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Mardi Gras comes to Port Allen in the form of the 

Krewe of Good Friends of the Oaks parade Sunday

 The Port Allen City 
Council unanimously 
approved a change to its 
utility billing policies at its 
meeting last Wednesday 
evening. 
 The ordinance was only 
introduced at Wednesday’s 
meeting, but won’t face a 
final vote until the coun-
cil’s March meeting. Prior 
to the vote, the council will 
hold a public hearing. 
 Based on the recom-
mendation of its Public 
Works Committee made 
after a discussion at last 
week’s committee meeting, 
the council unanimously 
approved lowering the 
minimum usage on which 
the city’s sewer and water 
customers’ bills are based. 
 Currently, city sewer 
bills are $20.40 for the first 
3,000 gallons used and an 
additional $2.61 for each 
1,000 gallons after that, 
creating an average sewer 
bill of $25.45. 
 If the ordinance is for-
mally approved in March, 
the minimum will fall to 

2,000 gallons for the same 
rate of $20.40 with the cost 
of each additional 1,000 
gallons of water consumed 
rising to $3.55. The change 
is expected to raise the 
average residential sewer 
bill to $30.81.
 There had been talk at 
previous City Council 
committee and regular 
meetings to place a flat, 
across-the-board increase 
for sewer and water, but 
concern for the elderly put 
an end to that idea. 
 “This is something that 
won’t affect the city’s 
senior citizens,” said 
Councilman Hugh Riviere.  
 Due to the rising cost of 
operating the city’s sewer 
treatment plant, though, 
Riviere agreed with fellow 
council members, the 
change was “something 
that needs to be done. To 
me, it’s long overdue.”
 The changes are the 
result of the rising cost 
of operating the city’s 
aging sewer treatment 
plant, which is short of the 
$819,271 it costs to operate 
the plant. 
 With the city’s monthly 

income of $711,169 from 
its water/sewer customers, 
that leaves the city with a 
shortfall of $104,432 each 
month. 
 If the change is approved 
by the council, the city 
expects its gross revenue 
from their monthly billing 
to increase to well over 
$900,000, a gain of over 
$81,000 from the loss it’s 
been experiencing of over 
$100,000. 
 On the water side of the 
city’s billing, the reduction 
in minimum usage has less 
impact on customers’ bills. 
 As billing stands now, 
customers are charged 
$9.27 for the first 3,000 
gallons of water they use 
plus an additional $2.03 
for each additional 1,000 
gallons. 
 The only change in water 
billing is the reduction 
of the minimum usage. 
Now, the bill is based on a 
minimum of 2,000 gallons, 
while any additional 1,000 
gallons remains at $2.03.   
 City officials expect only 
a minor increase in the 
average water bill from 
$17.24 to $19.27.

 
 

        

  Beginning in 1985, 
members of The Oaks sub-
division organized the City 

of Port Allen’s first Mardi 
Gras parade, an idea 
conceived at a Christmas 
party. 
 Just a few months earlier 
at the home of Dr. and 
Mrs. Guy Otwell’s home. 

With a core of Anna Belle, 
Lucy Dameron, Susan Har
ris, Donniem Hurst, Kay 
Kimball, Ruth and Merial 
Robeau and Flo Blackwell, 
“and because its members 
were all living in The Oaks 

area of Port Allen, it was 
decided the parade would 
be named the Krewe of the 
Good Friends of the Oaks,” 
said Ashley Montagnino. 
 The krewe has grown 
from that small founding 
committee of eight to about 
160 members.    
  “We’ve just grown from a 
small neighborhood parade 
with just a few people into 
a big parade,” she said. 
 The parade has grown as 
well. The first parade was 
small and just circled the 
neighborhood, but now in 
its 36th year, the route is 
long and the entrants nu-
merous. The parade always 
runs on the Sunday prior to 
Mardi Gras. 
 The Krewe of the Good 
Friends of Oaks parade 
will begin at 1 p.m.  where 
the La. 1 service road 
exits Cohn Park and begin 
rolling down Oaks Avenue, 
turn left on South Jeffer-
son, left on Court Street, 
then down to Louisiana 

Avenue, where it will turn 
twice to go around the 
West Baton Rouge Mu-
seum to make its last leg 
on North Jefferson until 
it reaches Court Street, 
where it doubles back to 
where it began. 
 There are so many 
entrants, from marching 
bands to single vehicles to 
full-sized floats, that it will 
take about an hour to pass 
any one spot on the route. 
Krewe members are look-
ing forward to this year’s 
parade, having rolled in the 
rain for the past two years 
Montagnino said. 
 In conjunction with 
the parade’s growth, the 
krewe has evolved into 
a non-profit social club 
registered with the state 
to allow the parade to be 
insured, and several fund-
raisers are held each year. 
 Proceeds from the fund-
raisers are donated to the 
local food bank and to the 
city, dedicated to improv-

ing the new walking trail 
on Whitehead Boulevard. 
 Another addition to the 
Krewe of Good Friends 
of the Oaks is its Mardi 
Gras ball. This year, the 
krewe’s fourth, was held 
at the West Baton Rouge 
Community Center two 
Saturdays ago. 
 Crowned queen at the 
ball was Jennifer Le-
Jeune and her king is Ron 
LeJeune. Marie Favrot 
was selected as this year’s 
grand marshal. 
 Montagnino reigned over 
the parade as queen a  cou-
ple of years ago and said 
she enjoyed the experience 
immensely. 
 “It was an honor to rep-
resent the neighborhood,” 
she said. “It was fun. You 
see everybody you know 
in the neighborhood and 
they’re calling out your 
name to make sure I threw 
them something.” 

Tommy Comeaux

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Shown are the members of the royalty of the Krewe of Good Friends Mardi Gras 
parade for 2020. From left to right, they are Queen Jennifer LeJeune, King Ron 
LeJeune and Grand Marshal Marie Favrot.

 

Adrian Genre has served 
as the City of Port Allen’s 
chief administrative officer 
since 2012 but this week, 
the governmental veteran 
will take on a new title, 
the utilities director for the 
Parish Council. 
 He’ll be replacing the 
retiring Pam Keowen, who 
is retiring after 30 years in 
the position. 
 “I’m very much looking 
forward to working with 
her hand-in-hand and 
learning the system of 
running her department,” 
Genre said. 
 A Port Allen native and 
a 1983 graduate of Port 
Allen High, he earned 
his bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice from the 
university then called the 
University of Southwest 
Louisiana, renamed the 
University of Louisi-
ana-Lafayette in 1999.
 After graduation, Genre 
wore a number of hats, 
most of them in the gov-
ernmental sector, first as a 
police officer. 
 “I didn’t work very long 
on patrol,” he said, not 
quite sure of how long 
but positive it wasn’t two 
years. 
He then went to work with 

the state Department of 
Corrections as a probation 
and parole office, where he 
spent about three years. 
 “Then I decided to test 
the waters in the political 
arena,” running for police 
chief in 1992 and winning. 
Genre took office the first 
day of 1993 and remained 
police chief for about eight 
years. 
 Afterward, he took a 
break from public service 
to take on running Jason’s 
Restaurant on Court Street, 
his only job outside of 
government. “It gave me 
a deep appreciation and 
firsthand knowledge of 
what it’s like to run a small 
business.”
 The job was riddled 
with problems, most 
troubling being employ-
ees. “You’ve got to have 
good people around you, 
no doubt.” Genre said the 
one saving grace he had 
at the restaurant was a 
loyal, hard-working moth-
er-daughter team of cooks. 
“ They stayed with me 
through the whole time I 
was there,” he said, then 
quickly added the job did 
not fit his personality. “I 
did it just long enough to 
know I didn’t want to do it 
for the rest of my life,” he 
said. 
 In 2012, longtime Port 

Allen’s chief administra-
tive officer, Barry Brewer, 
retired after about 30 years 
and Genre applied and in-
terviewed for the job, then 
was hired. 
 “I’ve been sitting behind 
this desk since July 2012,” 
Genre said. It was quite a 
change from his previous 
jobs, but one he adapted to 
quickly. 
 “A big part of this job is 
finance, but it’s primarily 
a personnel management 
position,” he said. “It’s just 
a matter of maintaining the 
flow of things on a daily, 
weekly and monthly basis, 
making sure the train stays 
on the tracks.”
 Genre said the job 
requires him to work 
hand-in-hand with Mayor 
Richard Lee III, the city’s 
administrative staff, its 
utility billing employees 
and the supervisors of the 
various departments that 
work outside City Hall. 
 In 2015, the city “add-
ed another layer to the 
position” when its former 
public works director 
retired and instead of 
replacing him, gave Genre 
his responsibilities. 
 He spoke highly of the 
supervisors with whom 
he’s been working—

Adrian Genre leaves city 
job to become parish 

utilities director
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adjust water rates; final 
decision to be made at 

March meeting
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