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The Krewe of the Good Oaks Mardi Gras Parade drew a large and enthusiastic 

crowd to Port Allen Sunday. More photos on page 3. 

Holy Family School hosts its third 
successful annual STEM Night

 
	 Like	moths	to	a	flame,	
the over 300 students who 
attended Holy Family 
School’s STEM Night 
were attracted to the 
buzz	followed	by	a	flame	
produced by linemen from 
Entergy as they demon-
strated electricity’s ability 
to	start	a	fire.	
 The power company’s 
demonstration of worn 
power lines catching a 
limb	on	fire,	as	it	would	
during	a	storm,	was	the	
most popular of the night’s 
21	booths,	but	there	were	
others that attracted large 
crowds. 
 One was the demon-
stration	of	flying	drones	
the students were able to 
control themselves and—
completely unrelated to 
the	STEM	theme,	science,	
technology,	engineering	
and technology (STEM)—
were also big draws. 

Annie	Cagle,	the	school’s	
technology	director,	hosts	
the program to expose 
students to career opportu-
nities	in	those	fields	they	
might not otherwise know 
about. 
 “I want them to learn 
that the stuff that they 
learn in the classroom has 
everyday,	real	applications	
in	their	future,”	she	said.	
“I also want them to see a 
variety of different STEM 
careers that are an option 
for	their	future.”
 Cagle said it’s an added 
bonus that many of the 
booths were manned by a 
parent. “For them to see 
what Mom and Dad do 
every day is a neat aspect 
to	it.”
 She continued by saying 
every year has some of the 
same	booths,	usually	the	
most popular.
“Each	year,	though,	I	also	
try	to	add	some	new	ones,”	
Cagle said. 
	 Oddly,	because	of	its	

lack of context in a STEM 
demonstration,	the	snake	
display allowing stu-
dents to get up close and 
personal,	even	touch	if	
they	dared,	was	one	of	this	
year’s most popular attrac-
tions. 
 Cagle said she was reluc-
tant to bring in the snakes 
because she wasn’t sure 
of how the school’s young 
students	would	react,	“but	
I actually had a lot of posi-
tive	feedback	on	them.”
 “I think the kids like 
the hands-on activities the 
best,”	she	said,	although	
the	Entergy	demonstration,	
strictly	a	hands-off	display,	
is a crowd favorite. 
 “Entergy is always one 
of the kids’ favorite ones 
because they get to watch 
the	sparks	and	see	the	fire,”	
Cagle said. 
 Another well-received  
demonstration is hosted by 
a 3-D printer distributor. 
“The company’s represen-
tative created an incred-

ible map out of what he 
called trash cardboard in 
an	hour,”	she	said.	“It	was	

hard	to	believe,	it	was	so	
intricate.”
 Not only were the stu-

dents impressed with the Tommy Comeaux
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 Long time and well-
known criminal prosecutor 
Antonio	“Tony”	Clayton,	
56,	has	announced	his	can-
didacy to replace District 
Attorney Ricky Ward in 
the 18th Judicial District. 
 Ward recently announced 
he will be retiring after 
serving 30 years as the 
District Attorney for the 
parishes	of	Iberville,	West	
Baton	Rouge,	and	Pointe	
Coupee.  
 The election will be held 
in November.   
 Clayton is best known 
for leading the initial 
successful prosecutions of 
serial	killers,	Derrick	Todd	
Lee and Sean Gillis. These 
prosecutions resulted in 
both Lee and Gillis serving 
life sentences in Angola 
State	Penitentiary.	
 Besides these successful 
prosecutions,	as	Chief	Fel-
ony	Prosecutor	in	the	18th	
Judicial District for almost 
20	years,		“Clayton	has	
tried almost every major 
felony case involving vio-
lent crimes against people 
and/or their property and 
has done so with an almost 
perfect record of convic-
tion,”	District	Attorney	
Ricky Ward recently 
observed. 
	 Tony	Clayton,	a	1981	
graduate of Brusly High 
School,	earned	his	under-
graduate and law degrees 
from Southern University. 
 He began his career in 
criminal prosecution and 
criminal justice man-
agement	in	1992	for	the	
East	Baton	Rouge	Parish	
District	Attorney’s	Office.	
	 In	1998,	he	was	appoint-
ed by the Louisiana Su-
preme Court as an ad-hoc 
judge	for	the	19th	Judicial	
District Court. 
	 And	in	1999	after	serv-
ing	on	the	bench,	he	was	
appointed as a special pros-
ecutor	by	Doug	Moreau,	
District Attorney for East 
Baton Rouge District At-
torney’s	Office.		

	 In	2003,	Clayton	joined	
District Attorney Ricky 
Ward’s	Office	in	the	18th	
Judicial District and very 
soon thereafter was named 
as the Chief of Felony 
Trials and held this posi-
tion until recently when 
Clayton was promoted to 
First	Assistant	Attorney,	
both an administrative and 
trial court position. 
 “I know the courtroom 
from both the prosecutor’s 
perspective and from the 
judge’s	view-	point,”	Clay-
ton commented. 
 “I recognize how rare 
this	set	of	qualifications	is	
for someone seeking elec-
tion	as	District	Attorney,	
and I strongly believe they 
point to the simple fact that 
experience is the difference 
in	this	election,”	he	contin-
ued.  
 Clayton’s demonstrated 
reputation as a criminal 
prosecutor has been recog-
nized throughout Louisi-
ana,	and	he	is	frequent

ly called upon by other 
District Attorneys and the 
Attorney General to try 
complex violent crime 
cases. 
 Clayton has prosecuted 
such	cases	in	Calcasieu,	
New	Iberia,	and	East	Baton	
Rouge parishes. 
 Clayton has also been 
deeply involved in the 
growth of Southern Uni-
versity and higher educa-
tion in general. 
	 In	2003,	Clayton	served	
as a board member for the 
Louisiana Tuition Opportu-
nity	Program	for	Students	
(TOPS).	
 He has also served as a 
Member of the Southern 
University Board of Su-
pervisors and was elected 
to	serve	as	Vice-Chair	and,	
subsequently,	Chairman	
of this important higher 
education board.   
 “My commitment to the 
education of our children is 

The LEGO booth proved to be a magnet for students at Thursday’s STEM Night 

at Holy Family School. 

See STEM on Page 2
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Gov. Edwards to join 
Louisiana leaders to 
kick off 2020 Census

 Gov. John Bel Edwards 
joined leaders in Southeast 
Louisiana,	including	New	
Orleans Mayor LaToya 
Cantrell and Baton Rouge 
Mayor Sharon Weston 
Broome,	to	kick	off	the	
work of the Louisiana 
Complete Count Com-
mittee to raise awareness 
about the 2020 U.S. Cen-
sus. 
	 In	December,	Gov.	Ed-
wards signed an executive 
order creating the Lou-
isiana Complete Count 
Committee (LCCC) to help 
create the 2020 Census 
Awareness Campaigns 
throughout Louisiana. 
 The advisory panel is 
made	up	of	community,	
government and business 
leaders who represent the 
diverse populations of 
communities across the 
state. Click here to read 
about the LCCC. 
 “Every Louisianan 
should stand up and be 
counted in the 2020 Cen-
sus. Your participation is 
vital because it will give 
us the best look at our 
population,	which	allows	

us to make decisions that 
best serve the people of 
our	state,	determine	how	
we are represented in 
Congress and be in the 
best possible shape to 
receive our share of federal 
resources,”	Gov.	Edwards	
said. 
 “I am grateful to the 
members of this commit-
tee and all of the leaders 
across the state who have 
stepped up in their com-
munities to ensure that our 
census	count	is	accurate,”	
he continued. .  
 Their work will shape 
the future of Louisiana for 
the next decade to come 
and we all must play our 
part to make sure no Lou-
isiana resident is unrepre-
sented.”	
 There are a total of 23 
LCCC members of various 
religious,	political	and	
personal backgrounds. The 
composition of the com-
mittee	is	a	direct	reflection	
of the rich diversity that 
makes Louisiana such a 
great state.
	 “Forty-five	percent	of	the	
population of New Orleans 

responded	in	2010,	which	
means we left close to 
$300 million dollars on the 
table,”	said	Mayor	LaToya	
Cantrell. “If we just get to 
65	percent,	I’m	pushing	for	
100,	but	if	we	just	get	to	
65 percent that will mean 
an additional $200 million 
dollars for the City of New 
Orleans. I see the census 
as an opportunity for New 
Orleans to get her fair 
share.”
 “I’m calling on every 
resident,	faith	leader,	and	
elected	official	to	consider	
themselves a messenger 
for	the	2020	Census,”	said	
Mayor-President	Sharon	
Weston Broome.    
	 “Please	have	conversa-
tions with your communi-
ties until every Louisiana 
resident is counted. To-
gether we can educate and 
inspire residents to make 
sure every voice is heard in 
their	household,”	she	said.	
 The LCCC and the 
Governor will hold events 
highlighting the impor-
tance of the 2020 Census 
across the state in the 
coming months.

See CLAYTON on Page 2
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