because we 
had so much circumstantial 
evidence,” he said.
He also recalled the pros-

ecution of another murder. 
Considered a “cold case,” 
the unsolved murder was 10 
to 12 years old when they 
got information and it was 
revived. Ward left the court-
room prosecution of these 
cases to in-coming District 
Attorney Tony Clayton, 
who was unopposed for the 
District Attorney position. 
But Ward was making all 
the major case decisions be-
hind the scenes.
“Although we struggled a 

District Attorney Ricky Ward retires
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BATON ROUGE –  As 
the Omicron virus vari-
ant continues to spread, 
Louisiana health offi-
cials are reporting in-
creases in COVID-19 
diagnoses and hospital-
izations. Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Louisiana 
joins health officials in 
reminding Louisian-
ians that the best way 
to protect yourself from 
COVID-19 is for every-
one age 5 and older to 
get the COVID-19 vac-
cine and for everyone 

age 16 and older to get a 
booster.
“We are seeing more 

COVID-19 cases than 
we have in recent 
weeks, and now we’re 
heading into the winter 
months, which are the 
peak season for respira-
tory illnesses to spread 
as people gather for the 
holidays and spend more 
time indoors because 
of colder weather,” said 
Blue Cross Medical Di-
rector Dr. Jeremy Wig-
ginton. “That’s why it is 
extremely important that 
you protect yourself and 
your family by getting 

the COVID-19 vaccine 
or booster if you have 
not already.”
While it appears that 

Omicron spreads more 
easily than earlier 
COVID-19 variants, the 
vaccines are proving 
highly effective against 
severe illness, Dr. Wig-
ginton said. “As we saw 
in the fourth surge of 
COVID-19, driven by 
the highly contagious 
Delta variant, people 
who were vaccinated 
had very strong protec-
tion against being hos-
pitalized or dying from 
the virus. So far, it looks 
like this is the case with 
the Omicron variant, 
too,” he said. “And with 
boosters now recom-
mended for everyone 
16 and older, you can 
strengthen the protection 
you got from the original 
vaccine heading into the 
winter months.”
Blue Cross covers 

COVID-19 vaccines 
and booster shots at $0 
out of pocket for eli-
gible members of in-
dividual and employer 
health plans. Eligible 
members of Medicare 
and Medicaid plans or 
uninsured patients also 
can get a COVID-19 
booster or vaccine at no 
cost. This no-cost cov-
erage is required by the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Securi-
ty (CARES) Act. If you 
have questions about 
vaccine coverage on 
your health plan, contact 
Customer Service at the 
number on your member 
ID card.

Louisianians urged to
Get COVID-19 vaccines,

boosters as cases increase

To Our Valued Subscribers,

After much deliberation, we have deemed it necessary to

adjust our subscription rates in order to keep pace with

manufacturing, shipping and operating costs. 

Beginning in the new year, January 1, 2022, there will be

an increase in the prices of our annual subscription.  The

new annual in-parish rate will be $35.00.

This was a tough decision to make, and we understand

how it affects our customers. Therefore, we thank you for

your ongoing support and trust that these changes will

help us continue providing you with premium quality and

service.

Gratefully yours,

 The West Side Journal


