
T h e  O f f i c i a l  J O u r n a l  O f  W e s T  B a T O n  r O u g e  P a r i s h

 The deputy involved in 
the shooting death of Josef 
Richardson during a drug 
raid in late July at a motel 
on U.S. 190 in Port Allen 
July 25 was identified this 
week by the West Baton 
Rouge Parish Sheriff’s 
Office as Dep. Vance Ma-
tranga Jr. 
 A nine-year member of  
the Riverwest Narcotics 
Task Force, officials said 
Matramga fired his gun 
soon after he and fellow 
team members burst into 
Richardson’s motel room 
using a no-knock warrant 
which allows officers to 
enter without notice. 
 The bullet hit Richard-
son, 38, at the base of the 
back of his skull according 
to a coroner’s report, caus-
ing his death, which was 
determined to be homicide 
by Dr. Michael Cramer of 
the East Feliciana Coro-

ner’s Office in his report. 
 The members of Rich-
ardson’s family have called 
the shooting unjustified 
and are demanding “justice 
for Josef” by providing 
transparency during the 
investigation and a timely 
and fair conclusion. 
  Matranga’s records 
indicate he has been with 
the Sheriff’s Office since 
2010 and has worked as a 
firearms safety instructor 
and with the narcotics 
team. 
 His training includes 
50 hours of basic SWAT 
training and certifications 
in use-of-force certifica-
tions for two years, 2016 
and 2018. 
 He also won an award 
for saving a state trooper’s 
life and is the defendant 
in a lawsuit after he hit a 
suspect with his unit and 
broke his leg during a 
pursuit. 
 Matranga’s actions 

during the chase of a 
suspect in 2016 led to a 
federal lawsuit after the 
deputy struck the suspect 
with his vehicle while the 
man was running away. 
 His Medal of Valor was 
the result of the deputy’s 
helping a state trooper who 
might’ve been shot by an 
escaping driver if Matran-
ga didn’t wrangled the gun 
from the suspect. 
 His family has de-
manded “justice for Josef” 
at a press conference 
held almost a week after 
Richardson’s death and 
are asking for transpar-
ency in the investigation, 
thoroughness during it and 
prompt attention paid to its 
completion. 
 The Sheriff’s Office 
asked the State Police to 
investigate the shooting 
but that agency has had 
little to say about the ongo-
ing investigation. 
 “The Louisiana State 

Police is committed to 
conducting a thorough, 
independent and impar-
tial investigation,” read 
a statement from Troop 
A released within days of 
the tradegy. “However, the 
investigative process takes 
time.”
 Jessica Clouatre, 39, 
who has been identified 
as Richardson’s girlfriend 
was arrested after the 
shooting and through her 
attorney has said he was 
trying to surrender when 
he was shot. 
 She was arrested that 
night and booked in the 
West Baton Rouge Parish 
Prison on one count each 
of distribution of mari-
juana and distribution of 
methamphetamine and one 
count each of possession 
with the intent to distribute 
both. 
 Matranga has been on 
paid leave since the shoot-
ing. 
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 Built in 1929, the 
D’Agostino Building in 
downtown Port Allen is be-
ing saved from demolition 
by Sun Plus Inc.’s Raw-
lston Phillips, who says 
the key to the old iconic 
building is having it placed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 
 “The City of Port Allen 
wanted something to 
happen to it,” Phillips said. 
“They were just tired of 

the abandoned building 
and felt like something 
needed to happen.”
 A longtime resident of 
Port Allen and a histo-
ry buff, Phillips said he 
couldn’t bear to see the 
building demolished, 
which seemed to be its 
destiny. 
 “If I didn’t buy this 
building, then basically it’s 
going to be bulldozed,” 
he said, which is the most 
economical end for the 
building. 
“…There are much better 

uses for the money and 
much quicker returns 
on investment,” Phillips 
continued. 
 Destroying the building 
was unacceptable to the lo-
cal businessman who said 
one of the most interesting 
things he’s found out about 
the D’Agostino is that 
while it was completed in 
1929, it was moved just 
two years later when the 
modern levee was built. 
 “It was built on the 

Dep. Vance Matranga 

(photo provided by WBR Sheriff’s Office)

D’Agostino Building 
being preserved, hope 
for National Register 

placement

The D’Agostino Building at the corner of Jefferson Ave. and Court Street is being 
restored by Sun Plus Inc. at the recommendation of Rawlston Phillips, who holds 
several management and ownership titles with the Port Allen company. “If I didn’t 
buy this building, then basically it was going to be bulldozed,” he said. Phillips is 
seeking informantion on the history of the building in the hope of getting it placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Construction is underway 
on one of the largest solar 
facilities in  Louisiana. 
 Capital Region Solar, a 
50-megawatt solar plant 

being built by DEPCOM 
Power in West Baton 
Rouge Parish, will add an-
other source of renewable 
energy for Entergy Louisi-
ana customers. 
 Entergy Louisiana is pur-
chasing the output from the 
solar farm under a 20-year 

agreement.
 Approximately 197,000 
solar panels will be used 
to complete the facility on 
about 560 acres of land 
near Port Allen.  
 Once complete in the 
second quarter of 2020, it 
will offset the equivalent 

of nearly 19,000 passenger 
vehicles’ emissions in one 
year. 
 “Louisiana is undergoing 
tremendous growth and we 
need to be ready to deliver 
low-cost, diverse energy 
sources to help sustain that 
growth,” said Phillip May, 

president and CEO of En-
tergy Louisiana. “Our gen-
erating portfolio is among 
the cleanest in the nation 
and this solar plant is one 
part of our ongoing com-
mitment to offering our 
customers clean, reliable 
and economic energy.”

 The solar plant will gen-
erate approximately 350 
jobs during construction 
and will bring approxi-
mately $6.4 million in tax 
revenue to the surrounding 
region over the next 30 

Work underway on solar power plant in West Baton Rouge
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