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Plans to pare down the 
number of prospective sites 
for a new Mississippi River 
Bridge did not come to frui-
tion Monday at the meeting 
of the Capital Area Road and 
Bridge District. 
Instead, the plan shifted 

into reverse.

Three sites the state De-
partment of Transportation 
and Development previously 
eliminated are now back 
on the list of where a new 
bridge may be built south of 
the Intracoastal Waterway 
in Port Allen and north of 
the Sunshine Bridge near 
Donaldsonville. 
The pace of the project – 

even slower than traffic most 
afternoons on the Horace 
Wilkinson Bridge – fueled 
additional frustration for 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
President Riley “Pee Wee” 
Berthelot, who serves on the 
district board. 
“Everywhere I go, people 

ask why the studies take so 
long, and it’s hard to give 
people an answer when you 
see we’re going backwards 
instead of forward,” he 
said. “I understand the due 
process, but it shouldn’t take 
this long.” 
He said he’s not sure the 

state can get through the en-
vironmental work and other 
studies without shoring up 
the need for the project. 
Berthelot remains opti-

mistic that money from the 
American Rescue Plan and 
Build Back America pack-

age could perhaps make the 
project a reality. But he’s not 
holding his breath, either.
“I’m not going to be here 

when it happens, but I’d like 
to think it would come soon, 
possibly with this new mon-
ey that’s coming we would 
have the potential to get the 
finances together to get the 
project going,” Berthelot 

said. 
A tract of land near the 

Dow Chemical crossing, as 
well as site south of Addis 
at Sid Richardson Road 
connecting to Ben Hur Road 
near LSU would be among 
the sites that he considers 
more viable. 
A site in Iberville Par-

ish near the MSA West 
Academy along La. 1 in 
Plaquemine could also be a 
possibility. 
“The rest get so far down, 

including a dozen below 
White Castle to Donald-
sonville, and we have a 
bridge near Donaldsonville 
(the Sunshine Bridge) that 
doesn’t have enough traffic” 
Berthelot said. “To have any 
relief along I-10, it has to be 
somewhat closer to Baton 
Rouge.”
Jay Campbell, Chairman of 

the Capitol Area Road and 
Bridge District, remains op-
timistic that the project will 
begin making paths inward.
An “overly cautious” 

approach probably played a 
part in the addition of three 
routes to the prospect list, 
he said.

Frustration 
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plans for
new bridge

The Horace Wilkinson Bridge

Staff RepoRt

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Staff RepoRt

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Chief medical officer of Children’s Hospital in New Orleans 
supports COVID-19 immunization for students

BATON ROUGE — Last 
week, Dr. Mark W. Kline, 
a physician-in-chief, 
senior vice-president and 
chief medical officer at 
Children’s Hospital New 
Orleans, and professor of 
pediatrics at the Tulane 

University School of M 
edicine and LSU Health 
Sciences Center in New 
Orleans published an opin-
ion piece in The Advocate 
about the safe and effective 
COVID vaccine that is 
approved for children and 
in the process of being 
added by the Louisiana 

Department of Health to the 
immunization schedule for 
age groups that have full 
FDA approval, with stan-
dard exemptions allowed 
under Louisiana law. 
Dr. Kline wrote:
“Sadly, we are off to a 

distressingly slow start in 
vaccinating young children 

against COVID-19. Three 
weeks in, we have vacci-
nated 946 children aged 
5-11 years at Children’s 
Hospital New Orleans, but 
across Louisiana fewer than 
3% of children in that age 
group have received their 
first vaccine dose, ranking 
us among the bottom three 

nationally (with Mississippi 
and Alabama). We have got 
to do better.
Gov. Edwards and LDH 

are right to add COVID-19 
vaccines to the state’s list 
of required vaccines, with a 
parental opt-out provision.
The death rate from 

COVID-19 in children may 

be low, but it’s 100% if it 
happens to be your child. 
Now that COVID-19 in 
children is almost com-
pletely preventable through 
vaccination, the occurrence 
of serious illness and death 
is on us as supposedly 
responsible adults.” 

Due to the Christmas Holiday our
deadline for ads and editorial for

the December 23rd edition will be
Thursday, December 16th

Stassi, Clayton:
War must continue against 

child sex offenders

The 11 life sentences a 
Plaquemine man received 
for first-degree rape and 
indecent behavior with 
a juvenile sent a strong 
message on zero-tolerance 
against child sex offenders, 
but many more cases go 
unreported.

The Nov. 4 sentencing 
of Sean Wilkinson was in 
accordance with the laws 
relative to first-degree rape, 
along with the maximum 
sentence he received for 
indecent behavior with a 
juvenile. But it’s a difficult 
process, Iberville Parish 
Sheriff Brett Stassi, the cur-
rent president of the Louisi-
ana Sheriff’s Association.  

He credits the prosecu-
tion against Wilkinson to 
the expertise of the depu-

ties.
“Whenever someone 

comes in and makes an 
accusation like this, if it’s 
something that happened 
years ago, there’s not going 
to be any physical evidence 
at all,” he said. “So, the way 
you handle these people 
and having your employees 
properly trained to know 
these people have to be 
brought to the advocacy 
center in Baton Rouge 
where we have a contract, 
and those people deal with 
these children and young 
adults who can make victim 
feel comfortable talking 
about what happened to 
them and fear nobody will 
believe them because they 
got away with it for so long 
and will get away with it … 
you’re going to have stuff 
like that.

“It’s so important … you 
can’t just take the report and 
send people home,” Stassi 
said. “You have to have the 
patience, the knowledge 
and the capability to do 
these things and find these 

witnesses, bring them for-
ward. A lot of these people 
have multiple victims. So, 
to talk to victims and put 
together a case that can 
be brought to the district 
attorney to be prosecuted is 
an awesome task.”

Clayton estimated that 
six out of 10 cases will go 
unreported. 

Many victims are coerced 
by family member to not 
report the abuse to authori-
ties, he said.

“The problem with that is 
that a lot of families believe 
they can protect the child 
from the bad person in the 
family, and the tragedy of it 
all is that we in law enforce-
ment will never know about 
it,” Clayton said. “Often, 
we don’t know about it 
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“All Is Bright” brings Christmas
cheer to Downtown Plaquemine

One year after the pan-
demic forced cancellation 
of Plaquemine’s annual 
Christmas celebration, the 
event returned bigger and 
brighter than ever.

A crowd of more than 
2,000 packed the downtown 
area along Railroad Avenue 
for “All Is Bright,” which 
featured music, vendor and, 
of course, attractions for the 
kids. 

More than 60 vendors of-
fered everything from food 
and drink to jewelry and 
seasonal arts and crafts, and 
even pet adoption during 
the event.

“The event went very 
well,” Mayor Edwin “Ed” 
Reeves Jr. said. “We had a 
great turnout for the event, 
and it appears that most of 
the vendors sold a lot of 
goods.

“People were really ready 
to get out, and we couldn’t 
have asked for a better day 
for the event,” he said. “The 
weather was gorgeous.”

Kids and grownups alike 
enjoyed train rides along 

the avenue, while fire 
trucks and locomotives – 
including the Polar Express 
– were decked in glistening 
lights that added to the 
Christmas cheer.

The event came together 
despite budget cuts due 
to a spike in insurance 
premiums for employees 
and surging costs for fuel 
materials that originally 
prompted cancellation of 
the event.

Work by with Edward 

Earl Comeaux, Chris 
Reeves, Jude Barker and 
Sara Passantino stopped the 
event from becoming “The 
Christmas That Wasn’t.”

Others who helped 
sponsor and coordinate the 
event were Josh O’Dwyer, 
Iberville Clerk of Court 
Amy Patin, Dynamic Ther-
apy, We Are the Difference, 
Plaquemine Main Street 
Program and Mayor Reeves 
and his wife Anne. 

The aftermath of the 

event went smooth, as well, 
the mayor said. 

“Richard Alleman, our 
Public Works Director, sent 
out the work crews early 
Monday morning, and there 
was very little to clean 
up,” he said. “I’d like to 
thank the Plaquemine Fire 
Department and the Plaque-
mine Police Department for 
keeping the overtime to a 
minimum. In fact, most of 
the people volunteered their 
time.” 
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during “All Is Bright.”


