
The Mayor’s Office is 
working to set up a virtual 
City Council meeting to ad-

dress a personnel shortage. 
The City Council planned 
to meet at its regularly 
scheduled time last week 
on Wednesday, April 8 but 
canceled it due to techni-
cal concerns, City Attorney 
Evan Alvarez said. 

The meeting will likely 
be scheduled sometime lat-
er in April, Alvarez said. 

The Port Allen City 
Council will vote via 
Zoom, or a similar service, 
on several items related to 
hiring and paying city em-

ployees, including Mayor 

Richard Lee’s appointment 
of Lance Joseph as the 
Chief Administrative Offi-

cer. 
Joseph served as City 

Attorney under former 
Port Allen Mayor Demet-
ric “Deedy” Slaughter, who 
residents voted to recall in 
2013. 

His appointment will re-

quire a vote of approval, or 
at least three council mem-

ber votes. Lee said hiring 
Joseph to fill the position 
is “critical” as his office is 
currently understaffed. 

The Mayor will also ask 
to begin the hiring process 
for a Head Payroll Clerk/
Human Resources Director 
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RIGHT: Danielle Fontenot of River Ministries International Church in Addis
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Help us say thank you to pandemic heroes

See COUNCIL on Page 2

Breanna Smith

editor@thewestsidejournal.com

Visit our website for 
daily updates

11
76

deaths

cases
According to LDH and WBR Coroner’s 
Office reports on Tuesday, April 14

See Page 3

COVID-19
Week in Review

Church
in the time of coronavirus

— Gov. John Bel Edwards creates 
Health Equity Task Force

— K-12 schools are closed for 
remainder of the year

— Stay at home date not yet a 
guarantee, Edwards says

— Additional unemployment benefits 
to take effect this week

— Coming soon: Stimulus checks

Port Allen City 
Council planning 
special meeting 

Mayor set to appoint 
Lance Joseph as CAO Church is where, 

for centuries, people 
have gone for a warm 
hug, communion and 
face-to-face connection 
- all of which have been 
put on hold due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Since the stay at 
home order issued by 

Gov. John Bel Ed-

wards went into effect 
on Monday, March 
23, churches across 
West Baton Rouge 
Parish have shut their 
doors and suspended 
in-person services, 
but they are far from 
shut down. 

Breanna Smith & 

hannah Swarner

Some have flocked to social media platforms like Facebook and 
YouTube to connect with their congregations - a feature once considered 
lagniappe that has become the new normal. Others pass out handwrit-
ten Sunday messages by drive-thru. And for those in the middle of 
a search for a pastor, coronavirus has created even more unique and 
trying circumstances. 

“We just want to be a blessing to the community so we’re open to 
whatever it takes,” Pastor James Morrise of Rose Hill Church of Port Allen 
said. His church was regularly recording services and engaging on social 
media, but to pivot exclusively to online services was “an adjustment.”

“The blessing is that you still get an opportunity to reach the people,” he 
said. 

Churches across the parish have gotten creative in the ways they connect 
amid coronavirus. From drive-thru prayers to drive-in services, West Baton 
Rouge churches have made it clear: Church is not a building.
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