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Port Allen Mayor Richard Lee III seems to have enjoyed himself riding in the city’s 
Black History Month  Parade Sunday. More photos can be seen on page 2A.

Tommy Comeaux

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

 The Town of Addis will 
be drenched in LSU’s col-
ors on Sunday as its Mardi 
Gras parade rolls with the 
theme of “Addis Bleeds 
Purple and Gold.” 
 Founded and sponsored 
by the Addis Volunteer Fire 
Department Ladies Auxil-
iary, the parade will be the 
organization’s 58th annual. 
It will begin at 1 p.m.   
 Entrants in the parade 
will line up on Sixth Street, 
then begin on the north end 
of First Street, ending at 
the south end of town, still 
on First Street.   
 The theme is no doubt a 
spinoff from the LSU Tiger 
National Championship 
win, LSU’s fourth, which 
has been creating quite a 
stir in South Louisiana.  
	 	There	is	no	fee	for	floats	

or other entries in the 
parade, but a form must be 
mailed to the Ladies Aux-
iliary, 4614 Rabalais Ln., 
Addis, La., 70710. The 
form can also be emailed 
to avfdladiesauxiliary@
gmail.com. 
 Floats will be judged 
on their representation 
of the parade’s theme, its 
originality and quality of 
construction.  
 Ribbons will be given 
to	the	first,	second	and	
third place winners.  
Auxiliary members ask 
that participants respect 
their insistence on the pa-
rade being family friendly, 
so no vulgar or profane 
language or music is 
allowed at any time during 
the parade lineup or on the 
parade route.   
 If you have questions 
or need a form to enter, 
please contact one of these 

members of the organiza-
tion: Ashley Marino, (225) 
241-1709, Mary Tullier at 
(225) 362-4028, Celeste 
McKell, (225) 776-0580, 
Anais Anzaldua at (225) 
385-1634, or Bridget Lo-
bre, (225) 413-3746.  
 The parade’s origins are 
modest and coincide with 
what was a momentous 
occasion in the small com-
munity, the purchase of a 
firetruck.	
 The pivotal moment in 
Addis’ history sparked an 
idea in the mind of one of 
the town’s residents.  
 “I was excited because 
now we could have a 
parade,” wrote Donna 
Fitzgerald in the style of a 
journal entry now stored 
at the Addis Museum. She 
saw the parade as a way to 
raise	money	for	the	fire	de-

Addis to celebrate carnival season with its 58th 

annual Mardi Gras parade Sunday
Tommy Comeaux
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The Town of Addis’ first firetruck, bought in 1963, was the inspiration for the 
community’s first Mardi Gras parade and a newer one will surely be included 
in this one.See ADDIS on Page 2A

Students of the Year have 
excellent academic mastery 

and varied interests

 
 The West Baton Rouge 
Parish School Board re-
cently named its Students 
of the Year and while that’s 
proof they’re good stu-
dents, they share few other 
traits. 
 The Students of the Year 
for 2019-2020 are Aid-
en Bouvier, a student at 
Lukeville Upper Elemen-
tary School, Brusly Middle 
School’s John Benoit and 
at the high school level, 
Sophie LeBlanc of Brusly 
High earned the honor. 
 Bouvier and Benoit lean 
toward academic interests 
in history while LeBlanc’s 
favorite subject is science. 
 With plans to attend 
LSU, LeBlanc is sure 
she’ll follow a science 
curriculum of some sort, 
possibly on her way to 
becoming a doctor. 
 While she said she got 
a taste of a number of 
science	fields	while	in	high	

school, “it’s really hard to 
pick out something you 
want to major in so early,” 
LeBlanc said.
 Sophie said her interest 
in science began while she 
was a child, peeking in on 
her mother, a veterinarian, 
at work. 
 In their spare time, the 
boys have varied interests, 
but both belong to 4-H. 
 Bouvier’s other interests 
include playing soccer and 
video games and archery. 
 His future plans include 
attending college and start-
ing a business, possibly a 
YouTube channel. 
 In addition to his exten-
sive 4-H Club participa-
tion—he’s won numerous 
ribbons and a belt buck-
le showing his Angus 
cattle—Benoit enjoys 
working with his yellow 
lab, working on his family 
farm, riding his ATV and 
cooking. 
 According to LeBlanc, 
school takes up the vast 
majority of her time, but 

she does well at that, cur-
rently carrying a 3.9 grade 
point average. She does, 
though, make time to com-
pete on the school’s soccer 
team and plays with an 
off-campus soccer group as 
well. 
 “I’ve got a pretty packed 
schedule,” she said. “I take 
seven classes—a full day.”
 LeBlanc says the tough 
schedule is important to 
her reaching her goals. 
 “You have to struggle 
to get where you want to 
go and this year has been 
one of the most challeng-
ing for me, if not the most 
challenging,” she said.  
 Bouvier is the son of 
Beau and Toni Bouvier and 
he has a sister Amelia. 
 Benoit’s parents are John 
“Buddy” Benoit Jr. and 
Amanda Benoit and he has 
two sisters, Elizabeth and 
Presley. 
 LeBlanc’s parents are 
Lauren (the veterinarian) 
and Cale LeBlanc. She has 
a younger sister, Emrie. 
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 The City Council of Port 
Allen will have to make 
a decision at its meeting 
Wednesday about what it is 
going to do about the rising 
cost of operating its sewer 
system. 
 At last month’s meeting 
and again at last week’s 
committee meetings, 
lengthy discussions 
involved the imbalance be-
tween the cost of running 
the system and the revenue 
it produces. 
 Two options were 
discussed. One is to lower 
the minimum usage from 
3,000 gallons per day per 
customer to 2,000 per 
day. The other is a small 
increase in the fee for the 
minimum usage. 
 Currently, water bills 
to residents of Port Allen 
pay $20.40 a month if they 
only use the minimum 
amount of water, and an 
extra $2.61 for each addi-
tional 1,000 gallons used. 
The fee includes the city’s 
charge for sewer. 
 For Adrian Genre, the 
city’s chief administrative 

officer,	the	question	is	a	
simple one. “Do you want 
to drop the minimum down 
or do you want to raise the 
rate,” he asked recently. . 
 An increase in the fee 
for a customer’s minimum 
usage would seem like 
an increase in taxes, one 
that would affect all of 
the city’s water custom-
ers, while dropping the 
minimum usage would still 
increase the revenue from 
the service, but would only 
affect those customers who 
use more than an average 
amount of water. 
 Council members 
seemed to lean in favor of 
the decrease in minimum 
usage, citing in large part 
the effect a rate increase 
would have on elderly resi-
dents	on	a	fixed	income.	
 “A lot of our customers 
don’t reach the minimum, 
so they wouldn’t see a 
difference” in their bills, 
Genre said, which would 
include most of the city’s 
elderly. A drop in the 
minimum would affect 
“only the more substantial 
users.”
 “It really won’t affect our 
elderly and that’s some-

thing we’ve always been 
concerned about,” said  
Councilman Hugh Riviere. 
 The increase in revenue 
is due to the ever-rising 
cost of treating the city’s 
sewerage, a problem the 
city is facing with im-
provements but payments 
on a low interest $1.9 mil-
lion loan the city received 
from the Louisiana De-
partment of Environmental 
Quality about 10 years ago. 
 The problem boils down 
to the strain the loan pay-
ments added to the cost of 
operating the sewer system 
is	creating	a	financial	
dilemma for the city. 
 Port Allen’s sewer 
treatment facilities are old 
and becoming increas-
ingly expensive. “It’s just 
old,” Genre told the City 
Council last month when 
the	issue	was	first	present-
ed to its members. “It’s 
an old treatment plant and 
there’s nothing cheap about 
replacing or repairing it.”
 At last week’s committee 
meetings, one councilman 
said he would “compare it 
to an old car. Every time 
you start it, something 
breaks.”

City of Port Allen to take 

action on water/sewer rates 

at Wednesday’s meeting

Port Allen Elementary’s new 
playground turns out to be a 

community effort 

 Port Allen Elementary 
students now have hun-
dreds of reasons to enjoy 
recess.
 With a cooperative effort 
between an administrator 
and a teacher, support from 
the West Baton Rouge 
School Board and a slew of 
assistance from the com-
munity, students at the Port 
Allen Elementary School 
now have a state-of-the-art 
playground. 
 Children have always 
been excited about recess 
but with the new modern, 
safe and educational play-
ground equipment made 
available through a large 
grant from GameTime, the 
students at Port Allen El-
ementary must be ecstatic 
about the break. 
 Assistant principal 
Kelley Stein and Stepha-

See SCHOOL on Page 2A
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