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LA National Guard
continues COVID
fight in 2022

Division of Administrative Law
rules in favor of LDI in State Farm
Hurricane Barry Deductible Case
editor@thewestsidejournal.com

A Louisiana National Guardsman assigned to Task
Force COVID administers a COVID-19 vaccine at the
Mahalia Jackson Center, New Orleans, Jan. 5, 2022.
As of Jan. 6, Guardsmen have administered more
than 542,000 COVID-19 tests and 206,300 vaccines.
(U.S. Army National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. David
Kirtland)

LA National Guard Public
Affairs Ofice

NEW ORLEANS – The
Louisiana National Guard
(LANG), at the direction
of Gov. John Bel Edwards,
continues to support various coronavirus missions
around the state into 2022
as the new variant spreads.
“Our task force has
worked through multiple
surges since the start of
this pandemic. This latest
surge of Omicron is more
transmissible which has
led to a very sharp increase in test site demand
throughout the state,” said
Brig. Gen. Cindy Haygood, Task Force COVID
commander for Louisiana. “Our team quickly
answered the call for additional testing sites and a
request from the Louisiana
Department of Health to
work through the holidays.
We are very proud of the
flexibility of our team and
grateful to serve alongside

each service member on
this task force.”
Currently, approximately
870 Soldiers and Airmen
are supporting various
missions, including:
administering COVID-19
vaccines at 28 sites; administering COVID tests
at 31 sites; transporting
equipment and vaccines;
and providing food bank
and warehouse support.
“I know it’s highly contagious and spreading, so I
wanted to be extra protected and got the booster,”
said Charles Duffy III,
a New Orleans resident
who got his booster at the
Mahalia Jackson Center.
“When I got to the vaccine
site, it took maybe 10
minutes. Everyone needs
to get vaccinated so that
we can at least start to get
a sense of normalcy.”
As of Jan. 6, Guardsmen
have administered more
than 542,000 COVID-19
tests and 206,300 vaccines. They have also distributed over 42.4 million
pounds of food.

How the smoking rate
in Louisiana compares
nationwide
Samuel Stebbins
The Center Square
Nearly half a million Americans annually die as a result of smoking, the leading
cause of preventable death in
the United States. Another 16
million Americans are living
with a serious illness caused
by smoking. Smoking also
has an economic impact,
including more than $225
billion each year spent on
medical expenses to treat the
smoking-related illness in the
U.S. and over $156 billion in
lost productivity.
Though the risks associated with smoking and tobacco use are well established
and widely understood, 42.4
million American adults -- or
16.6% of the adult population -- smoke every day or
most days and have smoked
at least 100 cigarettes in their

lifetime.
In Louisiana, the smoking
rate is higher than it is nationwide. An estimated 21.1% of
the 18 and older population
in Louisiana are smokers, the
sixth highest smoking rate
among states.
States where large shares of
the population smoke often
have below average health
outcomes, and vice versa -- and in at least one key
measure, that pattern holds
in Louisiana. Average life expectancy at birth in the state
is just 76.1 years, compared
to 79.2 years nationwide.
All data used in this story is from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation and
the University of Wisconsin
Population Health Institute
joint program’s 2021 County
Health Rankings & Roadmaps report.
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The Louisiana Division
of Administrative Law recently ruled that Insurance
Commissioner Jim Donelon was justified in his
decision to prevent State
Farm Fire and Casualty
Company (State Farm)
from enforcing a hurricane
deductible for certain losses caused by Hurricane
Barry in July 2019.
Commissioner Donelon
issued the cease-and-desist order in August 2019
following a policyholder’s complaint that State
Farm’s hurricane deductible was improperly applied to their claim. The
Commissioner’s
action
prohibited the enforcement of a hurricane deductible for losses occurring prior to 10 a.m. on
July 13, 2019.
The Division of Administrative Law found that the
Commissioner’s order was
reasonable, and that the
decision was made following the Louisiana Department of Insurance’s (LDI)

process
is a vital piece
of monitoring
the insurance
market
a f t e r
natural
disasters. Our
C o n sumer
Services
s t a f f
spends a
considerable
amount
of time
and effort on
Louisiana Insurance Commissioner
t
h e i r
Jim Donelon
investiinvestigation and extengations,
sive communication with and I appreciate their dedState Farm.
ication.”
“Protecting policyholder
Anyone who is having
rights is the core of what trouble with their insurwe do, and I’m gratified ance claim should file a
that we were able to suc- complaint with LDI by
ceed on their behalf,” said going to www.ldi.la.gov/
Commissioner Donelon. fileacomplaint or by call“The consumer complaint ing the LDI at 1-800-259-

5300. LDI fully investigates every consumer
complaint and reminds all
policyholders of the importance of reading and
reviewing their insurance
documents.
The Division of Administrative Law’s decision is
available here. State Farm
has 30 days from the date
of signing/issuance of the
decision to file an appeal.
About the Louisiana
Department of Insurance:
The Louisiana Department of Insurance works
to improve competition
in the state’s insurance
market while assisting individuals and businesses
with the information and
resources they need to be
informed consumers of insurance. As a regulator, the
LDI enforces the laws that
provide a fair and stable
marketplace and makes
certain that insurers comply with the laws in place
to protect policyholders.
You can contact the LDI
by calling 1-800-259-5300
or visiting www.ldi.la.gov.

CDC updates and clarifies
COVID-19 booster guidance
unequivocally recommending that everyone
12 years and older get boosted if eligible

BATON ROUGE — The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
has updated and clarified its
COVID-19 booster guidance, unequivocally recommending that everyone 12
years old and above receive
a booster dose if eligible.
Below is a summary of
the updated guidance:
• Individuals 12-17 years
old are recommended to
receive a booster shot 5
months after completion of
their initial Pfizer-BioNTech (Pfizer) vaccination
series. At this time, only the
Pfizer vaccine is authorized
for ages 12-17.
• All individuals ages 12
and older are recommended to receive a Pfizer dose
5 months after completing
the initial series instead of
the previously recommended 6 months. The booster
interval for people who
initially received the Johnson & Johnson vaccine (2
months) or the Moderna
vaccine (6 months) has not
changed.
• Moderately or severely
immunocompromised children ages 5-11 are recommended to receive an additional primary (or third)
dose of vaccine 28 days after completing their second

initial series vaccination.
At this time, only the Pfizer vaccine is authorized for
ages 5-11.
LDH has reviewed the latest CDC recommendations
and alerted all vaccine providers in the state that this
guidance is effective immediately.
For a person younger than
age 18, parental/caregiver
consent is needed. Download the LDH consent
form at ldh.la.gov/Covid19K-12.
Vaccination, along with
other preventative measures, can protect children
from COVID-19 using the
safe and effective vaccines
already recommended for

use in adolescents and
adults in the United States.
Data show that COVID-19
boosters help broaden

“COVID-19 vaccines
are widely available
at more than 1,000
locations in all of
Louisiana’s 64 parishes, including at
pharmacies, hospitals,
healthcare clinics and
doctor’s offices”
and strengthen protection
against Omicron and other
SARS-CoV-2 variants.
COVID-19 vaccines are

widely available at more
than 1,000 locations in all
of Louisiana’s 64 parishes,
including at pharmacies,
hospitals, healthcare clinics
and doctor’s offices.
For a list of locations near
you, visit ldh.la.gov/covidvaccine or text your ZIP
code to GETVAX (438829)
in English or VACUNA
(822862) in Spanish. To
speak with a medical professional If you have questions or need help scheduling an appointment, call
211 or the Louisiana vaccine hotline at 1-855-4530774. The vaccine hotline
can also connect you with
medical professionals who
can answer your questions.
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